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Malachi 1:1-14 - God’s Unchanging Love and Our Half-Hearted Worship
“The burden of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi.” Malachi 1:1

Malachi introduces himself simply as a messenger. We do not know his background, his family, or
his hometown. His name means “My messenger,” and that is exactly what he is—God’s closing
voice of the Old Testament era, speaking to a people who had grown religious, busy, and bored with
God.

The real author is the Lord; Malachi is His messenger; Israel is His audience. And God’s first words
are stunning.

1. God’s First Word: “l Have Loved You” (Malachi 1:2-5)

“I have loved you,” says the Lord.
Yet you say, “In what way have You loved us?” Malachi 1:2

God begins with a declaration, not of anger, but of love: “I have loved you.” The sense is not only past
but ongoing: | have loved you and | still love you.

Israel’s response exposes the coldness of their hearts: “In what way have You loved us?”

Their circumstances had become their theology. Life was hard, they were disappointed, and so they
questioned the love of God. Many people do the same today:

e “If God loves me, why did this happen?”
e “If God loves the Jewish people, why the Holocaust?”
o “If God loves me, why am | suffering?”

We often define love as soft, indulgent, and sentimental. Scripture defines love as holy, committed,
and willing to discipline for our good.

“For whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.”
Hebrews 12:6

A parent who never disciplines a child does not truly love that child. Love is strong enough to say
“no,” strong enough to correct, strong enough to pull us out of the street when we are running into
danger. In the same way, God sometimes allows painful discipline to avert greater disaster. Many of
the trials we resent are actually God’s mercy at work.

So when Israel says, “How have You loved us?” God answers by pointing to His choice of Jacob.

“Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?”

Says the Lord.

“Yet Jacob | have loved;

But Esau | have hated,

And laid waste his mountains and his heritage for the jackals of the wilderness.” Malachi 1:2-3
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Jacob and Esau were twin brothers. By custom, the older (Esau) should have received the birthright
and blessing. Yet God, in His wisdom, chose Jacob to be the line through which the promise would
come.

When God says, “Jacob | have loved, but Esau | have hated,” the word “hated” is used in a
comparative sense—loved less, not an emotional rage or arbitrary rejection. God chose to set His
covenant love on Jacob’s line in a special way. Israel’s very existence as the line of Jacob was
evidence of God’s love.

Both nations—Edom (Esau’s descendants) and Israel (Jacob’s descendants)—experienced
judgment and exile. But God promised a future for Israel that He did not promise for Edom:

“They may build, but | will throw down;

They shall be called the Territory of Wickedness,

And the people against whom the Lord will have indignation forever.
Your eyes shall see,

And you shall say,

‘The Lord is magnified beyond the border of Israel.’” Malachi 1:4-5

Edom would be wiped out and never reestablished as a nation. Israel, though disciplined, would be
restored. God is saying, “If you want to see whether | love you, compare your story with Edom’s. You
survived because | am faithful to My covenant love.”

2. Dishonoring God While Calling Him Father (Malachi 1:6-8)
God then turns to the heart of the problem: the priests and their casual, contemptuous worship.

“A son honors his father,

And a servant his master.

If then | am the Father,

Where is My honor?

And ifl am a Master,

Where is My reverence?

Says the Lord of hosts

To you priests who despise My name.

Yet you say, ‘In what way have we despised Your name?’” Malachi 1:6

God appeals to basic human relationships. A son honors his father. A servant respects his master.
“If | am your Father and your Master,” the Lord says, “where is My honor? Where is My reverence?”

The shocking part is that this rebuke is directed to the priests—the very people leading worship. They
are blind to their own spiritual condition and genuinely ask, “In what way have we despised Your
name?”
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God answers:

“You offer defiled food on My altar,

But say,

‘In what way have we defiled You?’

By saying,

‘The table of the Lord is contemptible.’
And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice,
Is it not evil?

And when you offer the lame and sick,
Is it not evil?

Offer it then to your governor!

Would he be pleased with you?

Would he accept you favorably?”
Says the Lord of hosts. Malachi 1:7-8

Under the law, Israel was to bring their best to God—a lamb without blemish, the firstfruits of the
flock or field. Instead, they brought:

e Blind animals
e Lame animals
e Sick animals
In other words: “Give God what we cannot use anyway.”
God’s rebuke is sharp: “Try paying your governor that way. See if he is pleased with your leftovers.”

The issue is not only the sacrifice itself, but the attitude behind it. They had come to treat God’s table
as something cheap, common, and inconvenient. Their hearts were no longer moved by gratitude or
reverence.

How often do we do the same?
e God gets the leftover time, if we are not too tired.
o (God gets the leftover energy, after everything else is done.
e (God gets the leftover money, if anything is remaining.

e God gets the leftover attention, after we have scrolled, streamed, and spent our minds on
everything else.

We may not bring lame animals, but we can still bring lame worship.
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3. “I Have No Pleasure in You” - When Worship Becomes an Offense (Malachi 1:9-11)

“But now entreat God'’s favor,

That He may be gracious to us.

While this is being done by your hands,
Will He accept you favorably?”

Says the Lord of hosts. Malachi 1:9

God asks: “With this kind of offering, do you really think | should be pleased with you?”
Then comes a startling statement:

“Who is there even among you who would shut the doors,
So that you would not kindle fire on My altar in vain?

| have no pleasure in you,”

Says the Lord of hosts,

“Nor will I accept an offering from your hands.” Malachi 1:10

God is essentially saying: “l would rather someone locked the temple doors than have you continue
bringing Me this kind of empty, polluted worship. Stop going through the motions. If your heart is not
in it, do not pretend.”

