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Zechariah 2:1–13 

The Lord: Our Wall of Fire and Our Dwelling 

Zechariah 2 records the fourth in a series of visions the prophet received. God uses these pictures to 
reassure a discouraged remnant that He has not abandoned His purposes for His people. 

1. The Man with the Measuring Line (Zechariah 2:1–5) 

Zechariah 2:1–2 (NKJV) 
“Then I raised my eyes and looked, and behold, a man with a measuring line in his hand. So I said, 
‘Where are you going?’ And he said to me, ‘To measure Jerusalem, to see what is its width and what 
is its length.’” 

Zechariah sees a man with a measuring line—a kind of surveyor’s tool. The scene suggests planning, 
order, and intention. God is not finished with Jerusalem; He is laying out its future. 

As the vision unfolds, an angel is sent to speak directly to Zechariah: 

Zechariah 2:4 (NKJV) 
“‘Run, speak to this young man, saying: “Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls, 
because of the multitude of men and livestock in it.”’” 

Zechariah is called “this young man,” which suggests he was likely a younger prophet at the time. 
The message is that Jerusalem will one day outgrow her ancient walls. The city will not be confined 
by stone boundaries, because God intends abundance—“the multitude of men and livestock in it.” 

In a literal sense, Jerusalem in our own times has grown far beyond the old city walls. The walled 
“Old City” is only a small portion of modern Jerusalem. The larger point, though, is theological: 
God’s plan for His people is larger than their current limitations. 

Most importantly, God Himself promises to be their true protection: 

Zechariah 2:5 (NKJV) 
“‘For I,’ says the LORD, ‘will be a wall of fire all around her, and I will be the glory in her midst.’” 

Walls in the ancient world meant security. God is saying, “Your security will not ultimately be in 
stone, armies, or politics. I Myself will surround you. I will dwell among you.” 

This finds its deepest fulfillment in the presence of the Lord Himself—God dwelling among His 
people, first in the person of Jesus Christ, and ultimately in the fullness of His kingdom. 

2. Scattered to the Four Winds, Called to Come Out (Zechariah 2:6–9) 

Zechariah 2:6 (NKJV) 
“Up, up! Flee from the land of the north,” says the LORD; “for I have spread you abroad like the four 
winds of heaven,” says the LORD. 

God acknowledges that He Himself has scattered His people “like the four winds” because of their 
past unfaithfulness. Yet now He calls them to “flee from the land of the north,” to come out of the 
places of exile and compromise. 
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Babylon, historically, was not only a geographical power but a symbol of proud, oppressive, 
commercialized culture that disregards God. In Revelation 18, God calls His people out of “Babylon” 
again—not merely a single city, but a world system that uses and exploits people to gain wealth and 
power. There He says: 

Revelation 18:4 (NKJV) 
“Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues.” 

Zechariah 2 carries the same tone: 
Leave the spiritual and moral Babylon. Do not be entangled in systems that oppress, exploit, and 
corrupt. Return to a life centered on God. 

Zechariah 2:7 (NKJV) 
“Up, Zion! Escape, you who dwell with the daughter of Babylon.” 

This is not only about geography; it is about allegiance. God calls His people away from the mindset 
and values that treat human souls as commodities and sin as normal. 

3. The Apple of His Eye (Zechariah 2:8–9) 

Zechariah 2:8 (NKJV) 
“For thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘He sent Me after glory, to the nations which plunder you; for he 
who touches you touches the apple of His eye.’” 

This is a remarkable statement about how God views His covenant people. To touch them is to poke 
the pupil of God’s eye—an image of extreme sensitivity and personal concern. 

We must be careful here. Scripture never denies the sins or failures of Israel, and it never idealizes 
any nation as inherently righteous. Yet God’s covenant with Israel means He takes very seriously 
how they are treated. Hatred and prejudice toward the Jewish people are utterly incompatible with 
the heart of God. 

At the same time, this principle extends in a broader way to all who belong to the Lord. In Jesus 
Christ, people from every nation are grafted into the people of God. How we treat God’s people—Jew 
or Gentile in Christ—matters deeply to Him. 

Zechariah 2:9 (NKJV) 
“‘Surely I will shake My hand against them, and they shall become spoil for their servants. Then you 
will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me.’” 

God promises to act in justice against the nations that oppressed His people. History shows that 
empires which persecuted the Jews and trampled others eventually collapsed. God is not indifferent 
to injustice, and He will hold nations and individuals accountable. 
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4. The Lord Dwelling in Their Midst and Many Nations Joining Him (Zechariah 2:10–13) 

Now the tone shifts from warning to song. 

