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Malachi 2:1–17 – Unfaithful Priests, Broken Covenants, and a Faithful God 

“And now, O priests, this commandment is for you.” Malachi 2:1 

Malachi turns from the people in general and speaks directly to the spiritual leaders—the priests. 
God holds them responsible not only for their own hearts, but for the way they influence the people. 
When leaders drift from God, entire communities are affected. 

This chapter exposes corrupt ministry, treacherous marriages, and a casual attitude toward sin and 
judgment. At the same time, it reveals the heart of a God who still loves, still calls, and still invites 
His people back to faithfulness. 

1. A Warning to Leaders Who Treat God Lightly (Malachi 2:1–3) 

“And now, O priests, this commandment is for you. 
If you will not hear, and if you will not take it to heart, 
To give glory to My name,” 
Says the Lord of hosts, 
“I will send a curse upon you, 
And I will curse your blessings. 
Yes, I have cursed them already, 
Because you do not take it to heart.” Malachi 2:1–2 

God’s main issue with the priests is simple: 
They refused to take His word to heart and refused to give glory to His name. 

They continued in religious activity, but their hearts were unmoved. Because of this, God says He 
will “curse your blessings.” Even the things that should have been fruitful and life-giving would 
become empty and dry. 

Then God uses very strong language: 

“Behold, I will rebuke your descendants and spread refuse on your faces, 
The refuse of your solemn feasts; 
And one will take you away with it.” Malachi 2:3 

The refuse or “dung” of the sacrificial animals was removed and taken outside the camp. God is 
essentially saying, “You are treating Me with contempt. I will expose your ministry as shameful and 
remove you like waste.” It is graphic, but it shows just how seriously God takes false, dishonest, or 
careless spiritual leadership. 

Practical Application for Believers 

Even if you are not a pastor, you may still be a spiritual influence—a parent, a teacher, a small group 
leader, or simply a believer others are watching. God cares not just that we do religious things, but 
that we take His Word to heart and honor His name in how we live, speak, and serve. 
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Ask yourself: 

• Do I handle God’s Word casually, or do I let it shape my heart and decisions? 

• Do I serve God for His glory, or mainly for my own comfort, status, or image? 

2. God’s Ideal for Leaders: Truth, Reverence, and Turning People from Sin (Malachi 2:4–7) 

God reminds them what the priesthood was meant to be: 

“Then you shall know that I have sent this commandment to you, 
That My covenant with Levi may continue,” 
Says the Lord of hosts. 
“My covenant was with him, one of life and peace, 
And I gave them to him that he might fear Me; 
So he feared Me 
And was reverent before My name.” Malachi 2:4–5 

God’s covenant with Levi was meant to reflect life and peace, grounded in a deep reverence for God. 

“The law of truth was in his mouth, 
And injustice was not found on his lips. 
He walked with Me in peace and equity, 
And turned many away from iniquity. 
For the lips of a priest should keep knowledge, 
And people should seek the law from his mouth; 
For he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.” Malachi 2:6–7 

This is God’s blueprint for spiritual leaders: 

• Truth in their mouths – they must speak the Word of God faithfully. 

• Integrity in their lives – no hidden corruption, no double life. 

• Closeness to God – they “walk with Me,” not just talk about Me. 

• Turning many from sin – not just comforting people, but helping them leave what destroys 
them. 

• Knowledge of God’s Word – people come to them to hear what God says, not just human 
opinion. 

• Consciousness of being God’s messenger – “I am here to deliver what God has said, not 
what people want to hear.” 

This is still what God desires today from anyone who teaches, counsels, or leads in His name. 
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3. When Leaders Cause People to Stumble (Malachi 2:8–9) 

“But you have departed from the way; 
You have caused many to stumble at the law. 
You have corrupted the covenant of Levi,” 
Says the Lord of hosts. 
“Therefore I also have made you contemptible and base 
Before all the people, 
Because you have not kept My ways 
But have shown partiality in the law.” Malachi 2:8–9 

Instead of turning many away from sin, the priests were actually causing people to stumble. They 
distorted the law, showed favoritism, and lived in a way that contradicted the truth they were 
supposed to represent. 

The result? God allowed their reputation to collapse. They became “contemptible and base” in the 
eyes of the people. When leaders misuse their role, God may allow their influence to crumble so 
that they no longer mislead others. 

