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Amos 4 is one of the most sobering chapters in the Old Testament. It shows us a God who warns, 
disciplines, and finally says, “If you will not listen, then prepare to meet Me.” It is not cold anger; it is 
the firm love of a holy God who refuses to let people destroy themselves without being warned again 
and again. 

1. “You Cows of Bashan”: Comfortable, Cruel, and Spiritually Blind (Amos 4:1–3) 

“Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, who are on the mountain of Samaria, 
who oppress the poor, who crush the needy, 
who say to your husbands, ‘Bring wine, let us drink!’ 
The Lord God has sworn by His holiness: 
‘Behold, the days shall come upon you 
when He will take you away with fishhooks, 
and your posterity with fishhooks. 
You will go out through broken walls, 
each one straight ahead of her, and you will be cast into Harmon,’ 
says the Lord.” (Amos 4:1–3, NKJV) 

God speaks to the wealthy women of Samaria—indulged, influential, and indifferent to suffering. He 
calls them “you cows of Bashan”—a sharp, sarcastic description of self-indulgent luxury. 

What does God condemn? 

• Oppressing the poor 
• Crushing the needy 
• Using their influence only for comfort and pleasure: “Bring wine, let us drink!” 

They are living soft, luxurious lives built on the backs of those they exploit. They are blind to the 
injustice that sustains their comfort. 

So God swears by His holiness—His moral purity and absolute integrity—that judgment will surely 
come. He describes their coming exile: 

• They will be led away with hooks like animals. 

• They will leave the city through breaches in the wall, not through noble gates. 

• Their “good life” will end in humiliation. 

History tells us the Assyrians actually used hooks through the nose, lips, or ears to lead captives. 
God’s prophetic word is not exaggerated language; it is a sober warning of what was coming. 

Application 

This is not just ancient history. God still sees: 

• How the wealthy and powerful treat the poor and weak, 
• How often people use others as tools for their own pleasure, 
• How easily we can become numb to suffering as long as we are comfortable. 
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We should ask: 

• Do I enjoy comfort built on someone else’s exploitation? 
• Do I ignore injustice as long as my lifestyle is unaffected? 
• Do I use people—or serve people? 

God’s holiness has not changed. When His people are comfortable but uncompassionate, He does 
not stay silent. 

2. Religious Activity Without Repentance (Amos 4:4–5) 

“Come to Bethel and transgress, 
at Gilgal multiply transgression; 
bring your sacrifices every morning, 
your tithes every three days. 
Offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven, 
proclaim and announce the freewill offerings; 
for this you love, 
you children of Israel!” 
says the Lord God. 
(Amos 4:4–5, NKJV) 

Bethel and Gilgal were religious centers. Bethel was where Jacob first encountered God and named 
the place “house of God.” But now these places have become centers of idolatrous worship and 
religious show. 

God is speaking with holy sarcasm: 

• “Go to Bethel and sin.” 
• “Go to Gilgal and multiply sin.” 
• “Bring your sacrifices, your tithes, your offerings—because you love doing the 

religious show.” 

They love religious performance but do not love righteousness. They are busy at the altar but hard-
hearted in daily life. 

God is not impressed by religious activity that leaves the heart unchanged. 

Application 

We can have: 

• Church attendance, 
• Singing, 
• Giving, 
• Serving— 
• and still be far from God if: 
• We refuse to repent, 
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• We cling to pride, 
• We ignore injustice, 
• We love the feeling of being religious more than the reality of walking humbly with God. 

The Lord is not looking for show; He is looking for sincere hearts that respond to His Word. 

3. “Yet You Have Not Returned to Me”: God’s Loving Discipline Ignored (Amos 4:6–11) 

These verses are deeply moving. God lists discipline after discipline—each one designed to wake 
His people up and turn them back to Him. After each one He repeats the same heartbreaking refrain: 

“…Yet you have not returned to Me,” says the Lord. (Amos 4:6, 8, 9, 10, 11, NKJV) 

Let’s trace them: 

3.1 Hunger and Shortages (Amos 4:6) 

“Also I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, 
and lack of bread in all your places; 
yet you have not returned to Me,” 
says the Lord. (Amos 4:6, NKJV) 

“Cleanness of teeth” means there was nothing to eat. God allowed food shortages and hunger—not 
to crush them, but to call them back. Still, they did not return. 

3.2 Drought and Uneven Weather (Amos 4:7–8) 

“I also withheld rain from you, 
when there were still three months to the harvest. 
I made it rain on one city, 
I withheld rain from another city. 
One part was rained upon, 
and where it did not rain the part withered. 
So two or three cities wandered to another city to drink water, 
but they were not satisfied; 
yet you have not returned to Me,” 
says the Lord. (Amos 4:7–8, NKJV) 

God sent selective drought—enough to disturb them, enough to make them desperate. Still, they 
refused to repent. 

3.3 Crop Disease and Insects (Amos 4:9) 

“I blasted you with blight and mildew. 
When your gardens increased, 
your vineyards, your fig trees, and your olive trees, 
the locust devoured them; 
yet you have not returned to Me,” 
says the Lord. (Amos 4:9, NKJV) 
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God let their crops prosper, then allowed disease and locusts to destroy them, showing that their 
apparent security was fragile. Still, no return. 

3.4 Plague and War (Amos 4:10) 

“I sent among you a plague after the manner of Egypt; 
your young men I killed with a sword, 
along with your captive horses; 
I made the stench of your camps come up into your nostrils; 
yet you have not returned to Me,” 
says the Lord. (Amos 4:10, NKJV) 

God permitted disease and military defeat. Their sons died in war; their camps stank of death—and 
still they would not turn. 

