Daily Bible Reading Companion
40-DBSN-Matthew Chapter 14

The Death of John the Baptist (Matthew 14:1-12)

At this point in Jesus' ministry, word of His miracles and teachings had spread widely, even reaching
Herod Antipas, the tetrarch of Galilee and Perea. Herod, upon hearing about Jesus, became
paranoid, believing that Jesus was actually John the Baptist resurrected.

Herod’s Fear and Guilt

Herod had imprisoned John because John publicly condemned Herod’s marriage to Herodias, his
brother Philip’s wife. Herodias, a manipulative and vindictive woman, sought revenge against John.
At a birthday feast, her daughter, Salome, performed a dance that pleased Herod so much that he
rashly promised her anything she wanted. At her mother’s prompting, she asked for John the
Baptist’s head on a platter. Though grieved, Herod granted the request out of fear of losing face
before his guests.

Personal Application

1. Courage in Speaking Truth - John the Baptist exemplified boldness and integrity. He was not
afraid to speak truth to power, even when it cost him his life. As believers, are we willing to
stand for righteousness even when it is unpopular?

2. The Danger of Rash Decisions - Herod made a foolish promise in the heat of the moment and
felt trapped by his own words. This warns us against making impulsive commitments,
especially under pressure.

3. The Power of a Hardened Heart - Herodias allowed bitterness and revenge to dictate her
actions. Unforgiveness can lead to destructive choices. We must guard our hearts against
harboring resentment.

Jesus Withdraws to a Solitary Place (Matthew 14:13-14)

Upon hearing about John’s death, Jesus sought solitude. The murder of His cousin and forerunner
must have deeply grieved Him. However, when He arrived at His destination, He was met by a great
multitude. Instead of turning them away, He was moved with compassion and healed their sick.

Personal Application

e Compassion Over Convenience - Even in His grief, Jesus prioritized ministering to others. Do
we allow interruptions to become opportunities for service?

¢ Finding Strength in Prayer - Although Jesus was burdened, He later withdrew to pray (v. 23).
When we face difficult circumstances, do we turn to God for strength?

The Feeding of the Five Thousand (Matthew 14:15-21)

As evening approached, the disciples urged Jesus to send the crowds away to find food. But Jesus
challenged them: "They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”" They only had five
loaves and two fish, yet Jesus multiplied them to feed the entire crowd, with twelve baskets of
leftovers.
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Personal Application

1. God Uses What We Have - The disciples saw only their lack, but Jesus saw potential. God
often uses what little we have when we surrender it to Him.

2. Faith Over Logic - The disciples thought practically, but Jesus operated supernaturally. Are
we willing to trust God beyond what seems possible?

3. God’s Abundant Provision - The twelve baskets left over remind us that God not only meets
our needs but provides abundantly. Do we trust Him to supply our daily needs?

Jesus Walks on Water (Matthew 14:22-33)

After dismissing the crowd, Jesus sent His disciples ahead while He went to pray. That night, a storm
arose, and the disciples struggled against the wind and waves. In the early morning hours, Jesus
came to them, walking on the water. The disciples, terrified, thought He was a ghost. But Jesus
reassured them, saying, "Take courage! Itis |. Do not be afraid.”

Peter, always bold, asked to come to Jesus on the water. Jesus invited him, and Peter stepped out in

faith. However, when he saw the wind and waves, he became afraid and began to sink. Jesus caught
him, saying, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" When they got into the boat, the storm ceased,
and the disciples worshiped Jesus, declaring, "Truly, You are the Son of God."

Personal Application

1. Jesus Comes in Our Storms - The disciples were battling the storm, and Jesus came to them
in their struggle. When we face hardships, He is with us, even when we don’t recognize Him
at first.

2. Faith Requires Focus - Peter walked on water as long as his eyes were on Jesus. When he
looked at the storm, he began to sink. In life, when we focus on our problems instead of
Christ, fear overwhelms us.

3. God’s Immediate Rescue - Peter cried, "Lord, save me!" and Jesus immediately reached out.
God does not delay in coming to our aid when we call upon Him.

Healing in Gennesaret (Matthew 14:34-36)

Upon reaching Gennesaret, people recognized Jesus and brought their sick to Him. Many sought
merely to touch the hem of His garment, believing that they would be healed—and they were.

Personal Application

1. Recognizing Our Need for Jesus - The people of Gennesaret sought Jesus earnestly. Do we
recognize our need for Him daily?

2. Faithin Action - They believed that even touching Jesus’ garment would bring healing. Do we
have that same faith to reach out to Him?

3. Jesus Responds to Faith - Every person who touched Him was healed. Jesus still responds to
those who come to Him in faith today.
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Conclusion

Matthew 14 presents powerful lessons:
¢ Johnthe Baptist’s courage reminds us to stand for truth.
e Jesus’compassion teaches us to serve others even when it’s inconvenient.
e The feeding of the five thousand encourages us to trust in God’s provision.
e Peter’s walk on water teaches us to keep our eyes on Jesus.
¢ The healings in Gennesaret show us the power of faith in Christ.

May we take these lessons to heart, applying them in our daily walk with the Lord. Let’s trust in His
provision, keep our focus on Him through life’s storms, and walk in faith every day.
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