Zechariah 2:10 (NKJV) 
“‘Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For behold, I am coming and I will dwell in your midst,’ says 
the LORD.” 

This is a beautiful promise of God’s personal presence. It points forward to the coming of the 
Messiah and beyond that to the fullness of His reign. God is not merely promising protection from a 
distance; He is promising to live among His people. 

Zechariah 2:11 (NKJV) 
“‘Many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and they shall become My people. And I will 
dwell in your midst. Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you.’” 

Here we see God’s plan is not only for Israel but for “many nations.” The nations are not merely 
spectators; they are invited to become “My people.” This anticipates the gospel going to all nations 
through Jesus Christ. In Him, Jews and Gentiles are brought together into one family of faith. 

Zechariah 2:12 (NKJV) 
“And the LORD will take possession of Judah as His inheritance in the Holy Land, and will again 
choose Jerusalem.” 

God’s purposes for Judah and Jerusalem are not erased by their failures. He will “again choose” 
Jerusalem. His plans may be delayed by human disobedience, but they are not destroyed. 

The final verse in the chapter calls for reverent silence: 

Zechariah 2:13 (NKJV) 
“Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD, for He is aroused from His holy habitation!” 

When God rises to act, the only fitting response is awe. There are moments when talking, arguing, 
speculating, and debating must stop. We bow before a holy God who is moving in history. 

Practical Application 

1. God Himself is our true security. 
Ancient cities trusted in walls. We tend to trust in bank accounts, careers, health, or 
politics. But God says, “I… will be a wall of fire all around her” (Zechariah 2:5). The safest 
place to live is not behind human defenses but within the will of God. 

2. We are called to come out of modern “Babylon.” 
We may not live in ancient Babylon, but we live in a world driven by unchecked greed, 
exploitation, and spiritual compromise. God calls His people to reject the values of a 
system that uses people and ignores righteousness. We are to live in the world, but not 
be shaped by its corrupt patterns. 

3. How we treat God’s people matters. 
Prejudice, hatred, and contempt do not reflect the heart of God. Whether toward Israel 
or toward fellow believers from any background, we must remember: “He who touches 
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you touches the apple of His eye” (Zechariah 2:8). God takes personally how His people 
are treated. 

4. God’s plan includes people from every nation. 
Zechariah 2:11 anticipates the way the gospel invites “many nations” to be joined to the 
Lord. The kingdom of God is not tied to one ethnicity or culture. In Jesus Christ, people 
from all backgrounds are called to become “My people.” 

A Challenge for Believers 

• Are you trusting in “walls” of your own making, or in the Lord as your wall of fire? 
• Are there areas in your life where you are still “dwelling with the daughter of Babylon”—

compromising with a system or lifestyle that dishonors God? 
• Do you harbor resentment or prejudice toward others, including the Jewish people or any 

group of believers? 

God’s word through Zechariah calls us to: 

• Return to a life where God’s presence is our glory. 
• Step away from patterns of greed, injustice, and compromise. 
• Treat His people with the honor and care that reflects His own heart. 

Today, ask the Lord to show you where you need to “come out” of attitudes, habits, or alliances that 
are not pleasing to Him—and then respond in obedience. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

Zechariah’s promise, “I will dwell in your midst,” finds its fullest meaning in Jesus Christ. 

Jesus came into this world, lived a sinless life, and then shed His blood on the cross to save us from 
our sins. He took upon Himself the judgment we deserve. On the third day, He rose from the dead, 
and His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

He does not just invite nations in the abstract. He invites you personally. 

You may feel like you are living on the edge of the city, outside the walls, or scattered in your own 
kind of exile. Yet God calls you: 

• Out of spiritual Babylon—out of empty pursuits, guilt, and bondage. 
• Into His protection—He becomes a wall of fire around your life. 
• Into His presence—He becomes the glory in your midst. 

If you have never given your life to Jesus Christ, you can do that now. In your own words, you can: 

• Admit your sin and need of forgiveness. 
• Believe that Jesus died for you and rose again. 
• Ask Him to forgive you, lead you, and live within you as Lord. 

Whoever you are, wherever you have been, He is able and willing to receive you. He invites you not 
only to be spared from judgment, but to be part of His people, to know His presence now, and to 
share in His kingdom forever. 


