Daily Bible Reading Companion
41-DBSN-Mark Chapter 02

The Heart of the Matter: Forgiveness, Calling, and New Wine

Jesus Returns to Capernaum (vv. 1-2)

When Jesus came back to Capernaum, word spread quickly—“Jesus is in the house!” People came
from all over until the home was packed—so full, not even the doorway had space. And what was
Jesus doing?

He preached the Word to them (Mark 2:2, NKJV).

Let that settle in for a moment. Jesus didn’t perform stunts or tell feel-good stories—He preached
the Word. In a world filled with noise, opinions, and hype, we still need the Word of God. That’s
where truth is found, where souls are fed, and where lives are changed.

Application: Let’s be people who hunger for the Word of God. Not entertainment. Not shallow
inspiration. The Word. It’s what gives us roots when the storms hit.

Faith That Won’t Quit (vv. 3-5)

Four men show up carrying their paralyzed friend. But the crowd is too thick—they can’t even get
near the door. That doesn’t stop them. They climb the roof, tear it open, and lower their friend down
right in front of Jesus.

When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.” (v. 5)

Wait—forgiven? That probably wasn’t what the friends were expecting. They came for a healing. But
Jesus saw deeper. He addressed the man’s greatest need—his soul.

Application: We often come to God asking Him to fix our situation—our finances, our health, our
stress. But Jesus sees beyond the surface. He sees the need to heal our hearts. And sometimes,
before He changes your circumstances, He wants to transform your soul.

The Challenge of Religion (vv. 6-12)
When Jesus forgives the man’s sins, the religious leaders silently accuse Him of blasphemy—“Only
God can forgive sins!” Exactly.

Jesus, knowing what they’re thinking, asks: “Which is easier—to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or, ‘Rise
and walk’?” Then He proves His authority by healing the man on the spot.

Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the presence of them all... (v. 12)

Application: Religion often focuses on appearances. Jesus goes after the heart. Don’t settle for
external behavior modification. Let Jesus get to the root. He doesn’t just want to make your life
better—He wants to make you new.

The Calling of Matthew (vv. 13-14)
As Jesus is walking by the sea, He sees Matthew (also known as Levi), a tax collector. Jesus simply
says:

“Follow Me.” And he arose and followed Him. (v. 14)

Tax collectors were despised—viewed as traitors and cheats. Yet Jesus sees something others don’t.
He calls Matthew to a new life.
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Application: Jesus doesn’t wait until we clean up our act. He calls us right where we are. And like
Matthew, our response should be immediate. No excuses. No delays. Just a simple, wholehearted,
“Yes, Lord.”

Dinner With Sinners (vv. 15-17)
Matthew throws a party for Jesus—and invites all his “tax collector” friends. It’s a room full of
outcasts. The religious leaders are scandalized: “Why is He eating with sinners?”

When Jesus heard it, He said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick... I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (v. 17)

Application: Jesus came for the broken, not the polished. He came for the lost, not the self-
sufficient. Are we more concerned with keeping our hands clean than with seeing people saved? Do
we avoid messy people—or move toward them like Jesus did?

The Question About Fasting (vv. 18-20)
Some questioned why Jesus’ disciples didn’t fast like the Pharisees or John’s followers. Jesus
responds with a wedding analogy: “Can the friends of the bridegroom fast while he is with them?”

The time for fasting would come—after Jesus was taken from them. But right now, they were
celebrating the arrival of the Bridegroom.

Application: There’s a time for feasting, and a time for fasting. Joy and sorrow both have a place in
the Christian life. Following Jesus isn’t about rituals—it’s about relationship. There’s a time to
mourn, yes—but also a time to rejoice in His presence.

New Wine Needs New Wineskins (vv. 21-22)
Jesus continues:

“No one puts new wine into old wineskins... the wine is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined. New
wine must be put into new wineskins.”

Jesus wasn’t patching up the old religious system. He was bringing something entirely new—
something fresh, alive, dynamic. And the old structures couldn’t contain it.

Application: Are you flexible enough to move when God does something new? Or are you stuck in
the way things have always been? God’s Spirit doesn’t always follow tradition. If we get rigid and
unteachable, we might miss the fresh thing He wants to do.

“Blessed are the flexible, for they shall not be broken.”

Lord of the Sabbath (vv. 23-28)
Jesus’ disciples are walking through grainfields on the Sabbath, picking grain as they go—something
permitted in the law. But the Pharisees accuse them of breaking the Sabbath.

Jesus reminds them of David eating the priest’s bread when he was hungry—then He drops this
powerful truth:

“The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath. Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord
of the Sabbath.” (vv. 27-28)
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Application: Legalism puts rules above people. Jesus flips that upside-down. The Sabbath was

meant to be a gift—a day of rest, not a burden. Jesus wants us to live free, not enslaved to a rigid
religious system.

Final Reflection:

Mark 2 reminds us of the kind of Savior Jesus is:
e He sees the need behind the need.
e He moves toward the outcast.
e Hedoesn’tfitinto old religious molds.
e Hevalues mercy over ritual.
e He offersrestinstead of rules.

So let me ask you:
o Areyou willing to bring your deepest need to Jesus—even if it’s not what you came for?
e Areyou following Him with the same abandon that Matthew did?
e Areyou flexible when God wants to do something new in your life?
e Areyou more concerned with being right or being like Christ?

Jesus is still in the house. And just like that crowded home in Capernaum, He’s still preaching the
Word, still healing, still forgiving, still calling sinners to follow Him.
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