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Nahum 2:1–13 – When God Brings Down a “Lion” 

1. The Siege of Nineveh (Nahum 2:1–2) 

He who scatters has come up before your face. 
Man the fort! Watch the road! 
Strengthen your flanks! 
Fortify your power mightily. 
For the Lord will restore the excellence of Jacob 
Like the excellence of Israel, 
For the emptiers have emptied them out 
And ruined their vine branches. (Nahum 2:1–2, NKJV) 

Nahum chapter 2 zooms in on the fall of Nineveh. Historically, a coalition of Medes and Babylonians 
laid siege to the city. Nahum calls the invading commander “he who scatters.” Nineveh is told, 
almost sarcastically, “Man the fort! Watch the road! Strengthen your flanks! Fortify your power 
mightily.” 

The point is this: they can muster all their strength, but it will not be enough. Why? Because behind 
the military events stands the Lord Himself. The same God who once used Assyria as a rod of 
discipline now brings judgment on that very nation. 

Verse 2 is a key line: “For the Lord will restore the excellence of Jacob like the excellence of Israel.” 
Assyria had “emptied” God’s people—plundering, deporting, and humiliating them. But God has not 
forgotten His people. While Nineveh is falling, Judah is being comforted with the assurance that God 
will restore what was stripped away. 

Practical Application 

• God is not indifferent when His people are oppressed or mistreated. 

• He may allow painful seasons of discipline or difficulty, but He has not abandoned His 
own. 

• In time, He can and will restore what was emptied and broken. 

If you belong to Jesus Christ and feel “emptied out,” hold on to the God who restores. His timing may 
not match yours, but His faithfulness is sure. 

2. The Invading Army and the Illusion of Security (Nahum 2:3–4) 

The shields of his mighty men are made red, The valiant men are in scarlet. 
The chariots come with flaming torches 
In the day of his preparation, 
And the spears are brandished. 
The chariots rage in the streets, 
They jostle one another in the broad roads; 
They seem like torches, 
They run like lightning. (Nahum 2:3–4, NKJV) 
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Nahum describes the invading army in vivid, almost cinematic language: 

• Shields and uniforms in scarlet. 

• Chariots flashing like fire. 

• Weapons ready. 

• Chariots “raging in the streets,” bumping and jostling in wide roads, streaking past like 
lightning. 

Some have tried to see modern automobiles and freeways in this description, but Nahum is clearly 
talking about ancient chariots in the streets of Nineveh. The point is not to predict cars; the point is 
to paint the chaos and ferocity of the invasion. 

Nineveh thought of itself as untouchable—fortified, rich, and feared. But when God’s appointed 
time came, the city’s defenses were no match for His judgment. 

Practical Application 

We live in a world that still trusts in its “chariots”: technology, military strength, financial systems, 
and human strategies. But what looks secure to us can unravel overnight when God exposes the 
foundations. 

• Nations are not untouchable. 

• Institutions are not immortal. 

• Personal empires built on pride and injustice are not safe. 

Where is your ultimate security? If it rests on anything other than the Lord, it is an illusion. 

3. When the Walls Give Way (Nahum 2:5–8) 

He remembers his nobles; 
They stumble in their walk; 
They make haste to her walls, 
And the defense is prepared. 
The gates of the rivers are opened, 
And the palace is dissolved. 
It is decreed: she shall be led away captive, 
She shall be brought up; 
And her maidservants shall lead her as with the voice of doves, 
Beating their breasts. 
Though Nineveh of old was like a pool of water, 
Now they flee away. 
“Halt! Halt!” they cry; 
But no one turns back. (Nahum 2:5–8, NKJV) 
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Nahum pictures Nineveh’s leaders scrambling: they rush to the walls, trying to mount a defense. But 
then something unexpected happens: “The gates of the rivers are opened, and the palace is 
dissolved.” 

History tells us that during the siege of Nineveh, an intense storm broke over the region. Heavy rain 
swelled the Tigris River, which ran through the city. Flooding undermined the foundations of 
Nineveh’s walls, causing sections to collapse. Before the city could repair the breach, the enemy 
poured in through that gap. 

What looked like a random disaster was, from God’s perspective, part of His judgment: “The gates of 
the rivers are opened.” Even the weather served His purpose. 

Nahum then describes the city’s panic. Nineveh had once been “like a pool of water”—full, stable, 
self-contained. But now the people are fleeing in terror. Others cry “Halt! Halt!”, but no one turns 
back. The social order breaks down. Fear takes over. 

Practical Application 

• God can use what we call “natural events” to accomplish His purposes. He is not distant 
from history; He is active in it. 

• The things we trust as our walls—reputation, connections, savings, influence—can be swept 
away in a moment. 

When fear and chaos hit, what is your instinct? Do you panic and run? Or do you run to the Lord, who 
is “a stronghold in the day of trouble” (Nahum 1:7, NKJV)? 

4. Plunder, Emptiness, and the Fall of the “Lion” (Nahum 2:9–13) 

Take spoil of silver! 
Take spoil of gold! 
There is no end of treasure, 
Or wealth of every desirable prize. 
She is empty, desolate, and waste! 
The heart melts, and the knees shake; 
Much pain is in every side, 
And all their faces are drained of color. (Nahum 2:9–10, NKJV) 

The coalition armies plunder Nineveh’s enormous wealth. The city that once emptied others is now 
emptied itself. What seemed untouchable is now “empty, desolate, and waste.” Fear grips every 
heart; courage evaporates. 

