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Micah 1:1-16 — A Call to Hear God’s Warning

As we open the book of Micah, we meet a prophet whose message is as penetrating today as it was
in ancient Judah.

“The word of the Lord that came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah,
kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.” Micah 1:1 (NKJV)

Micah introduces himself simply: he is Micah of Moresheth, a small rural town southwest of
Jerusalem. He ministered during the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, placing him alongside the
prophet Isaiah. His ministry unfolded during turbulent days—days marked by idolatry, injustice, and
national instability.

The Historical Moment

During this period:
e Ahaz, king of Judah, supported idolatry and established pagan worship even in Jerusalem.
e Hezekiah, who followed him, was a righteous king who initiated sweeping reforms.

e Meanwhile, the Northern Kingdom of Israel fell to Assyria—a devastating judgment that
Micah witnessed.

e After conquering Israel, the Assyrians marched south and surrounded Jerusalem during
Hezekiah’s reign, only to be stopped by the direct intervention of God.

Micah therefore speaks to both Samaria in the north and Jerusalem in the south. Both kingdoms had
strayed from God, and both needed to hear His warning.

God Calls the Whole Earth to Listen

“Hear, all you peoples! Listen, O earth, and all that is init!
Let the Lord God be a witness against you,
The Lord from His holy temple.” Micah 1:2 (NKJV)

Micah’s first command is simple: Listen. God Himself is calling the nations to hear His indictment.
This is not a private message for Judah alone. It applies to every generation—including ours.

“For behold, the Lord is coming out of His place;
He will come down
And tread on the high places of the earth.” Micah 1:3 (NKJV)

The “high places” were centers of idol worship. God declares that He will confront the false gods and
the false hopes of His people.

The Mountains Melt Before His Judgment
Micah uses vivid, poetic imagery to describe God’s coming judgment:

“The mountains will melt under Him,
And the valleys will split,

01

Copyright © 2024-2025
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide

This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV),
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved



Daily Bible Reading Companion
33-DBSN-Micah 01

Like wax before the fire,
Like waters poured down a steep place.” Micah 1:4 (NKJV)

In other words, nothing can stand firm when God confronts human rebellion.
The Sin of Samaria—and Its Warning to Judah

“For the transgression of Jacob is all this,
And for the sins of the house of Israel.
What is the transgression of Jacob?

Is it not Samaria?

And what are the high places of Judah?
Are they not Jerusalem?”Micah 1:5 (NKJV)

Samaria had embraced Baal worship and filled its culture with corruption. Jerusalem, under Ahaz,
had followed the same path. Because of this:

“l will make Samaria a heap of ruins in the field...” Micah 1:6 (NKJV)
Samaria would be torn down to its foundations.
A Prophecy You Can Still See Today
Visitors to the ruins of Samaria today can still see:
e stonesrolled down into the valley,
e exposed foundations of Omri’s and Ahab’s palaces, and
e the remains of the once-beautiful city.
Micah’s prophecy was fulfilled with chilling precision.
Idolatry Exposed and Judged
Micah declares that Samaria’s idols—funded through immoral worship—uwill be shattered:
“All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces.” Micah 1:7 (NKJV)

God exposes the emptiness of idols. Anything we trust more than Him—~be it power, pleasure,
wealth, or control—will eventually crumble.

Micah’s Grief for His Nation
Micah is not a detached critic.

“Therefore | will wail and howl...

For her wound is incurable;

For it has come to Judah,

It has come to the gate of My people—to Jerusalem.” Micah 1:8-9 (NKJV)

2 Copyright © 2024-2025

Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide
Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV), This teaching is given freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies.
Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)



Daily Bible Reading Companion
33-DBSN-Micah 01

He mourns because the spiritual disease that destroyed Samaria has spread south. Idolatry knows
no borders. Sin can overtake a nation as quietly and swiftly as disease.

A Warning Not to Give the Enemy Reason to Rejoice
“Tellit not in Gath...” Micah 1:10 (NKJV)

Micah echoes David’s lament in Second Samuel 1. The idea is this: Do not let God’s enemies rejoice
over the downfall of His people. It is a sobering thought that our unfaithfulness can cause the
ungodly to mock the name of the Lord.

A Series of Wordplays in Hebrew

Micah uses a series of Hebrew puns—difficult to capture in English—to drive home the point that
judgment will reach every city mentioned.

A few examples:

e Aphrah (meaning “dust”):
“In dust town, roll in the dust.”

e Shaphir (“beautiful”):
Beauty will be stripped bare and exposed.

e Zaanan (“marching”):
The people of “marching town” will not march out at all.

e Maroth (“bitterness”):
The town that hoped for good will receive bitter news instead.

e Lachish (“horse town”):
Known for chariots, but now those horses will flee rather than fight.

e Achzib (“lie”):
The “house of lies” will live up to its name.

Micah uses these wordplays to show that the whole land will feel the consequences of turning away
from God.

A Call to Mourn

“Make yourself bald and cut off your hair,
Because of your precious children...
For they shall go from you into captivity.” Micah 1:16 (NKJV)

Shaving the head was an ancient sign of deep grief. Micah calls Judah to mourn, for many of their
children would die, and others would be taken captive by invading armies.
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Practical Application
Micah chapter 1 reminds us that:

1. God takes sin seriously, both personally and nationally.

2. ldolatry still threatens us today, even if our idols are more subtle—success, self,
pleasure, comfort, influence.

3. Judgmentis not God’s desire, but the inevitable consequence of hearts that refuse to
return to Him.

4. Anationis never too strong to fall, and God may use hardship or even enemies to expose
spiritual drift.

Micah mourned for his people because he knew what was at stake. His heart challenges us to see
our culture—and our own lives—with the same clarity.

A Challenge for Believers
If you follow Christ, Micah calls you to:

o Examine your heart honestly:
Is there anything you trust more than God?
o Rejecttheidols of our age:
Not carved images, but the idols of self-sufficiency, pleasure, position, and control.
o Stand in the gap for your generation:
Pray, intercede, and live faithfully, even when the culture around you drifts toward
spiritual ruin.
o Refuse complacency:
Micah grieved because he cared. Do you care about the spiritual condition of your
home, your church, your community and nation?

One person, fully yielded to God, still can make an enormous difference.

An Invitation to Non-Believers
Micah exposes the seriousness of sin, but the full answer to sin was revealed centuries later through
Jesus Christ.

Jesus shed His blood on the cross to pay in full for our rebellion.
His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord, and that His sacrifice is
sufficient.

o He offers forgiveness—not because we deserve it, but because He delights in mercy.

If you have never surrendered your life to Jesus, Micah’s message is a gracious warning: turn before
judgment falls. God is not eager to condemn. He is eager to save. You can come to Him now, simply
by calling on His name in faith: “Lord Jesus, | turn from my sin and | give myself to You. Forgive me,
cleanse me, and make me new. | believe You died for me and rose again. | trust You as my Savior and
Lord.”

Everyone who comes to Him in sincerity and faith will find mercy.
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