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Zechariah 14:1–21 

The Day of the Lord and the Reign of the True King 

Zechariah 14 brings us to a climactic vision: “the day of the Lord.” This is not just a date on a 
calendar. It is the moment when God openly intervenes in history, judges evil, rescues His people, 
and establishes His rule in a way the whole world can see. 

Over and over in this chapter, we see: 

• a world in turmoil, 

• Jerusalem under attack, 

• the Lord Himself stepping in, 

• the transformation of creation, 

• and the nations coming to worship the true King. 

This passage pulls our eyes forward—to the future reign of Jesus Christ—and also inward, 
challenging the way we live right now. 

1. A Dark Day Before the Dawn (Zechariah 14:1–2) 

Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, 
and your spoil will be divided in your midst. 
For I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem; 
the city shall be taken, 
the houses rifled, 
and the women ravished. 
Half of the city shall go into captivity, 
but the remnant of the people shall not be cut off from the city. (Zechariah 14:1–2) 

The chapter opens with a sobering description: 

• All nations gathered against Jerusalem. 

• The city overrun and plundered. 

• People abused and carried away. 

• A remnant left, but under intense pressure. 

We are reminded that the Bible does not pretend that history flows gently toward peace on its own. It 
tells us plainly that there will be times of great shaking—political, military, spiritual. God allows the 
fullness of human rebellion and injustice to come to light before He intervenes decisively. 

Yet even in this dark picture, there is hope: “the remnant of the people shall not be cut off.” God 
always preserves a people for Himself, even in the worst circumstances. 
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2. The Lord Descends and the Mount of Olives Splits (Zechariah 14:3–5) 

Then the Lord will go forth 
and fight against those nations, 
as He fights in the day of battle. 
And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, 
which faces Jerusalem on the east. 
And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, 
from east to west, 
making a very large valley; 
half of the mountain shall move toward the north 
and half of it toward the south. 
Then you shall flee through My mountain valley, 
for the mountain valley shall reach to Azal. 
Yes, you shall flee 
as you fled from the earthquake 
in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. 
Thus the Lord my God will come, 
and all the saints with You. (Zechariah 14:3–5) 

When Jerusalem stands at the edge of total disaster, the Lord Himself goes forth to fight on behalf of 
His people. This is not just God acting invisibly behind the scenes. The language is personal and 
visible: 

“His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives.” 

The Mount of Olives is the same ridge from which Jesus ascended into heaven, and the angels said 
to His disciples: 

“This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” 

Zechariah describes a dramatic geological event: 

• The Mount of Olives splits in two. 

• A great valley is formed. 

• It becomes a way of escape for God’s people. 

And Zechariah adds this powerful line: 

“Thus the Lord my God will come, 
and all the saints with You.” 

Here we see not only the Lord returning, but His people returning with Him. Those who belong to 
Jesus will one day be with Him when He openly asserts His rule over the earth. 
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3. A Unique Day and Living Waters (Zechariah 14:6–9) 

It shall come to pass in that day that there will be no light; 
the lights will diminish. It shall be one day 
which is known to the Lord—neither day nor night. 
But at evening time it shall happen 
that it will be light. 

And in that day it shall be 
that living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, 
half of them toward the eastern sea 
and half of them toward the western sea; 
in both summer and winter it shall occur. 

And the Lord shall be King over all the earth. 
In that day it shall be— 
“The Lord is one,” 
and His name one. (Zechariah 14:6–9) 

This is described as “one day which is known to the Lord.” It will not fit our normal categories of night 
and day. God is signaling that this is a unique moment in history, unlike anything before. 

From Jerusalem, “living waters” will flow—life-giving, continual, in all seasons: 

• toward the eastern sea, 

• toward the western sea, 

• bringing renewal to creation. 

The imagery echoes the vision of a river flowing from the temple in another prophetic book, bringing 
healing and abundant life wherever it goes. 

At the center of it all is this declaration: “The Lord shall be King over all the earth.” 

Right now, many rulers claim authority. Many ideologies compete for allegiance. But this prophecy 
looks ahead to the day when the Lord alone is acknowledged as King, and His name alone is exalted. 

4. Transformed Land and Secure Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:10–11) 

All the land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem shall be raised up and inhabited in her place 
from Benjamin’s Gate to the place of the First Gate and the Corner Gate, 
and from the Tower of Hananel to the king’s winepresses. 

The people shall dwell in it; 
and no longer shall there be utter destruction, 
but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited. (Zechariah 14:10–11) 
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The land itself is reshaped: 

• The surrounding territory is leveled like a plain. 

• Jerusalem is lifted up and securely inhabited. 

• The city’s boundaries are expanded and stabilized. 

Jerusalem, so often a place of conflict and fear, will finally be truly safe. God’s presence and rule 
will give a kind of security that no human alliance or military strategy can ever achieve. 

5. Judgment on the Enemies (Zechariah 14:12–15) 

And this shall be the plague 
with which the Lord will strike all the people 
who fought against Jerusalem: 

Their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet, 
their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, 
and their tongues shall dissolve in their mouths. 

It shall come to pass in that day 
that a great panic from the Lord will be among them. 
Everyone will seize the hand of his neighbor, 
and raise his hand against his neighbor’s hand; 
Judah also will fight at Jerusalem. 

And the wealth of all the surrounding nations 
shall be gathered together: 
gold, silver, and apparel in great abundance. 
Such also shall be the plague 
on the horse and the mule, 
on the camel and the donkey, 
and on all the cattle that will be in those camps. (Zechariah 14:12–15) 

These are sobering verses. They describe a sudden, devastating judgment on those who gathered to 
destroy Jerusalem: 

• Their flesh, eyes, and tongues dissolve. 

• Panic and confusion break out. 

