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Zechariah 3:1–10 

Cleansed to Stand and Serve 

Zechariah 3 records the fifth vision. The focus shifts to Joshua the high priest, who served alongside 
Zerubbabel in the rebuilding of the temple. The scene is not just about one man; it is a picture of how 
God graciously deals with guilty people He intends to use. 

1. Joshua, the Angel of the Lord, and Satan the Accuser (Zechariah 3:1–2) 

Zechariah 3:1 describes Joshua the high priest standing before “the Angel of the LORD,” while Satan 
stands at his right hand to oppose him. The high priest represents the people before God, and in this 
vision Satan is standing there to accuse, resist, and hinder. 

That is still his role. Scripture calls him “the accuser of our brethren” (Revelation 12:10). Whenever 
God begins to restore, rebuild, and use His people, Satan seeks to discourage, disqualify, and 
condemn. 

But notice who answers him: 

Zechariah 3:2 
“And the LORD said to Satan, ‘The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem 
rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?’” 

The rebuke comes from the Lord Himself. Joshua (and Zechariah) are not arguing with Satan; the 
Lord takes up the case. 

This pattern appears again in Jude: 

Jude 9 says that even Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil over the body of Moses, 
did not bring a reviling accusation but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 

The point is not that believers are powerless, but that our authority and protection are found in the 
Lord, not in our own boldness. We are safest when we hide behind the Lord’s name and rely on His 
power rather than talking as if we could handle Satan on our own. 

The phrase “a brand plucked from the fire” is a vivid picture of rescue. Joshua, representing the 
people, had been under judgment, like a burning stick almost consumed. God had snatched him 
out—undeserved, but deliberate mercy. 

2. Filthy Garments and the Gift of New Clothing (Zechariah 3:3–5) 

The vision continues: 

Zechariah 3:3 
“Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before the Angel.” 

In Scripture, garments often symbolize a person’s moral or spiritual condition. Filthy garments here 
represent guilt, defilement, and any attempt at self-made righteousness. Even though Joshua is the 
high priest, he stands before God in moral uncleanness. 
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Jeremiah and Isaiah both testify that our own righteousness, apart from God’s grace, is like “filthy 
rags” before Him (Isaiah 64:6). No amount of religious activity can cleanse a guilty conscience or 
erase real sin. 

But God does not leave Joshua that way: 

Zechariah 3:4  
“See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes.” 

Notice two actions: 

1. “I have removed your iniquity” – God deals with the guilt. 

2. “I will clothe you with rich robes” – God provides new standing. 

This is grace. Joshua does not clean himself up; God removes his iniquity and clothes him. In the 
New Testament, believers are pictured as clothed in “fine linen, clean and bright,” which is 
described as “the righteous acts of the saints” (Revelation 19:8 NKJV). Yet those righteous acts 
themselves flow from the righteousness God gives and works in us when we trust His Son. 

If we can be clothed in the righteousness that comes from God through faith in Jesus Christ, it is 
foolish to try to stand before Him in our own goodness. Self-righteousness is just another set of filthy 
garments. 

The vision continues: 

Zechariah 3:5  
“Let them put a clean turban on his head.” 

The clean turban (or mitre) symbolizes restored dignity and priestly service. Joshua is not only 
forgiven; he is recommissioned. 

3. A Call to Faithful Walking and Service (Zechariah 3:6–7) 

After Joshua is cleansed and reclothed, the Angel of the Lord gives a charge: 

Zechariah 3:7 
“If you will walk in My ways, and if you will keep My command, then you shall also judge My house, 
and likewise have charge of My courts; I will give you places to walk among these who stand here.” 

Grace does not erase responsibility. Joshua is cleansed by God’s initiative, but he is called to 
respond with faithful walking and obedient service: 

• “Walk in My ways” – daily life aligned with God’s character. 

• “Keep My command” – faith expressed in obedience. 

Then comes the promise of continued ministry: he will serve in God’s house and have “places to 
walk” among those standing there—a picture of privilege, access, and fellowship in God’s presence. 

  



Daily Bible Reading Companion 
38-DBSN- Zechariah Chapter 03 

 

03 
Copyright © 2024-2025 
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.  Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV), 
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)  Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

4. The Branch, the Stone, and Iniquity Removed in One Day (Zechariah 3:8–10) 

The vision now widens beyond Joshua to the coming Messiah. 

Zechariah 3:8 
“For behold, I am bringing forth My Servant the BRANCH.” 

