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The Servant Begins His Work

Mark’s Gospel hits the ground running. There’s no long introduction, no genealogy, no nativity
story—just the clear, urgent message: “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God”
(Mark 1:1, NKJV). Mark wants us to know: this is about Jesus, the Servant of God, and what He came
to do.

Background of the Author

Mark—also called John Mark—was likely just a young teenager when Jesus was crucified. Most
scholars believe he got his firsthand knowledge of Jesus from Peter, who refers to him as “my son” in
the faith. Mark was like a spiritual apprentice, learning from Peter’s experiences with Jesus and
eventually writing them down. He traveled with Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey
but bailed early, possibly out of fear. That caused a sharp disagreement between Paul and Barnabas
later on. But the story didn’t end there—Mark matured, and Paul eventually called him “useful” for
ministry (2 Tim. 4:11).

Application: Your past failures don’t disqualify you from future faithfulness. Mark’s story reminds us
that God isn’t finished with us, even when we fall short. If you’ve ever walked away or let someone
down, God can still use you. The story isn’t over.

Jesus: The Servant King
The Holy Spirit uses each Gospel to presents Jesus with a unique focus:

e Matthew shows Him as the King.

e Luke presents Him as the Son of Man.

e Johnreveals Him as the Son of God.

e Markreveals Jesus as the Servant of all.

There’s no time to waste. Mark dives right into Jesus’ public ministry. He begins with the ministry of
John the Baptist, fulfilling prophecy (Malachi 3:1; Isaiah 40:3). John was the voice crying in the
wilderness, preparing the way.

Preparing the Way (vv. 2-8)
John preached repentance and pointed people toward the One who would come after him. He
baptized with water, but Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit.

Application: Before Jesus begins to work through us, He works on us. That starts with repentance—
turning away from sin and turning toward Him. Is there something in your heart that needs to be
cleared out so that Christ can take His rightful place?

The Baptism of Jesus (vv. 9-11)
When Jesus is baptized, something incredible happens. Heaven opens, the Spirit descends like a
dove, and the Father speaks: “You are My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.”

This is one of those rare moments in Scripture where all three persons of the Triunity are present. It’s
also a beautiful reminder that before Jesus ever performed a miracle or preached a sermon, the
Father affirmed Him.
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Application: You don’t have to perform to earn God’s love. Jesus was affirmed before His ministry
even began. Our identity in Christ is not based on what we do, but on whose we are.

Temptation in the Wilderness (vv. 12-13)

Immediately, the Spirit leads Jesus into the wilderness. He’s there for forty days, tempted by Satan.
Mark doesn’t give many details—just that Jesus faced real spiritual warfare, surrounded by wild
animals, yet ministered to by angels.

Application: Even when you’re led by the Spirit, you’ll face trials and temptations. Being in the center
of God’s will doesn’t mean life will be easy—but it does mean God will strengthen you through it.
Don’t confuse spiritual opposition with God’s absence. You’re not alone in the wilderness.

Jesus Begins His Ministry (vv. 14-15)
After John is arrested, Jesus begins preaching: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

Jesus’ message is simple, urgent, and clear: turn from your sin, and believe the good news.

Application: Salvation isn’t just about believing a set of facts—it’s about turning (repentance) from
sin and stepping into a new kingdom with a new Lord and King. Have you responded to that
invitation?

Calling the First Disciples (vv. 16-20)

Jesus calls Simon (Peter), Andrew, James, and John. They were fishermen—hardworking, ordinary
men. When Jesus says, “Follow Me, and | will make you become fishers of men,” they drop
everything and follow Him.

It’s important to note: this wasn’t their first time meeting Jesus. The other Gospels indicate that they
had likely heard Him teach before. But now came the call to full-time discipleship.

Application: Following Jesus isn’t a part-time gig. It’s a full surrender. He doesn’t just want weekend
attendance—He wants your heart, your hands, your future—your life. What have you left behind to
follow Him?

Teaching with Authority (vv. 21-28)

In the synagogue, Jesus teaches with authority, not like the scribes who just quoted others. Then, a
man with an unclean spirit interrupts. Jesus rebukes the demon and commands it to leave—and it
obeys.

The crowd is stunned. Who is this Man who commands even demons?

Application: Jesus doesn’t just have knowledge—He has power. His words carry authority, and when
He speaks, darkness flees. Is there an area in your life where you need to invite the authority of Jesus
to reign?

Healing Peter’s Mother-in-Law (vv. 29-31)
Jesus goes to Peter’s house, where his mother-in-law is sick. Jesus takes her hand, lifts her up, and
immediately she’s healed. And what does she do? She gets up and serves.
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Application: When Jesus touches your life, your natural response should be service. Healing isn’t
just for our comfort—it’s for His kingdom. How can you serve today with the strength He’s given you?

Evening Healings and Early Morning Prayer (vv. 32-35)
That night, people flood the house, bringing the sick and demon-possessed. Jesus heals many. But
early the next morning, while it’s still dark, He slips away to pray.

Application: After a long, exhausting day, Jesus doesn’t sleep in—He prays. If the Son of God needed
time with the Father, how much more do we? Don’t let busyness crowd out your time with God. Make
prayer your first priority, not your last resort.

A Leper is Cleansed (vv. 40-45)
A man with leprosy comes to Jesus and says, “If You are willing, You can make me clean.” Jesus is
moved with compassion, touches him, and says, “ am willing; be cleansed.”

Immediately, the man is healed.

Application: Leprosy, like sin, isolates and numbs. But Jesus is willing to touch what others avoid. He
isn’t afraid of your brokenness. Whatever shame you carry, bring it to Him. He is willing to cleanse.
He is willing to restore.

Final Reflection:

Mark chapter 1 reminds us that Jesus came not to be served, but to serve—and to call us to follow in
His steps. Whether you're battling sin, carrying shame, or feeling spiritually dry, this chapter says:
Jesus sees you. He calls you. He is willing. He is powerful. And He wants to work in and through your
life.

Will you respond like the disciples, immediately following Him?
Will you rise like Peter’s mother-in-law and serve?
Will you seek time with the Father like Jesus did, even in the early morning hours?

The Servant King is calling. Let’s follow Him.
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