• Even their animals and equipment are affected. 

The point is not for us to revel in graphic detail, but to grasp the seriousness of opposing God and 
persecuting His people. Human power structures, armies, and strategies that set themselves 
against the Lord will not stand in the end. 

God is patient now, giving people time to repent. But this chapter reminds us: His patience is not 
indifference. Judgment is real. 



Daily Bible Reading Companion 
38-DBSN- Zechariah Chapter 14 

 

05 
Copyright © 2024-2025 
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.  Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV), 
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)  Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

6. The Nations Worship the King (Zechariah 14:16–19) 

And it shall come to pass 
that everyone who is left of all the nations 
which came against Jerusalem 
shall go up from year to year 
to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, 
and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 

And it shall be that whichever of the families of the earth 
do not come up to Jerusalem to worship the King, 
the Lord of hosts, 
on them there will be no rain. 

If the family of Egypt will not come up and enter in, 
they shall have no rain; 
they shall receive the plague 
with which the Lord strikes the nations 
who do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 
This shall be the punishment of Egypt 
and the punishment of all the nations 
that do not come up 
to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. (Zechariah 14:16–19) 

After judgment, we see survivors from the nations. They are not eliminated from God’s plan. Instead, 
they are called to worship: 

• They go up to Jerusalem year after year. 

• They honor the Lord as King. 

• They keep the Feast of Tabernacles, which celebrated God’s care for His people in the 
wilderness. 

Those who refuse to worship the King experience a withholding of rain. In other words, blessing is 
connected to submission to the Lord’s reign. Even in this restored order, God respects human 
choice—but choices have consequences. 
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7. Holiness to the Lord Everywhere (Zechariah 14:20–21) 

In that day “HOLINESS TO THE LORD” 
shall be engraved on the bells of the horses. 
The pots in the Lord’s house 
shall be like the bowls before the altar. 
Yes, every pot in Jerusalem and Judah 
shall be holiness to the Lord of hosts. 
Everyone who sacrifices 
shall come and take them and cook in them. 

In that day there shall no longer be a Canaanite 
in the house of the Lord of hosts. (Zechariah 14:20–21) 

In the ancient temple, the phrase “Holiness to the Lord” was engraved on the high priest’s turban. It 
set him apart for God’s service. 

Here, the same phrase appears: 

• on the bells of horses, 

• on common cooking pots, 

• on everyday items across Jerusalem and Judah. 

The point is this: holiness will no longer be confined to the temple or a special class of people. The 
whole society will be set apart to God. Ordinary things will be used in God-honoring ways. Everyday 
life will be worship. 

“No longer a Canaanite” in the house of the Lord points to the removal of those who oppose God’s 
ways. The worship of God will not be mixed with idolatry, exploitation, or rebellion. His house—and 
His people—will be fully devoted to Him. 

Practical Application 

1. Live now in light of the coming King. 
Zechariah 14 shows us where history is heading: Jesus reigning openly as King over all the 
earth. If that is the future, then our present priorities should reflect it. Are you living as a 
citizen of that kingdom now—seeking righteousness, peace, and truth—or are you shaped 
more by the passing kingdoms of this world? 

2. Do not underestimate God’s justice. 
The chapter does not hide the reality of judgment. Those who gather against God and His 
ways will not ultimately succeed. This should do two things in us: 

o Comfort us when evil seems to be winning. 

o Humble us, so we do not take sin lightly in our own lives. 
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3. Holiness is not just for “religious spaces.” 
In the coming kingdom, “Holiness to the Lord” will be written over everyday life. That is a 
preview of how God wants us to live even now: 

o in our work, 

o in our relationships, 

o in how we handle money, time, and opportunities. 

God is not only interested in your “spiritual moments.” He wants your whole life. 

A Challenge for Believers 

• Are you living as if Jesus really will be King over all the earth? 
Or are you more invested in earthly power, comfort, or recognition? 

• Is there any “idol” in your life—something you trust, love, or obey more than God? 
The future belongs to the One whose name alone will be exalted. Why cling to lesser masters 
now? 

• Does “Holiness to the Lord” describe your everyday life—your private choices, your speech, 
your attitudes? 
Not perfection, but direction: are you moving toward wholehearted devotion? 

Let Zechariah 14 stir you to a deeper surrender: 

“Lord, if You are the coming King, then I want every part of my life to belong to You now. Teach me to 
live holy, honest, and humble in Your sight.” 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

Zechariah 14 shows a sobering reality: 

• There is a coming day when God will act openly. 

• There will be judgment for persistent rebellion. 

• There will also be mercy and blessing for those who submit to the true King. 

The central question is not just “What happens to Jerusalem?” but “What will you do with Jesus 
Christ, the true King?” 

Jesus came the first time in humility: 

• He allowed Himself to be arrested, mocked, and crucified. 

• He shed His blood on the cross to pay for our sins. 

• He took the judgment we deserve so we could be forgiven. 

Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the cross. 
He did not die because He was weak, but because He was willing to bear our guilt. 
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On the third day, God raised Him from the dead. 
The resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

One day He will return in power and glory, as Zechariah describes. On that day, there will be no 
neutral ground. 

You do not have to face that day unprepared. You can turn to Him now: 

• Admit that you are a sinner who cannot save yourself. 

• Believe that Jesus died for your sins and rose again. 

• Call on Him to forgive you, cleanse you, and become the Lord of your life. 

God’s desire is not to condemn you, but to save you. 
The same Jesus who will one day stand on the Mount of Olives is the Jesus who now stands ready to 
receive you. 

If you will turn to Him in repentance and faith, you will not meet Him as Judge only, but as Savior, 
Shepherd, and King—and you will share in the hope of that coming day when the Lord will be King 
over all the earth, and His name one. 


