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The Book of Obadiah: The Struggle of the Soul 

Though the ancient nation of Edom has long since vanished, the prophet Obadiah’s pronouncement 
of judgment carries timeless truths for our lives today. In Scripture, the historic clash between Edom 
and Israel (Today it is between the Palestinians and Israel). serves as a profound parallel to the age-
old battle between the flesh and the spirit. 

As the shortest book in the Old Testament—consisting of a single chapter of just twenty-one 
verses—Obadiah perfectly validates the old adage that "less is more." It delivers a powerful message 
that far outweighs its modest page count. 

On a historical level, the book is a divine indictment against Edom. When God disciplined Israel by 
allowing Babylon to carry them into captivity, the Edomites ruthlessly exploited their neighbors. They 
gloated over Israel's suffering, actively hunting down, killing, and betraying Jewish refugees fleeing 
the Babylonian sword. God was deeply angered by this cruelty, and through Obadiah, He issued a 
definitive decree of doom against them. 

Yet, even though this message was directed at a distant, ancient culture, diligent students of 
Scripture will find rich treasures of truth to apply to their modern walk of faith. 

Outline of Obadiah 

• Verses 1–14: Judgment Pronounced Against Edom 

• Verses 15–18: The Final Results of Judgment 

• Verses 19–21: Israel Possesses the Land of Edom 

A Tale of Two Nations—and Two Brothers 

We know very little about the author except that he wrote one of the Minor Prophets—meaning his 
book is minor in length, though certainly not in importance. While other Old Testament accounts 
from the eras of Elijah and Elisha mention a man named Obadiah, the name was very common 
among the Hebrews, and it is unlikely they are the same person. 

Internal evidence points to a later date. Obadiah describes a day when Jerusalem was destroyed by 
foreign armies, an event that occurred long after Elijah and Elisha. Most biblical scholars believe he 
was a contemporary of the prophet Jeremiah, serving as one of the final prophetic voices before 
Judah went into Babylonian exile. Fittingly, the name Obadiah means "the servant of Yahweh." True 
to his name, he arrives as a quiet servant, delivers his vital message, and then fades into the mists of 
history. 
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The book of Obadiah is fundamentally the story of two nations, Israel and Edom, whose animosity 
began centuries earlier. Edom was situated south of Israel in the rugged desert region known as the 
Negev. When the Israelites first escaped Egyptian slavery, the Edomites denied them safe passage 
and persecuted them. They were Israel’s enemies from the very beginning. 

Every nation in Scripture is the lengthened shadow of its founder. Behind Israel and Edom stood the 
twin brothers Jacob and Esau. From the very beginning, their lives were defined by perpetual friction. 
Genesis records that they struggled against one another even within their mother's womb. 

That early conflict set the trajectory for their descendants. Jacob became his mother's favorite, 
while Esau was his father's. Their intense sibling rivalry echoed across generations. From Genesis 
through Malachi, this bitter family feud persists. In Malachi, the very last book of the Old Testament, 
God looks back on this history and declares: 

"I have loved you," says the LORD. "But you ask, 'How have you loved us?' "Was not Esau Jacob’s 
brother?" the LORD says. "Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated, and I have turned his 
mountains into a wasteland and left his inheritance to the desert jackals." Edom may say, "Though 
we have been crushed, we will rebuild the ruins." But this is what the LORD Almighty says: "They may 
build, but I will demolish. They will be called the Wicked Land, a people always under the wrath of 
the LORD" (Malachi 1:2–4).  

The Ultimate Typology: Flesh vs. Spirit 

Why do these two historical men and their respective nations matter so much to the modern 
believer? The answer lies in a powerful New Testament parallel. The physical struggle between 
Edom and Israel mirrors the internal, spiritual struggle within every Christian: the battle between the 
flesh and the spirit. 

As the Apostle Paul writes in Galatians 5:17, the flesh craves what is contrary to the Spirit, and the 
Spirit what is contrary to the flesh; they are locked in constant opposition. 

God frequently uses historical narratives as living pictures to help us grasp deep spiritual realities. 
Recognizing these "interpretational constants"—symbols, metaphors, and names that consistently 
signify the same truths throughout Scripture—is an invaluable key to Bible study: 

Biblical Symbol / Type Consistent Spiritual Meaning 

Oil The presence and power of the Holy Spirit 

Wine Divine joy and celebration 

Leaven Sin, corruption, and evil 
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Biblical Symbol / Type Consistent Spiritual Meaning 

Jacob / Israel The spiritual nature (born of God) 

Esau / Edom The fallen carnal nature (the flesh) 

 
The Problem of Pride 

What lay at the root of God’s holy hatred for Esau's ways? Obadiah diagnoses the core issue: 

“The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of the rocks and make your 
home on the heights, you who say to yourself, ‘Who can bring me down to the ground?’” (v. 3). 

The phrase "you who live in the clefts of the rocks" is a literal description of ancient Edom's 
geography. Today, the heart of ancient Edom is famous for the archaeological site of Petra, once 
poetically described as "the rose-red city half as old as time." 

Access to this canyon fortress was entirely controlled by the Siq—a narrow, towering rock fissure 
only a few yards wide that snakes for over a mile. It eventually opens into a hidden valley where 
massive, breathtaking temples were carved directly into the rock walls, boasting doorways over 
twenty-five feet high. 

Protected by these sheer cliffs, the Edomites believed they were completely invulnerable. This 
natural security bred a toxic, self-reliant pride. They convinced themselves that no enemy could ever 
touch them, but their confidence was an illusion. A few decades after the ministry of Jesus, the 
Roman Empire marched in, breached this "impregnable" fortress, and devastated the cities of 
Edom. It has remained a ghost town of ruins ever since. 

The Self-Destructive Nature of the Flesh 

The defining mark of Esau—and by extension, the human flesh—is pride. The flesh is that stubborn 
inner principle that defies God's authority and actively opposes His purposes in our lives. Every 
believer experiences this civil war. As Proverbs 6:16–17 reminds us, there are seven things 
detestable to the Lord, and topping the list is a "proud look." Every other sin that follows is simply a 
variation of arrogance. This is the fallen nature we inherited from Adam—a congenital twist toward 
self-deification. 

Left unchecked, pride always engineers its own downfall. It sets a trap and then blindly steps into it. 
Obadiah describes this tragic blindness: 

“How Esau will be ransacked, his hidden treasures pillaged! All your allies will force you to the 
border; your friends will deceive and overpower you; those who eat your bread will set a trap for you, 
but you will not detect it” (vv. 6–7).  

Pride acts as a spiritual blindfold. It convinces us of our own invincibility, leading us to step 
confidently onto a flimsy rug spread across a bottomless pit. While others see the danger and shout 
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warnings, pride snaps back: "They don't understand. I know exactly what I'm doing." Those are 
inevitably famous last words. 

Because the carnal nature is completely ruthless, we cannot afford to compromise with it. You can 
never make a peace treaty with the flesh, because the flesh will never stop trying to destroy you. 
Attempting to appease Esau or negotiate with Edom is a fatal mistake. We must ruthlessly root this 
inner Edom out of our hearts, remembering that God is forever opposed to the proud, but gives grace 
to the humble. 


