Daily Bible Reading Companion
40-DBSN-Matthew Chapter 08

Coming Down from the Mountain: The Kingdom in Action (Matthew 8:1-4)

After delivering the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus comes down from the mountain, and the
multitudes follow Him. The message of the kingdom has been declared, and now Jesus begins
demonstrating its power through action. The first person He encounters is a leper—someone
considered an outcast in society, untouchable and unclean.

A man suffering from leprosy comes to Jesus in faith and humility, saying, “Lord, if You are willing,
You can make me clean.” This leper’s statement acknowledges Jesus’ authority while submitting to
His will. Jesus responds with compassion, “/ am willing; be cleansed,” and immediately, the leper is
healed.

Personal Application:

e The leper approaches Jesus with humility, not demanding but submitting to His will. This is
how we should come to Christ—with faith in His power but surrendering to His perfect plan.

e Jesus'response, “l am willing,” reminds us that He desires our healing, whether physically,
emotionally, or spiritually.

¢ Sometimes, we feel untouchable or unworthy, but Jesus is always willing to reach into our
lives and make us whole.

Healing the Centurion’s Servant: Great Faith (Matthew 8:5-13)

Next, a Roman centurion approaches Jesus on behalf of his servant, who is suffering terribly. The
centurion demonstrates great faith by saying that Jesus doesn’t even need to come to his house; He
only needs to speak the word, and the servant will be healed. Jesus marvels at his faith, saying, “/
have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!” The servant is healed that very moment.

Personal Application:

e Faithis trusting Jesus’ authority over all circumstances. The centurion understood that Jesus
had the power to command healing with just a word.

e We should be interceding for others, just as the centurion did for his servant. Our prayers
can bring God’s power into the lives of those around us.

e Jesus highlights that many from the east and west (Gentiles) will enter the kingdom, but
some of those who were supposed to inherit it (many Jews of that time) will miss it because
of their lack of faith. Salvation is based on faith, not birthright.

Peter’s Mother-in-Law and Many Others Healed (Matthew 8:14-17)

Jesus enters Peter’s house, sees his mother-in-law sick with a fever, and touches her. She is healed
instantly and begins to serve. That evening, many people with diseases and demon oppression
come to Jesus, and He heals them all, fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy: “He Himself took our infirmities
and bore our sicknesses.”
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Personal Application:

e Jesus’ healing power extends to every area of life. He healed a leper (an outcast), a
centurion’s servant (a Gentile), and now a woman (who, in that culture, was not highly
esteemed). Jesus’ kingdom is for everyone.

¢ When Peter’s mother-in-law was healed, she immediately served. True healing should result
in service to Christ and others.

e Jesus’ power over sickness and demons reminds us that He has authority over all affliction,
and we can trust Him with our struggles.

The Cost of Following Jesus (Matthew 8:18-22)

A scribe tells Jesus, “I will follow You wherever You go.” Jesus responds, “Foxes have holes, birds
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” Another disciple asks for permission to
first bury his father, but Jesus says, “Let the dead bury their dead.”

Personal Application:

o Following Jesus requires commitment. We must be willing to leave behind comfort and
security to walk with Him.

e Jesusis notdiscouraging family responsibilities but teaching that nothing should take
priority over following Him.

o We must examine our hearts: Are we making excuses to delay our full commitment to Jesus?
Jesus Calms the Storm (Matthew 8:23-27)

Jesus and His disciples set sail across the Sea of Galilee when a fierce storm arises. The disciples
panic, but Jesus is asleep. They wake Him, crying, “Lord, save us! We are perishing!” Jesus rebukes
their fear, “Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?” Then, He speaks to the storm, and it becomes
completely calm. The disciples are amazed, saying, “What kind of man is this, that even the winds
and the sea obey Him?”

Personal Application:
o Life will bring storms, but Jesus is in the boat with us. If we trust Him, we do not need to fear.

o Fear often comes when we focus on circumstances instead of Jesus. Faith requires us to
trust that if He has said, “Let’s go to the other side,” we will get there.

e Jesus’ authority extends over all creation. No storm is too great for Him to handle.
Deliverance of the Demon-Possessed Men (Matthew 8:28-34)

Upon arriving in the region of the Gadarenes, Jesus encounters two demon-possessed men living in
tombs. The demons recognize Jesus and plead, “Have You come to torment us before the time?”
They ask to be sent into a herd of pigs, and Jesus permits it. The demons enter the pigs, which then
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rush into the sea and drown. The townspeople, instead of rejoicing in the men’s deliverance, beg
Jesus to leave.

Personal Application:

e Demonsrecognize Jesus’ authority, yet many people still reject Him. Do we acknowledge His
authority in our lives?

e Thetown’s people cared more about their economic loss (the pigs) than the miraculous
freedom of these men. Sometimes, people reject Jesus because following Him may cost
them something worldly.

o Jesus desires to set people free from bondage. He has power over spiritual darkness, and we
can trust Him to bring deliverance.

Final Reflection:

Matthew 8 gives us a glimpse into the power of the kingdom of God in action. We see Jesus healing
the sick, casting out demons, calming the storm, and challenging people to a deeper faith. The
common theme in this chapter is Jesus’ authority—over sickness, nature, and spiritual forces. The
challenge for us is: Do we truly trust His authority in our lives?

e Are we coming to Him like the leper, in humility and faith, trusting His will?

e Do we have the centurion’s faith, believing that Jesus’ word is enough?

¢ Are we willing to follow Him wholeheartedly, without hesitation?

¢ Inthe storms of life, do we trust that Jesus is in control?

¢ When confronted with Jesus’ power, do we welcome Him or push Him away?

May we be people who embrace Jesus’ authority, trust in His power, and live as true followers of the
King.
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