“Branch” is a title used in Isaiah and Jeremiah for the coming Messiah—a righteous shoot from the 
line of David. He is called “My Servant,” pointing to His humility and mission. 

Then God speaks of a stone: 

Zechariah 3:9 (partial) 
“For behold, the stone that I have laid before Joshua: upon the stone are seven eyes… and I will 
remove the iniquity of that land in one day.” 

The “stone” language in Scripture often points to the foundation of God’s work—the one upon whom 
everything rests. The “seven eyes” suggest complete insight and perfect wisdom. 

The key phrase is: “I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.” 

This points ahead to a decisive, once-for-all dealing with sin. In the fullness of time, Jesus Christ, the 
Servant and the Branch, came and shed His blood on the cross to take away sin. On that single day 
at Calvary, He bore judgment in the place of sinners. His death is sufficient to remove iniquity fully 
and finally for those who trust in Him. 

Three days later, He rose from the dead. His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. It 
is God’s public confirmation that the sacrifice was accepted and that Jesus truly has authority to 
forgive sins. 

The vision closes with a picture of peace: 

Zechariah 3:10  
“In that day… everyone will invite his neighbor under his vine and under his fig tree.” 

The “vine and fig tree” image is a picture of security, rest, and flourishing. When God fully 
establishes His reign, His people will dwell in peace and fellowship—right relationship with God and 
right relationship with others. 

Practical Application 

1. We stand accused, but Christ is our defender. 
Satan still accuses. Your past, your failures, and your weaknesses may be thrown at you as 
reasons why God cannot use you. But in Jesus Christ, God Himself is the one who removes 
guilt and clothes you in new garments. Your hope is not in your record, but in His mercy. 

2. Self-righteousness is just another set of filthy clothes. 
Many people try to approach God by listing their own good works. Scripture is clear: apart 
from God’s grace, our own righteousness is not enough. The only solid foundation is the 
cleansing and new standing God offers through His Son. 
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3. Grace leads to responsibility, not laziness. 
Joshua is cleansed first, then called to walk in God’s ways and keep His charge. In the same 
way, God’s forgiveness in Christ is not a license to drift, but a call to live a life that reflects 
His character. 

4. God’s plan centers on His Servant—the Branch. 
All true hope of restoration, peace, and wholeness flows through Jesus Christ. He is the One 
through whom iniquity is removed and through whom real peace—“under the vine and under 
the fig tree”—will ultimately come. 

A Challenge for Believers 

• Are you still trying to stand before God in your own “filthy garments”—your performance, 
your church involvement, your morality—as if that could earn His favor? 

• Have you allowed the accusations of the enemy to paralyze you, even though God has 
already offered cleansing and new clothes in Christ? 

• Are you walking in His ways and keeping His charge, or have you settled for forgiveness 
without obedience? 

Let this vision search your heart. If you belong to Jesus Christ, God has removed your iniquity and 
clothed you with a new identity. The challenge now is to live like someone who has been cleansed: 

• Turn from known sin. 
• Refuse to agree with condemnation that God has already answered. 
• Offer yourself afresh to God’s service: “Here I am, Lord. You have cleansed me; now use me.” 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

Zechariah’s vision is not just ancient religious imagery; it is a picture of what God wants to do in your 
life. 

Like Joshua, you may feel exposed—aware of guilt, failure, or shame. You may try to cover it with 
good works, religious effort, or comparison to others. But before a holy God, those are just filthy 
garments. 

The good news is that God Himself offers to remove your iniquity and clothe you with something far 
better: the righteousness of His Son. 

Jesus Christ came into this world, lived a sinless life, and shed His blood on the cross to pay for your 
sins. On that one day at Calvary, He took upon Himself the judgment that we deserve. On the third 
day, He rose again, and His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

He invites you to come to Him: 

• Not with your self-righteousness, but with your need. 
• Not with excuses, but with honesty. 
• Not as someone who can fix yourself, but as someone who needs to be cleansed and 

clothed. 
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You can respond right now, in your own words: 

• Admit your sin and your need for God’s mercy. 

• Believe that Jesus died for you and rose again. 

• Ask Him to forgive you, to make you new, and to be the Lord of your life. 

If you come to Him, He will not turn you away. He delights to take filthy garments off and put rich 
robes on. He delights to turn “brands plucked from the fire” into people who stand clean, secure, 
and ready to serve. 