Practical Application 

• Whenever the church exchanges God’s truth for trends, politics, or empty religious talk, 
people stumble. 

• When leaders treat Scripture as optional, symbolic, or outdated, people lose their grip on 
God’s Word and drift. 

• God is not impressed by religious titles. He wants faithful hearts and honest handling of His 
truth. 

For every believer: 
Are you helping others see God more clearly, or are your compromises making Him seem 
unimportant or unclear? 

4. One Father, One Creator – So Why Treachery? (Malachi 2:10–12) 

“Have we not all one Father? 
Has not one God created us? 
Why do we deal treacherously with one another 
By profaning the covenant of the fathers?” Malachi 2:10 

Malachi zooms out from the priests to the whole community. God reminds them: 

• We all have one Father. 

• We all were created by the same God. 

So why do God’s people treat each other so treacherously? In this case, the treachery shows up in 
their marriages. 
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“Judah has dealt treacherously, 
And an abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem, 
For Judah has profaned 
The Lord’s holy institution which He loves: 
He has married the daughter of a foreign god.” Malachi 2:11 

The men of Judah were divorcing the wives of their youth—faithful women who had shared their 
struggles—and marrying younger women from surrounding nations who did not know the Lord. 
These marriages were not just “cross-cultural”; they were spiritually incompatible, tied to idolatry 
and foreign gods. 

God calls this behavior “treacherous” and labels it an abomination. It was not only a relational sin; it 
was a spiritual betrayal. They were treating God’s covenant design for marriage as something cheap 
and disposable. 

“May the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob 
The man who does this, being awake and aware, 
Yet who brings an offering to the Lord of hosts!” Malachi 2:12 

To leave your covenant wife for a pagan relationship and then stroll into worship as if everything is 
fine is hypocrisy. God warns that such a person may be cut off, even if they still bring offerings. 

God Hears the Tears on the Altar (Malachi 2:13–16) 

“And this is the second thing you do: 
You cover the altar of the Lord with tears, 
With weeping and crying; 
So He does not regard the offering anymore, 
Nor receive it with goodwill from your hands.” Malachi 2:13 

The picture is heartbreaking. Wives who have been betrayed and abandoned are weeping, their tears 
falling as it were on the altar of the Lord. God says, “I see those tears, and I will not pretend nothing 
is wrong. I will not accept your offerings as if this treachery does not matter.” 

The husbands ask, “Why? What is the problem?” 

“Yet you say, ‘For what reason?’ 
Because the Lord has been witness 
Between you and the wife of your youth, 
With whom you have dealt treacherously; 
Yet she is your companion 
And your wife by covenant.” Malachi 2:14 

God reminds them: 

o “I was there when you made your vows. 
o I heard your promises. 
o I have seen how you have betrayed them.” 
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Marriage is more than a private arrangement; it is a covenant made in the presence of God. The wife 
is not just an accessory; she is your companion, the wife of your covenant. 

“But did He not make them one, 
Having a remnant of the Spirit? 
And why one? 
He seeks godly offspring. 
Therefore take heed to your spirit, 
And let none deal treacherously with the wife of his youth.” Malachi 2:15 

God joined husband and wife as one, with the goal of raising godly offspring, a generation that knows 
and loves Him. That purpose is shattered when marriages are treated as disposable. 

Then comes one of the strongest statements in the chapter: 

“For the Lord God of Israel says 
That He hates divorce, 
For it covers one’s garment with violence,” 
Says the Lord of hosts. 
“Therefore take heed to your spirit, 
That you do not deal treacherously.” Malachi 2:16 

God does not say He hates divorced people. He says He hates divorce because of the damage it 
does—like a garment soaked with violence. Broken covenants bring wounds, confusion, and long-
lasting scars. God’s heart grieves over this. 

Jesus later affirmed that God’s design is for a man and woman to be joined together, and that what 
God has joined, people should not lightly separate. He did allow for sexual immorality as a legitimate 
ground for divorce, recognizing the gravity of that betrayal. But the overall direction of Scripture is 
clear: God’s heart is for faithfulness, reconciliation where possible, and the protection of covenant 
love. 

Practical Application 

• If you are married: 

o Guard your heart. Treachery does not usually begin with a sudden decision; it begins 
with small compromises of loyalty, secret fantasies, and unchecked resentment. 

o Remember that God Himself is a witness to your marriage covenant. 