That is a sobering word for any generation. There are times when God is more offended by insincere
worship than by honesty that admits, “My heart is not right.”

God does not need our things. He does not need our offerings. He wants us—our hearts, our trust,
our love, our obedience.

The psalmist wrestled with this same realization:

“What shall | render to the Lord For all His benefits toward me?
I will take up the cup of salvation, And call upon the name of the Lord.” Psalm 116:12-13

In the end, the greatest thing we can “give” God is ourselves—receiving the salvation He provides
and calling on His name.

God then looks beyond Israel’s corruption and speaks about a future global worship:

“For from the rising of the sun, even to its going down,
My name shall be great among the Gentiles;

In every place incense shall be offered to My name,
And a pure offering;

For My name shall be great among the nations,”

Says the Lord of hosts. Malachi 1:11

A day is coming when people from every nation will honor the Lord with sincere worship. Malachi
ties this to pure offerings and incense, which Scripture elsewhere identifies as the prayers of the
saints. True worship is not about outward ritual; it flows from hearts that know God, love God, and
callon Him in truth.
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4. “What a Weariness!” - When Serving God Feels Heavy (Malachi 1:12-14)

“But you profane it,

In that you say,

‘The table of the Lord is defiled;

And its fruit, its food, is contemptible.’
You also say, ‘Oh, what a weariness!’
And you sneer at it,”

Says the Lord of hosts. Malachi 1:12-13

Their attitude toward serving God had become one of boredom and burden:
e “What a weariness!”
e “Dowe have to do this again?”

Worship had become a chore, ministry a drag, and sacrifice something to resent instead of rejoice
in.

Then God describes the hypocrisy:

“And you bring the stolen, the lame, and the sick;
Thus you bring an offering!

Should I accept this from your hand?”

Says the Lord. Malachi 1:13

They even made vows to bring their best, but when the time came, they swapped in something
inferior:

“But cursed be the deceiver

Who has in his flock a male,

And takes a vow,

But sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished—

Forl am a great King,” says the Lord of hosts,

“And My name is to be feared among the nations.” Malachi 1:14

God takes it seriously when someone promises one thing and then offers something corrupt
instead. The issue is not perfection but honesty. God is a great King, worthy of honor, not a
convenient bin for what we no longer want.

Practical Application for Believers

1. Examine how you understand God’s love.
God’s love is not fragile sentiment; it is holy, steady, and strong enough to discipline. When
you face hardship, do you assume God has stopped loving you—or do you let those
moments drive you back to His heart and His Word?

2. Askhonestly: Am | giving God my best or my leftovers?
This touches every area:
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e Time

e Energy

e Resources
e Attention
e Service

Are there areas where you would be embarrassed to offer a human authority what you routinely offer
God?

3. Checkyour attitude toward worship and service.
If serving God has become nothing but a burden, itis time to slow down and let Him search
your heart. He does not want bitter, resentful offerings. He wants joyful, willing hearts. If you
are exhausted and resentful, seek His renewal rather than simply pushing harder.

4. Letyour gifts match your gratitude.
We can never repay God. Jesus shed His blood on the cross to pay for our sins. His
resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. The only fitting response is to present
ourselves as “a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,” which is our reasonable service
(Romans 12:1).

A Challenge to Believers

e Areyou questioning God’s love because of your circumstances? Bring your confusion to Him
honestly, but do not let pain rewrite who God is. Look again at the cross. There, God’s love is
forever settled.

e Areyou serving God out of routine, obligation, or pressure? Ask Him to restore the joy of your
salvation and renew your heart in worship.

¢ Areyou offering God what costs you nothing? Ask Him to show you how to honor Him in your
priorities, your giving, and your daily life.

Let Malachi’s rebukes become a gracious wake-up call, not a condemnation. God disciplines those
He loves. If He is confronting your apathy or half-heartedness, it is because He wants you close, not
distant.

An Invitation to Those Who Have Not Yet Come to Christ

God’s first word in this book is, “I have loved you.” That is not only His word to ancient Israel; it is His
word to you.

You may have asked, “If God loves me, why is my life like this?” The deeper question is this:
What have you done with the clearest proof of God’s love—the cross of Jesus Christ?

6 Copyright © 2024-2025

Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide
Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV), This teaching is given freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies.
Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)



Daily Bible Reading Companion
39-DBSN-Malachi Chapter 01

Jesus willingly went to the cross and shed His blood for your sins. He took the judgment you deserve
so you could be forgiven, cleansed, and brought into a real relationship with God. His resurrection
on the third day is God’s declaration that He is truly God, truly Savior, and truly Lord.

God is not asking you to clean yourself up and bring Him something impressive. He is calling you to
come as you are and receive what He has already provided:

e Forgiveness of sins
e Anew heart

e Anew life

e Aliving hope

If you sense God drawing you, you can respond to Him right now in simple, sincere faith. You might
pray something like this:

“Lord, | have doubted Your love and gone my own way. | confess that | am a sinner and | cannot save
myself. | believe that Jesus died on the cross for my sins and that He rose again. | surrender my life to
You. Save me, forgive me, and make me Yours. | want to follow You as my Lord.”

The prayer itself does not save you; Jesus does. But if you turn to Him with your heart, trusting in His
death and resurrection, He will receive you.

“Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Romans 10:13

Malachi begins with God saying, “| have loved you.” The cross and the empty tomb are God’s final,
unchanging proof of that love. The question now is not, “Does God love you?” The question is, “Will
you respond to His love?”
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