Then Nahum uses a powerful image Nineveh would have understood well: 

Where is the dwelling of the lions, 
And the feeding place of the young lions, 
Where the lion walked, the lioness and lion’s cub, 
And no one made them afraid? 
The lion tore in pieces enough for his cubs, 
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Killed for his lionesses, 
Filled his caves with prey, 
And his dens with flesh. 
“Behold, I am against you,” says the Lord of hosts, 
“I will burn your chariots in smoke, and the sword shall devour your young lions; 
I will cut off your prey from the earth, 
And the voice of your messengers shall be heard no more.” (Nahum 2:11–13, NKJV) 

Assyria prided itself on being like a lion—strong, predatory, feared. Its kings boasted of tearing 
enemies apart, piling corpses, and filling their treasuries and storehouses with plunder. 

God asks, “Where is the lion’s den now?” The once-feared predator is about to be judged. The real 
turning point is not military; it is spiritual: “Behold, I am against you,” says the Lord of hosts. 

When God opposes a nation, city, or person, no amount of strength, wealth, or strategy can save 
them. 

The “voice of your messengers” likely includes arrogant envoys like the Rabshakeh, who once stood 
outside Jerusalem’s walls and mocked the God of Israel. God declares that such voices will be 
silenced forever. 

Practical Application 

• Never mistake success for God’s approval. Nineveh’s power and wealth did not mean God 
was pleased. 

• God may allow injustice and cruelty to run for a time, but He will not overlook them forever. 
• The most terrifying words that can be spoken over a life are, “I am against you.” The most 

hopeful words are the opposite: “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31, 
NKJV). 

The question is: on which side of that line do you stand? 

A Challenge for Believers 

For those who know Jesus Christ, Nahum 2 is not just a history lesson. It is a mirror and a warning. 

1. Do not envy violent or unjust power. 
Our culture subtly admires those who “win” by any means—cutthroat business, ruthless 
politics, manipulative leadership. God sees differently. Nineveh looked unstoppable, but 
God brought it down. Do not set your heart on the world’s version of success. 

2. Examine your own “lion” instincts. 
Assyria was proud, harsh, and self-serving. Ask the Lord to show you any ways you use 
your position, words, or resources to control, manipulate, or crush others. Followers of 
Jesus are called to servanthood, not domination. 

3. Trust God’s justice in an unjust world. 
There are evils you cannot fix and systems you cannot change overnight. Nahum reminds 
you that God is not blind, and He is not indifferent. He can overturn what looks 
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unshakable. Your call is to walk faithfully, act justly where you can, and entrust the big 
picture to Him. 

4. Let the fall of Nineveh deepen your gratitude for the cross. 
When you see how serious God is about judging sin, the sacrifice of Jesus becomes even 
more precious. On the cross, God’s justice and mercy meet. Instead of saying to you, “I 
am against you,” God placed your guilt on His Son, who willingly shed His blood to save 
you. 

An Invitation to Those Who Do Not Yet Know Christ 

Nahum 2 shows us what it looks like when a great city faces God’s judgment with no more 
opportunity to repent. Nineveh had once heard Jonah’s message and responded. A generation later, 
it ignored God and lived as though it would never be called to account. Eventually, God said, 
“Enough.” 

That same God is the One who made you, loves you, and holds your life in His hands. On our own, 
we are not much different from Nineveh: 

• We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23, NKJV). 
• We have all, in various ways, lived as if we were the center and God could be ignored. 

If God is perfectly just, He cannot simply look the other way. There is a real judgment to come. But 
here is the good news: the same God who judges sin has also provided a way for you to be forgiven 
and made new. 

Out of love, the Father sent His Son, Jesus Christ, into the world. Jesus lived a sinless life, then 
willingly went to the cross. There He shed His blood to pay for your sins and mine. He endured the 
judgment we deserved. On the third day, God raised Him from the dead. The resurrection declares 
that Jesus is God, Savior, and Lord. 

Because of what Jesus has done: 

• You do not have to face God as an enemy. 
• You can be reconciled to Him and know Him as your Father. 
• You can receive forgiveness, new life, and a secure hope beyond death. 

The Bible calls you to respond with repentance and faith—turning from your sin and self-rule and 
turning to Jesus Christ, trusting Him as your Lord and Savior. 

If your heart is stirred, you can respond to God right now. There is no magic formula, but you might 
pray something like this: 

“Lord God, I admit that I have sinned against You. I know that I cannot stand before Your judgment in 
my own goodness. I believe that Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross for my sins, and that You 
raised Him from the dead, declaring that He is God, Savior, and Lord. I turn from my sin and my self-
centered way of life. I ask You to forgive me, cleanse me, and make me new. 
Jesus, I receive You as my Lord and Savior. Teach me to follow and obey You from this day forward. 
In Your name I pray. Amen.” 
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If you have honestly repented and turned to Jesus in this way, your next steps are to begin reading 
the Bible (a great place to start is the Gospel of John), to talk with God daily in prayer, and to connect 
with a solid, Bible-teaching study group where you can grow in your new life. 

Nahum 2 shows us an empire that trusted in its walls, armies, and wealth—and fell when God said, 
“I am against you.” At the same time, it reassures God’s people that He is just, He restores, and He 
knows those who trust in Him. 

May this chapter move you to worship God’s holiness, to trust His justice, to examine your own 
heart, and to cling with joy to Jesus, who saved us when He shed His blood on the cross and whose 
resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 


