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The Birth and Boyhood of Jesus 

Verses 1–7 | The Sovereign Hand Behind Caesar’s Decree 

In those days, a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered for 
taxation. This was the first registration taken while Quirinius was governing Syria. So everyone went 
to be registered, each to his own city. 

Joseph also went up from the region of Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David. He traveled 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was now in the final stages of pregnancy. 

While they were in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to give birth. She gave birth to her firstborn 
Son, wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger—because there was no room for 
them in the inn. 

Reflection: 

This moment wasn’t just the result of Caesar’s decree—it was the sovereign hand of God at work. 
Caesar thought he was orchestrating a census, but God was moving Joseph and Mary to fulfill Micah 
5:2, which foretold the Messiah’s birth in Bethlehem. When life feels dictated by outside forces, 
remember: God is always weaving His perfect plan—even through seemingly secular decisions. 

Verses 8–20—Heaven's Announcement to Humble Shepherds 

Now in that same region, shepherds were out in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by night. 
Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared, and the glory of the Lord shone around them. 
Understandably, they were terrified. 

But the angel said, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all people. 
For today in the city of David, a Savior has been born to you—He is Christ the Lord. This will be the 
sign: You will find the Baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly a multitude of the heavenly host appeared, praising God and declaring: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that the Lord has made known to us.” 

So they hurried and found Mary and Joseph, and the Baby, who was lying in a manger. After seeing 
Him, they spread the word about what they had been told concerning the Child. Everyone who heard 
it marveled at what the shepherds said. 

But Mary treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart. 

Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen—just as 
the angel had told them. 

  



Daily Bible Reading Companion 
42-DBSN-Luke Chapter 02 
 

 
2  Copyright © 2024-2025 

  Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV),  This teaching is given freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies. 
Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) 

Reflection: 

It’s no accident that the first announcement came to shepherds—possibly even temple shepherds 
keeping watch over lambs meant for sacrifice. Jesus, the Lamb of God, was now among them. God 
often reveals His glory to the humble and the watchful, not the powerful and proud. Are we attentive 
and humble enough to hear from Him today? 

Verses 21–24—Obedience in the Small Things 

Eight days later, when it was time to circumcise the Child, He was named Jesus—the name the 
angel had given Him before His conception. 

When the days of Mary’s purification were completed (forty days after childbirth, according to the 
Law), they brought Jesus to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord, just as it was written: “Every male 
who opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord.” They also offered the sacrifice permitted for 
the poor: two turtledoves or two young pigeons. 

Reflection: 

Even in poverty, Mary and Joseph honored God's Word. Jesus grew up in modest surroundings, 
knowing human struggle. He understands every financial concern, every limitation you face. 
Obedience doesn’t require riches—just faithfulness. 

Verses 25–35—Simeon’s Prophecy: The Cross in the Cradle 

There was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon, a righteous and devout man, waiting for the 
Consolation of Israel—the coming of the Messiah. The Holy Spirit was upon him, and it had been 
revealed to him that he would not die before seeing the Lord’s Christ. 

Moved by the Spirit, Simeon came to the temple courts. When Mary and Joseph brought in the Child 
Jesus to do for Him what the law required, Simeon took Him in his arms and blessed God: 

“Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, 
According to Your word; 
For my eyes have seen Your salvation 
Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, 
A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, 
And the glory of Your people Israel.” 

Joseph and Mary marveled at what was said about Him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary: 

“Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 
And for a sign that will be opposed— 
Yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also— 
That the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
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Reflection: 

The cradle and the cross are never far apart. Simeon’s words hint at both the hope and pain that 
would accompany Jesus’ mission. Mary would witness her Son suffer, and her soul would ache. 
Following Jesus is not always easy—but it is always worth it. 

Verses 36–38—Anna the Prophetess: A Life of Worship 

A prophetess named Anna, daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, was very old. She had lived 
with her husband seven years after her marriage, then was a widow until the age of eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 

She came up at that very moment and gave thanks to God, speaking about the Child to all who were 
looking for redemption in Jerusalem. 

Reflection: 

Anna's life shows that devotion never retires. She worshiped faithfully even in her later years. No 
matter your age or stage in life, God can use you as a witness of His redemptive work. 

Verses 39–52—Jesus Grows: The Hidden Years and a Glimpse of Glory 

After they fulfilled everything according to the Law, they returned to their hometown of Nazareth. 
And the Child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom—and the grace of God was upon Him. 

Every year, His parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of Passover. When Jesus was twelve years 
old, they went as usual. After the feast, they began the journey home, but Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem—without His parents knowing it. 

Thinking He was among the group, they traveled a day before realizing He was missing. After three 
days of anxious searching, they found Him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to 
them and asking questions. Everyone who heard Him was amazed at His understanding. 

When His parents saw Him, they were astonished. Mary said, “Son, why have You done this to us? 
Your father and I have been anxiously searching for You!” 

Jesus answered, “Why were you searching for Me? Didn’t you know that I must be about My Father’s 
business?” 

But they didn’t understand what He meant. Then He went with them back to Nazareth and was 
obedient to them. And Mary treasured all these things in her heart. 

Jesus continued to grow in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 

Reflection: 

Even as a boy, Jesus understood His mission: “I must be about My Father’s business.” What a 
powerful reminder! What drives you? What must you do? Our lives should reflect a holy urgency to 
fulfill God’s purposes—at home, at work, in relationships, and in service. 
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Final Thought: 

Luke 2 shows us a Savior who entered into poverty, was welcomed by the humble, affirmed by the 
faithful, and committed from the start to His Father’s mission. May we likewise respond with 
humility, wonder, and a deep desire to be about our Father’s business. 


