Daily Bible Reading Companion
35-DBSN-Introduction to Habakkuk

Habakkuk is one of the twelve "Minor Prophets" in the Old Testament—a title that refers strictly to
the brief length of these books, never theirimportance. These prophets ministered from the final
years of Israel’s monarchy through the centuries leading up to the New Testament era. Though
grouped together in our Bibles, they are not arranged chronologically. Historically, Habakkuk’s
ministry took place in the Southern Kingdom of Judah, falling right between the times of Jeremiah
and Obadiah.

Habakkuk lived in an age remarkably similar to our own, and he struggled with a question that still
echoes today: Why does God allow bad things to happen?

He witnessed a season of profound national decay—a time when crime, division, and open
immorality were on the rise, and systemic ethical standards were collapsing. Disturbed by the raw
injustice permeating his society, Habakkuk did what many of us do today: he questioned God.

As he looked around his nation, everything seemed to be going wrong. Civil unrest, violence, and
oppression filled the streets. Worse still, when issues of injustice were brought before the courts,
the legal system itself proved corrupt. Crying out to God in the midst of this chaos, Habakkuk faced
atrialcommon to us all: the agonizing problem of unanswered prayer. In his bewilderment and pain,
he essentially asked, "Lord, how long do | have to keep crying out? When are you finally going to do
something?"

This was Habakkuk’s deepest spiritual struggle. He could not reconcile what he knew about God’s
character with the reality he saw on the ground. To him, God appeared silent, inactive, and
unconcerned—a painful tension most believers experience at some point in their lives. Why does
God seem to delay? Why does He allow injustice to flourish? And in Habakkuk’s case, the dilemma
grew even sharper: Why would a holy God use Babylon—a nation far more corrupt than Judah—as
His instrument of judgment?

Yet, out of this profound struggle comes a declaration that changed history. The central message of
the book is captured in a single line that centuries later would ignite the Protestant Reformation:

"The just shall live by his faith." — Habakkuk 2:4

It was this very verse that opened the eyes of Martin Luther. Overwhelmed by his own sin and
exhausted by the empty rituals of the medieval church, Luther finally found peace in the truth that
righteousness is not earned, but received through faith.

Ultimately, Habakkuk shows us that God does not condemn our wrestling. Honest questions can
actually lead to a deeper, more resilient faith, proving that we can trust God's ultimate wisdom even
when His timing and His methods perplex us.
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