Daily Bible Reading Companion
40-DBSN-Matthew Chapter 09

Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man (Matthew 9:1-8)

Jesus returns to Capernaum, his base of ministry, where a paralyzed man is brought to Him by his
friends. Instead of immediately healing him, Jesus first forgives his sins. This surprises the crowd,
and the religious leaders see it as blasphemy because only God can forgive sins.

Personal Application:

1. Spiritual Healing is the Greatest Gift — Jesus prioritizes the man's spiritual need over his
physical condition. Often, we focus on physical well-being, but our greatest need is the
forgiveness and restoration of our souls.

2. Faithis Visible —Jesus "saw their faith." Faith is not just belief but action. Like these friends,
we should carry others to Jesus in prayer and encouragement.

3. Authority of Jesus — Jesus proves His authority by healing the man, showing that He has the
power to forgive sins. Do we trust His authority over every aspect of our lives?

The Call of Matthew (Matthew 9:9-13)

Jesus calls Matthew, a tax collector, to follow Him. Matthew immediately leaves his job and follows
Jesus. Later, Jesus dines with tax collectors and sinners, which offends the Pharisees. Jesus
responds by saying He came to call sinners, not the righteous.

Personal Application:

1. Jesus Calls the Least Likely — Matthew was an outcast, yet Jesus saw his potential. No one is
beyond God's grace. Are we willing to follow when Jesus calls?

2. Compassion Over Judgment — Jesus ate with sinners. Are we willing to associate with those
in need of God's grace, or do we avoid them?

3. True Righteousness is from God - The Pharisees relied on religious rituals, but Jesus
emphasized mercy. Do we seek to be right with God through a relationship with Jesus or
through self-righteous acts?

Fasting and New Wineskins (Matthew 9:14-17)

John’s disciples ask why Jesus’ disciples do not fast. Jesus explains that fasting is for a time of
mourning, but He is present with them now. He then gives the analogy of new wine in old wineskins.

Personal Application:

1. God’s Work is Always Fresh —Just as new wine cannot be put in old wineskins, God’s work in
our lives requires flexibility. Are we open to the new things God wants to do?

2. Jesus Brings a New Covenant - The old religious system cannot contain the life and power of
Jesus. Are we clinging to traditions, or are we embracing a living relationship with Christ?

3. Balance in Spiritual Disciplines — There is a time for fasting and seeking God, but also a time
to rejoice in His presence. Are we walking in balance?
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A Dead Girl and a Sick Woman (Matthew 9:18-26)

A synagogue ruler, Jairus, asks Jesus to heal his daughter. On the way, a woman suffering from
bleeding for 12 years touches His cloak and is healed. Jesus tells her, "Your faith has made you well."
Later, He raises the girl from the dead.

Personal Application:

1.

Faith is Essential - The woman’s healing came because she believed Jesus could heal her.
Do we approach Jesus with confident faith?

Jesus’ Power is Limitless — He heals a chronic disease and raises the dead. Nothing is
impossible for Him.

Trust in God's Timing — Jairus had to wait while Jesus healed the woman. God's delays are
not denials. Do we trust Him even when He seems slow to act?

Jesus Heals the Blind and Mute (Matthew 9:27-34)

Two blind men call Jesus “Son of David,” recognizing Him as the Messiah. Jesus heals them
according to their faith. Then, He casts out a demon from a mute man.

Personal Application:

1.

Faith Must be Personal - Jesus asks, "Do you believe | am able?" Our faith must be personal
and confident in His ability.

Spiritual Blindness is Worse than Physical Blindness — The Pharisees rejected Jesus despite
seeing miracles. Are we spiritually open to God's work, or do we resist His truth?

Testimonies Matter — The healed men couldn’t keep quiet, even when Jesus asked them to.
Are we sharing what God has done in our lives?

The Harvest is Plentiful (Matthew 9:35-38)

Jesus travels through cities, teaching, healing, and proclaiming the Gospel. He sees the crowds as
sheep without a shepherd and tells His disciples to pray for laborers for the harvest.

Personal Application:

1.
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Compassion Drives Ministry — Jesus was moved with compassion. Are our hearts stirred by
the needs of others?

The Need is Great — The harvest (lost souls) is plentiful, but laborers are few. Are we willing to
be used by God to share His message?

Prayer Precedes Action — Before sending laborers, Jesus tells them to pray. Are we praying for
God to send workers into the harvest, and are we willing to be one of them?
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Conclusion:

Matthew 9 shows Jesus' power over sin, sickness, death, and spiritual oppression. It emphasizes
faith, compassion, and the call to follow Jesus. The chapter challenges us to trust in Jesus, serve
others, and be part of His mission. Are we responding to His call with faith and action?
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