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Jonah 3:1–10 — Revival on the Edge of Judgment 

God Speaks a Second Time 

“Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 
‘Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message that I tell you.’ 
So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word of the LORD” (Jonah 3:1–3 NKJV). 

God often brings us back to the very place where we failed Him. Not because He delights in 
exposing our weakness, but because His desire is to heal and restore what is broken. Jonah could 
not move forward with God until he obeyed where he had previously rebelled. Many believers know 
this experience—where God lovingly leads us back to a point of disobedience so we can surrender, 
obey, and grow. 

Nineveh was vast, requiring three days simply to walk across it. Jonah entered the city and delivered 
his message with no warmth, no hope, and no invitation—just a stark announcement: 

“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” (Jonah 3:4 NKJV). 

Jonah preached judgment, not grace. In his heart, he still despised the Ninevites. He did not want 
them to repent; he wanted them destroyed. But God, who knows the end from the beginning, sent 
Jonah anyway—because God desired to show mercy. 

The People Respond 

What Jonah refused to feel, the people of Nineveh felt deeply. 

“So the people of Nineveh believed God” (Jonah 3:5 NKJV). 

From the greatest to the least, they humbled themselves, fasted, put on sackcloth, and cried out to 
God for mercy. Even the king stepped off his throne, laid aside his royal robes, and covered himself 
in sackcloth. He issued a citywide decree: 

“Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything; do not let them eat, or drink water. 
But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily to God; 
Yes, let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands.” (Jonah 3:7–8 
NKJV) 

Their repentance was complete—emotionally, physically, socially, and morally. Even their animals 
became symbols of their desperation. The king’s hope rested on a sliver of possibility: 

“Who can tell if God will turn and relent, and turn away from His fierce anger, so that we may not 
perish?” (Jonah 3:9 NKJV). 

They had no promise of mercy. Jonah had not offered one. And yet they repented anyway—on 
nothing but a maybe. 

Jesus later used the people of Nineveh as an indictment against His own generation: 

“…they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here” (Matthew 12:41 
NKJV). 
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Jonah preached judgment and they repented. Jesus preached love, forgiveness, and the kingdom of 
God, yet many hardened their hearts. 

God’s Compassion Revealed 

“Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; 
and God relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, 
and He did not do it.” (Jonah 3:10 NKJV) 

Scripture uses human language to describe God’s actions, but God Himself does not change in His 
nature or character. His mercy was always available. He sent Jonah because He desired to spare 
them. God’s warning was real—but His compassion was even more real. When Nineveh turned from 
its sin, God turned away the judgment they deserved. 

God’s grace operates in perfect harmony with His holiness. He does not ignore sin, but He stands 
ready to forgive those who truly repent. Through Jesus Christ—through His shed blood and 
triumphant resurrection—God offers complete forgiveness to all who turn to Him. 

Practical Application 

1. God gives second chances. 
Jonah experienced it, and so do we. God does not discard His people when they fail. He 
restores, redirects, and renews. 

2. Obedience restores spiritual momentum. 
Jonah could not move forward until he obeyed God’s call. The same is true for us. 

3. Repentance moves the heart of God. 
Nineveh proved that God responds to humble, sincere repentance—even when hope seems 
thin. 

4. Our message is greater than Jonah’s. 
Jonah offered no grace. But we proclaim Jesus Christ, who shed His blood for our salvation 
and rose again as Lord. We carry a message of life, hope, and peace. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Is there an unfinished assignment in your life—an area where God has called you to obey, but you 
turned away? Jonah’s story teaches that God does not abandon His purpose for us. He brings us 
back to the place of surrender, not to shame us, but to heal and empower us. 

Ask yourself: 

• Am I resisting God’s direction? 

• Am I withholding forgiveness or compassion from someone I don’t want God to bless? 

• Am I willing to obey even when I don’t understand God’s plan? 
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Return to obedience. Step back into what God has called you to do. Revival often begins with one 
obedient heart. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

Nineveh repented with no promise of mercy—only a desperate hope that God might forgive. But you 
do not stand on a “maybe.” You stand on the solid promise of God revealed in Jesus Christ. 

The Bible declares that: 

“Christ died for our sins” (First Corinthians 15:3 NKJV), 
and “He is risen” (Luke 24:6 NKJV). 

His shed blood paid the price for your sin. His resurrection proves He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

If you will turn to Him, He will forgive you completely, cleanse you, and make you His child. This is 
not speculation—it is God’s unchanging promise. 

If you desire to begin a new life in Him today, you may pray in your own words, or something like this: 

Lord Jesus, I come to You with my sin and my brokenness. 
You died for me and rose again. 
I turn from my sin and I ask You to forgive me, cleanse me, and make me new. 
I receive You as my Savior and Lord. 
Help me walk with You from this day forward. Amen. 

If you prayed sincerely, God has welcomed you into His family. 


