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Micah 6:1–16 — God’s Plea, God’s Requirements, and the Consequences of Rebellion 

Micah 6 is written like a courtroom scene. God summons creation itself to witness the case, not 
because He delights in judgment, but because He longs for His people to see the truth and return to 
Him. 

1. God Calls His People to Hear His Case (Micah 6:1–5) 

“Hear now what the Lord says: 
‘Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
And let the hills hear your voice.’” Micah 6:1 (NKJV) 

God calls the mountains—the silent witnesses of history—to listen as He brings His controversy 
against His people. But notice His tenderness: 

“O My people, what have I done to you? 
And how have I wearied you? 
Testify against Me.” Micah 6:3 (NKJV) 

God does not accuse them harshly. He invites them to speak—“Tell Me how I have wronged you.” Of 
course, they have no answer, because the Lord has only acted in mercy. 

He reminds them: 

• He redeemed them from slavery in Egypt 

• He provided leaders—Moses, Aaron, and Miriam 

• He protected them from Balaam’s attempts to curse them 

God says, “Go back and remember My faithfulness.” Remembering the Lord’s work has always been 
a powerful cure for wandering hearts. 

2. What Does God Require? (Micah 6:6–8) 

Micah imagines someone asking, “How can I approach God? What does He want from me?” 

“Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings…? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams…? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression?” Micah 6:6–7 (NKJV) 

The human heart always tries to bargain with God—offering things, rituals, sacrifices, even extreme 
acts—anything to avoid surrender. 

But God’s answer is simple and profound: 

“He has shown you, O man, what is good; 
And what does the Lord require of you 
But to do justly, 
To love mercy, 
And to walk humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8 (NKJV) 
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This is not a formula for earning salvation. None of us has perfectly done these things: 

• Have we always acted justly? 

• Do we truly love mercy, or do we cling to grudges? 

• Do we walk humbly with God, or are we ruled by pride? 

Micah 6:8 reveals what righteousness looks like—but also makes clear that we cannot reach it in our 
own strength. 

So what does God require? Jesus answered this: 

“This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.” John 6:29 (NKJV) 

We come to God not with our achievements, but with faith in Jesus Christ, who shed His blood for 
our sins and rose from the dead to give us new life. When we trust Him, He fills us with His Spirit, 
transforming our hearts so that justice, mercy, and humility become the fruit of His life in us. 

3. God Exposes Dishonesty, Violence, and Pride (Micah 6:9–12) 

God now speaks directly to the corruption of the people: 

“Are there yet the treasures of wickedness… 
The short measure that is an abomination?” Micah 6:10 (NKJV) 

The people were using: 

o Dishonest scales 
o Deceitful weights 
o Lies and manipulation 
o Violence and oppression 

They violated God's command to “love your neighbor as yourself,” turning business, leadership, and 
everyday life into arenas of self-centered gain. 

4. The Consequences of Their Sin (Micah 6:13–16) 

Because the people refused to listen, God warns them of the emptiness that follows a life of 
rebellion: 

“You shall eat, but not be satisfied… 
You shall sow, but not reap… 
You shall tread the olives, but not anoint yourselves with oil.” Micah 6:14–15 (NKJV) 

Sin promises fulfillment, but delivers frustration. When people turn from God: 

• They work hard but feel empty. 

• They gather but cannot enjoy. 

• They chase satisfaction but never find rest. 



Daily Bible Reading Companion 
33-DBSN-Micah 06 

 

03 
Copyright © 2024-2025 
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.  Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV), 
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)  Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

Finally God says: 

“For the statutes of Omri are kept, 
And all the works of the house of Ahab… 
Therefore you shall bear the reproach of My people.” Micah 6:16 (NKJV) 

Omri and Ahab represent idolatry, injustice, and violence. The people were walking in their 
footsteps, ignoring God’s warnings. As a result, they would suffer ruin and become a byword—a 
painful contrast to what God desired for them. 

Practical Application 

Micah 6 teaches us several powerful truths: 

1. God’s heart is tender toward His people. 

Even when we drift, He calls, “O My people…” He does not abandon us; He invites us to return. 

2. True righteousness begins with the heart. 

External rituals cannot replace justice, mercy, and humility. These qualities grow only in a heart 
surrendered to Jesus Christ. 

3. Sin always leads to emptiness. 

Any path that rejects God—no matter how promising at first—will eventually produce frustration and 
despair. 

4. Remembering God’s past faithfulness strengthens present obedience. 

Like Israel, we must rehearse His goodness so that we do not forget who He is and what He has 
done. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Believers today must ask: 

• Am I walking in justice? 
Do I deal with others fairly, honestly, and transparently? 

• Do I love mercy? 
Do I forgive quickly, or do I hold onto offenses? 

• Do I walk humbly with God? 
Do I rely on Him daily, or do I secretly trust my own strength? 

Micah reminds us that God is not impressed with outward religion. He wants transformed lives 
shaped by His grace. Through Jesus Christ, we have been redeemed and empowered to live in a way 
that reflects His character. 

Believer, are you walking in the life Jesus died and rose again to give you? 
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An Invitation to Non-Believers 

Micah 6 shows us our need for God—and God’s gracious desire to save. 

You cannot produce perfect justice, perfect mercy, or perfect humility. But Jesus Christ came to do 
for you what you could never do for yourself. 

• He shed His blood on the cross to pay for your sins. 

• He rose from the dead to declare once and for all that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

• He invites you into a restored relationship with God—a relationship marked by forgiveness, 
hope, and new life. 

You can respond to Him today: 

“Lord Jesus, I confess my sin and my need for You. 
Thank You for dying on the cross for me and rising again. 
I trust You as my Savior and I surrender my life to You. 
Please forgive me, change me, and teach me to walk with You.” 

Anyone who turns to Jesus in sincere faith will find mercy, forgiveness, and the joy of walking humbly 
with God. 


