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The Call to Discipleship and Apostleship (Matthew 10:1-4) 

Jesus, seeing the need for laborers in the harvest (Matthew 9:37-38), calls and commissions twelve 
men to be His apostles. The term "apostle" means "one who is sent," signifying their transition from 
being merely disciples—students and followers—to being messengers of Christ. 

The twelve men Jesus chose were ordinary individuals. Fishermen, a tax collector, a nationalist 
rebel—none were religious elites or societal leaders. This is a reminder that God often calls and 
uses common people for extraordinary purposes. If you feel inadequate to serve Christ, remember 
that He does not call the qualified; He qualifies the called. 

The Initial Mission: A Focused Assignment (Matthew 10:5-15) 

Jesus sends the twelve only to "the lost sheep of the house of Israel" (Matt. 10:6). At this point, the 
message was for Israel alone. Later, after His resurrection, the mission would expand to all nations 
(Matthew 28:19-20). 

Their task is to proclaim, "The kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 10:7) and to demonstrate its 
power by healing the sick, cleansing lepers, raising the dead, and casting out demons (Matthew 
10:8). They were to freely give as they had freely received. This principle remains true for us today—
our gifts, abilities, and spiritual blessings are not to be hoarded but shared with others. 

Trusting in God's Provision (Matthew 10:9-10) 

Jesus instructs them to travel light—no money, extra clothes, or provisions. Why? Because God 
would provide through the hospitality of those who received them. This underscores a vital spiritual 
truth: When God calls us to serve, He will always provide for our needs. Do we trust Him enough to 
step out in faith, knowing He will take care of us? 

Reception and Rejection: A Spiritual Battle (Matthew 10:11-15) 

The apostles were to seek out "worthy" homes—places open to their message. If rejected, they were 
to shake the dust off their feet, a symbolic act showing that they bore no responsibility for those who 
refused the gospel. 

In our own lives, we will encounter both acceptance and rejection when sharing our faith. Jesus 
reminds us not to be discouraged. Our job is to faithfully proclaim; the results are in God's hands. 

Persecution and Suffering for Christ (Matthew 10:16-25) 

Jesus warns that His followers will face opposition. They will be arrested, beaten, and brought before 
authorities. Yet, they are not to worry about what to say; the Spirit will give them the words (Matt. 
10:19-20). This assurance is not just for the apostles but for all who boldly witness for Christ today. 

Jesus also speaks of division, even within families (Matt. 10:21). Following Him can lead to rejection 
by loved ones. Have you ever faced criticism or rejection for your faith? If so, take heart—Jesus 
experienced the same. 
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Fear and Courage: A Call to Boldness (Matthew 10:26-33) 

Three times Jesus says, "Do not fear" (Matthew 10:26, 28, 31). Why? Because: 

• Truth will ultimately be revealed (v. 26). 

• God, not man, has the ultimate authority (v. 28). 

• We are deeply valued by God (v. 31). 

Jesus emphasizes the importance of acknowledging Him before others. If we confess Him before 
men, He will confess us before the Father; if we deny Him, He will deny us (Matthew 10:32-33). This 
challenges us: Are we willing to stand for Christ, even when it is difficult or costly? 

The Cost of Discipleship (Matthew 10:34-39) 

Jesus makes a striking statement: "I did not come to bring peace but a sword" (Matt. 10:34). This 
does not mean He promotes violence, but that following Him creates division. The gospel demands 
loyalty that may put us at odds with those closest to us. 

We must love Him above all else—even above family (Matthew 10:37). This challenges us to 
examine our hearts. Do we prioritize Christ above all relationships and personal desires? Are we 
willing to take up our cross and follow Him, knowing that losing our life for His sake means finding 
true life (Matthew 10:38-39)? 

The Rewards of Service (Matthew 10:40-42) 

Jesus assures that those who receive His messengers receive Him—and ultimately, the Father 
(Matthew 10:40). Even a simple act, like offering a cup of cold water to a disciple, will not go 
unrewarded (Matthew 10:42). God sees and values even the smallest acts of service done in His 
name. 

This encourages us to faithfully serve, knowing that nothing we do for Christ is ever wasted. Are we 
looking for ways to bless and support others who are serving the Lord? 

Personal Application 

1. Are you responding to the call? Jesus called ordinary people to extraordinary work. 
What is He calling you to do? Are you willing to step out in faith? 

2. Do you trust God to provide? The disciples were sent out with nothing but faith in 
God's provision. Are you willing to trust Him for your needs as you serve Him? 

3. Are you prepared for opposition? Jesus promised persecution for His followers. 
Have you counted the cost of discipleship? 

4. Will you confess Christ before others? Jesus calls us to be bold in our witness. Are 
you willing to acknowledge Him, even when it is unpopular? 

5. Is Christ your highest priority? He demands first place in our hearts, above family, 
career, and even our own lives. Is He truly your Lord? 

6. Are you serving others? Even the smallest acts of kindness in His name are seen 
and rewarded by God. Are you looking for opportunities to serve? 
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Conclusion 

Matthew 10 is a powerful call to bold, sacrificial discipleship. Jesus prepares His followers for the 
realities of ministry, reminding us that opposition is inevitable, but so is His provision and reward. 
Let us answer His call with faith, courage, and unwavering devotion, knowing that we serve a King 
who is worthy of it all. 