• If you are divorced and wounded: 

o God sees your tears. He is not indifferent to what has happened to you. There is 
forgiveness, healing, and a future in Him. 

o You are not a second-class believer. The cross stands over every sin and every 
failure—including marital ones. 

• If you are single and considering marriage: 
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o Do not treat marriage lightly. 

o Do not join yourself to someone whose heart is not surrendered to Christ. Human 
attraction alone cannot carry the weight of a lifelong covenant. 

6. Wearied by Cheap Talk About “Goodness” Without Judgment (Malachi 2:17) 

“You have wearied the Lord with your words; 
Yet you say, 
‘In what way have we wearied Him?’ 
In that you say, 
‘Everyone who does evil 
Is good in the sight of the Lord, 
And He delights in them,’ 
Or, ‘Where is the God of justice?’” Malachi 2:17 

The people had adopted a shallow, sentimental view of God: 

• “Everyone is good in God’s eyes.” 

• “God is pleased with everyone.” 

• “God would never really judge.” 

At the same time, when they looked at injustice and evil around them, they said, “Where is the God 
of justice?” They wanted a God who would comfort them but never confront them, bless them but 
never hold them accountable. 

God says, “This kind of talk wearies Me.” Not because God is tired, but because this kind of thinking 
empties His character of truth and holiness. He is loving, patient, and merciful—but He is also just, 
righteous, and perfectly opposed to evil. 

To deny judgment is to deny the seriousness of sin and the holiness of God. And it is to cheapen the 
cross, where Jesus bore the full reality of that judgment on our behalf. 

A Challenge for Believers 

1. To leaders and influencers: 

▪ Are you handling God’s Word faithfully, or selectively? 
▪ Do people see in you a life that matches what you teach? 
▪ Are you helping turn people away from sin, or making sin seem harmless? 

2. To husbands and wives: 

o Are you treating your marriage as a covenant before God, or as something that exists 
mainly for your personal comfort? 

o Are you dealing “treacherously” in your thoughts, habits, or hidden life? 
o Is there repentance, humility, and a willingness to seek help where the relationship is 

strained? 



Daily Bible Reading Companion 
39-DBSN-Malachi Chapter 02 

 

07 
Copyright © 2024-2025 
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.  Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV), 
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)  Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

3. To all believers: 

o Have you let worship become weary duty rather than grateful devotion? 

o Are you drifting toward a sentimental idea that “everyone is fine” and “God delights in 
all choices,” even when Scripture clearly warns about sin and judgment? 

God’s call in Malachi is not just “try harder.” It is: “Take heed to your spirit”—let Him search you, 
humble you, cleanse you, and realign your heart with His. 

An Invitation to Those Who Have Not Yet Given Their Lives to Jesus 

Malachi exposes sin, hypocrisy, broken covenants, and cheap talk about God. But all of these point 
to our deeper need: we need new hearts, not just better habits. 

All of us, in one way or another, have: 

• Treated God lightly. 

• Treated others treacherously. 

• Spoken about God in ways that make Him smaller than He really is. 

Left to ourselves, we will face the judgment of a holy God. But the same God who warns of judgment 
has also provided a way of salvation. 

Jesus, the Son of God, came into this world, lived a sinless life, and willingly went to the cross. He 
shed His blood to pay for our sins—every sinful word, every betrayal, every broken promise. On the 
third day, He rose from the dead. His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

Because of His death and resurrection, you do not have to stay under guilt, shame, or confusion. 
God offers you: 

• Forgiveness of sin. 

• A new heart and a new beginning. 

• A real relationship with Him as your Father. 

• The hope of eternal life. 

He calls you, not to empty religion, but to a living, personal surrender to Jesus Christ as Lord. 

If you sense Him drawing you, you can respond in simple faith, something like this: 

“God, I see that I have sinned against You. I have treated You lightly and gone my own way. I believe 
that Jesus died on the cross for my sins and that He rose again. I turn from my sin and surrender my 
life to You. Forgive me, cleanse me, and make me Yours. I want Jesus to be my Savior and my Lord.” 

The words themselves are not magic. What matters is your heart turning to God and placing your 
trust in Jesus and His finished work on the cross. 

“For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Romans 10:13 
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Malachi shows us how serious our sin is—but the cross shows us how great God’s love is. Jesus 
shed His blood to save you. His resurrection proves He is God, Savior, and Lord. The question is not 
whether He will receive you; the question is whether you will come. 