3.5 Devastating Disasters (Amos 4:11) 

“I overthrew some of you, 
as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and you were like a firebrand plucked from the burning; 
yet you have not returned to Me,” 
says the Lord. (Amos 4:11, NKJV) 

Some cities experienced devastation like Sodom and Gomorrah. The survivors were like a burning 
stick snatched from the flames—spared by mercy, but still hard-hearted. 

The Heart of God in Discipline 

All these actions were chastening, not random cruelty. Scripture tells us: 

“For whom the Lord loves He chastens, 
and scourges every son whom He receives.” (Hebrews 12:6, NKJV) 

Like a loving parent, God disciplines not to destroy but to rescue. He sees where our sin will lead, 
and He intervenes—even painfully—so we will not go over the cliff. 

But in Israel’s case, every warning was ignored. Blessings had not led them to gratitude, and 
discipline had not led them to repentance. 

Application 

God still uses circumstances to wake us up: 

• Financial shaking, 
• Health scares, 
• Broken plans, 
• Exposed sin, 
• Inner emptiness that success cannot fill. 



Daily Bible Reading Companion 
30-DBSN-Amos-Chapter 04 

 

 
05 

Copyright © 2024-2025 
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.  Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV), 
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)  Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

Not every hardship is a direct punishment, but every hardship is an opportunity to turn to God, 
examine our hearts, and seek Him more deeply. 

We should ask in honest prayer: 

• “Lord, is there anything You are trying to tell me?” 

• “Is there a place I’m refusing to return to You?” 

• “What do You want to change in my heart through this?” 

The worst response is to go through all of this and remain unchanged—“yet you have not returned to 
Me.” 

4. “Prepare to Meet Your God” (Amos 4:12–13) 

After repeated warnings, God reaches a solemn conclusion: 

“Therefore thus will I do to you, O Israel; because I will do this to you, 
prepare to meet your God, O Israel!” (Amos 4:12, NKJV) 

This is not an invitation to a friendly meeting. It is a summons to stand before God as Judge. 

Then the Lord reminds them who He is: 

“For behold, He who forms mountains, and creates the wind, 
who declares to man what his thought is, 
and makes the morning darkness, who treads the high places of the earth— 
the Lord God of hosts is His name.” (Amos 4:13, NKJV) 

He is: 

• The Creator of mountains and wind, 

• The One who knows every thought, 

• The One who controls light and darkness, 

• The One who walks above all the nations, 

• The Lord God of hosts—the Commander of heavenly armies. 

This is the One Israel must meet. This is the One we will meet. 

Scripture is clear: 

“And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment…” (Hebrews 9:27, NKJV) 

“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it… 
And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened… 
And the dead were judged according to their works…” (Revelation 20:11–12, NKJV) 

It is wise to take God seriously when He says, “Prepare to meet your God.” 
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A Challenge for Believers 

If you belong to Jesus, this chapter is a loving but piercing wake-up call. 

1. Are You Walking in Compassion—or in Comfortable Indifference? 

God cares deeply about: 

• The poor, 

• The oppressed, 

• The vulnerable. 

He rebuked His people for trampling them while living in ease. If we claim to follow Christ, who had 
compassion on the multitudes, we cannot be indifferent. 

Ask yourself: 

• Is my faith touching how I treat people who have less power, less money, less voice than I 
do? 

• Am I willing to be inconvenienced, to give, to serve, to speak up for those who are easily 
ignored? 

2. Are You Hiding Behind Religious Activity? 

God is not impressed by: 

• Sacrifices without repentance, 

• Offerings without obedience, 

• Services and songs without surrender. 

We can attend church, know the language, and yet keep secret pockets of rebellion in our lives. 

Ask: 

• Is there any area where I know what God says, but I refuse to yield? 

• Am I going through the motions while ignoring His voice? 

The cross reminds us that sin is serious enough that Jesus had to shed His blood to deal with it. The 
resurrection reminds us that He is God, Savior, and Lord, and He has the right to call us to 
obedience. 

3. Are You Ignoring God’s Warnings? 

Some of the difficulties in life may be God’s loving discipline, calling us to return to Him. To shrug off 
every warning is dangerous. 

Today, if you sense the Lord speaking, do not harden your heart. Confess, turn, and come back to 
Him. Discipline is painful, but it is meant to lead us back into life, not push us away. 
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Remember: 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9, NKJV) 

An Invitation to Those Who Have Not Yet Given Their Life to Jesus 

If you have not yet surrendered your life to Jesus Christ, Amos 4 may sound heavy—but it is actually 
a mercy. God is saying, “Do not drift into judgment unprepared. Turn to Me while there is time.” 

The same God who warns in Amos has acted in a greater way in Jesus: 

• Jesus, the eternal Son of God, took on flesh. 

• He lived a perfect, sinless life. 

• He willingly went to the cross and shed His blood for our sins. 

• On the third day, He rose from the dead. His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, 
and Lord. 

On the cross, Jesus took the judgment we deserve. So if you turn to Him in faith: 

• Your sins are forgiven, 

• You are reconciled to God, 

• You are no longer left to face judgment alone. 

Instead of hearing, “Prepare to meet your God” in fear, you can look forward to seeing the One who 
loved you and gave Himself for you. 

If God is stirring your heart, you can respond in simple, sincere faith. There is no magic formula, but 
you might pray something like this: 

“Lord God, I recognize that I have sinned and gone my own way. I deserve Your judgment. But I 
believe that Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross for my sins, and that He rose from the dead and 
is God, Savior, and Lord. I turn from my sin and place my trust in Him. Please forgive me, change my 
heart, and make me Your child. Help me to live for You from this day forward. In Jesus’ name, amen.” 

If you truly turn to Him, He will not turn you away. 


