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Jonah 4:1–11 — God’s Heart Versus Jonah’s Heart 

Jonah’s Anger at God’s Mercy 

“But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry. 
So he prayed to the LORD, and said, ‘Ah, LORD, was not this what I said when I was still in my 
country? Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious and merciful God, 
slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing harm.’” (Jonah 4:1–2 
NKJV) 

Jonah finally reveals the real reason he ran from God. He knew God’s character too well. He knew 
God delights in showing mercy, and he feared that if he preached judgment to Nineveh, they might 
repent, and God would forgive them. And Jonah did not want that. Hatred still filled his heart toward 
the people of Nineveh. 

How tragic that Jonah was angry because God did exactly what God always does—He showed 
mercy to those who turn to Him. 

In frustration Jonah cried: 

“Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live!” (Jonah 
4:3 NKJV). 

Jonah would rather die than live in a world where his enemies received compassion. Yet even in 
Jonah’s anger, God does not rebuke him harshly. The Lord asks a gentle but probing question: 

“Is it right for you to be angry?” (Jonah 4:4 NKJV). 

Jonah did not answer. Instead, he left the city, built a makeshift shelter outside Nineveh, and sat 
down to watch—hoping perhaps that God might still destroy the city. 

God Teaches Jonah Through a Plant, a Worm, and a Wind 

As Jonah sat in the heat, the LORD provided an object lesson. 

“The LORD God prepared a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be shade for his 
head to deliver him from his misery. So Jonah was very grateful for the plant.” (Jonah 4:6 NKJV) 

Jonah loved the plant because it gave him comfort. But then: 

“God prepared a worm… and it damaged the plant that it withered.” (Jonah 4:7 NKJV) 

The next morning: 

“God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat on Jonah’s head, so that he grew faint. 
Then he wished death for himself, and said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’” (Jonah 4:8 NKJV) 

God asked again: 

“Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” (Jonah 4:9 NKJV). 

Jonah still did not see the problem in his heart: 
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“And he said, ‘It is right for me to be angry, even to death!’” (Jonah 4:9 NKJV). 

Jonah pitied a plant that cost him nothing, while feeling no compassion for thousands of people God 
Himself created. 

God’s Heart Revealed 

The Lord’s response exposes the vast difference between Jonah’s heart and God’s heart: 

“But the LORD said, ‘You have had pity on the plant for which you have not labored, nor made it grow, 
which came up in a night and perished in a night. 
And should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are more than one hundred and twenty 
thousand persons who cannot discern between their right hand and their left—and much 
livestock?’” (Jonah 4:10–11 NKJV) 

God’s mercy extends even to those whom we might think least deserving. He saw the children in 
Nineveh—120,000 too young to understand right from wrong. He even acknowledged the animals 
suffering under judgment. If Jonah could feel compassion for a plant, how much more should God 
feel compassion for people and all He created? 

Jonah ends abruptly because the issue is left hanging—not with Nineveh, but with Jonah’s heart. 
And the Holy Spirit invites us to examine our own. 

Practical Application 

1. God’s mercy often offends our pride. 
Jonah wanted grace for himself but judgment for his enemies. God calls us to reflect His 
heart, not our prejudices. 

2. God teaches us through circumstances. 
The plant, the worm, and the wind were not random events. God used them to expose 
Jonah’s misplaced compassion. God often uses everyday circumstances to reveal what is 
inside us. 

3. Compassion reveals whether we understand God’s heart. 
Jonah cared more about personal comfort than eternal souls. When we love what God loves 
and grieve over what He grieves over, we reflect His nature. 

4. God is eager to forgive. 
Jonah resisted God’s compassion, but God delights in showing mercy. Through Jesus Christ, 
who shed His blood for us and rose again, God offers full forgiveness to all who turn to Him. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Jonah’s problem was not his doctrine—it was his heart. 
He knew God’s character, but he did not share God’s compassion. 
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Ask yourself: 

• Do I rejoice when God blesses someone I dislike? 

• Do I long for the salvation of those who have hurt me—or do I secretly hope God judges 
them? 

• Have I allowed resentment, pride, or prejudice to keep me from participating in God’s 
mission? 

• Do I value my comfort more than the souls of people who desperately need God’s grace? 

Jonah reminds us that it is possible to know the truth about God and yet resist the heart of God. 
Let God search you. Let Him soften you. Let Him align your heart with His. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

The people of Nineveh repented with no guarantee that God would show mercy. But you do not have 
to rely on uncertainty. You stand on the sure promise of the gospel. 

Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross to save you from sin, and His resurrection declares forever 
that He is God, Savior, and Lord. He invites you to come to Him—not with fear of rejection, but with 
confidence in His love. 

If you will turn to Him, He will forgive you completely, cleanse you, and make you His child. You can 
begin a new life today. 

You may pray in your own words, or you may pray something like this: 

Lord Jesus, I need Your mercy. 
I confess my sin and turn from it. 
You died for me and rose again. 
Forgive me, cleanse me, and make me new. 
I receive You as my Savior and Lord. 
Help me follow You from this day forward. Amen. 

If you prayed sincerely, Jesus Christ has welcomed you into His family. 


