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By the time we reach Amos 2, the prophet has already announced God’s judgment on the 
surrounding nations. Israel would have been nodding along: “Yes, Lord, judge Moab, Philistia, Edom, 
Ammon. They deserve it.” 

But now the Lord turns the spotlight much closer to home: first Moab, then Judah, and finally and 
most intensely, Israel itself. 

1. Moab – Disregard for Human Dignity (Amos 2:1–3) 

“Thus says the Lord: 
‘For three transgressions of Moab, and for four, 
I will not turn away its punishment, 
Because he burned the bones of the king of Edom to lime. 
But I will send a fire upon Moab, 
And it shall devour the palaces of Kerioth; 
Moab shall die with tumult, 
With shouting and trumpet sound. 
And I will cut off the judge from its midst, 
And slay all its princes with him,’ 
Says the Lord.” (Amos 2:1–3, NKJV) 

Moab was descended from Lot and lived east of Israel. Their sin here is shocking: they burned the 
bones of the king of Edom to lime. This was not just killing in battle; this was deliberate 
desecration—turning a dead enemy into material for mortar. 

In God’s eyes, this is more than a military act. It is a gross insult to the dignity of a human being 
made in His image. Even the body of an enemy is not to be treated like garbage. 

So the Lord says: 

• Fire will fall on Moab’s royal city, Kerioth, 

• The nation will fall amid tumult and trumpet, 

• Their rulers will be cut off. 

Application 

God cares about how we treat the defeated, the dead, and the powerless. Revenge that goes beyond 
justice and becomes cruelty is never “justified” in His sight. 

Today, this can show up as: 

• Humiliating those we’ve “beaten” in an argument or conflict, 

• Mocking the failures of others, 

• Celebrating when someone’s life is destroyed, even if they were wrong. 

The Lord sees not only that we win, but how we behave toward those we see as enemies. 
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2. Judah – Rejecting the Word of the Lord (Amos 2:4–5) 

“Thus says the Lord: 
‘For three transgressions of Judah, and for four, 
I will not turn away its punishment, 
Because they have despised the law of the Lord, 
And have not kept His commandments. 
Their lies lead them astray, 
Lies which their fathers followed. 
But I will send a fire upon Judah, 
And it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem.’” (Amos 2:4–5, NKJV) 

Now God addresses Judah, the southern kingdom, where the temple stood and the Scriptures were 
known and read. Their sin is not described in terms of military cruelty or gross violence, but in terms 
of their relationship with God’s Word: 

• They despised the law of the Lord, 

• They did not keep His commandments, 

• They were led astray by lies—false beliefs and false gods. 

They had the privilege of God’s revelation, but they treated it lightly. They heard, but did not obey. 
They claimed to belong to the Lord, but they rejected His instructions. 

So the Lord declares that fire will come even to Jerusalem’s palaces. Religious heritage would not 
protect them from the consequences of disobedience. 

Application 

For us, this lands very close: 

• We have Bibles everywhere—print, phone, online. 

• Many of us have grown up hearing Scripture, sermons, teaching. 

But do we actually surrender to what God says, or do we quietly push it aside when it conflicts with 
our desires? 

Despising the law of the Lord is not only shaking our fist at heaven. It can be a slow, quiet drifting: 

• “I know the Bible says forgive, but in my case…” 

• “I know Jesus calls for sexual purity, but this is the modern world…” 

• “I know God cares for the poor and the oppressed, but I have my own life to manage…” 

Judah reminds us that spiritual privilege without obedience leads to judgment, not safety. 
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3. Israel – Injustice, Immorality, and Spiritual Hypocrisy (Amos 2:6–16) 

Now God turns to the heart of Amos’s mission: the Northern Kingdom, often called “Israel” in this 
book. 

3.1 Social Injustice and Economic Oppression (2:6–8a) 

“Thus says the Lord: 
‘For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, 
I will not turn away its punishment, 
Because they sell the righteous for silver, 
And the poor for a pair of sandals. 
They pant after the dust of the earth which is on the head of the poor, 
And pervert the way of the humble…’” (Amos 2:6–7a, NKJV) 

God begins with how His people treat each other: 

• The righteous are “sold for silver”—likely referring to corrupt courts where justice goes to the 
highest bidder. 

• The poor are sold “for a pair of sandals”—their lives are treated as cheap and disposable. 

• “They pant after the dust of the earth which is on the head of the poor”—it is as if they 
cannot wait to trample those who have already fallen. 

• They pervert the way of the humble—twisting the legal system against those who have no 
power. 

These are not atheists or pagans. These are people who outwardly belong to the Lord, yet use their 
advantages to crush the vulnerable. 

3.2 Sexual Sin and Corrupt Worship (2:7b–8) 

“…A man and his father go in to the same girl, 
To defile My holy name. 
They lie down by every altar on clothes taken in pledge, 
And drink the wine of the condemned in the house of their god.” (Amos 2:7b–8, NKJV) 

The picture darkens: 

• A father and son are visiting the same woman for sexual relations—this may refer to ritual 
prostitution at pagan shrines, or simply gross immorality. 

• God says they “defile My holy name”—their behavior slanders His reputation. 

• They lay down by every altar on garments taken in pledge—God’s law said you could not 
keep a poor person’s cloak overnight (it was all they had to keep warm), but here those 
garments are used as cushions in places of worship (see Deuteronomy 24:10–13). 

• They drink “the wine of the condemned”—wine paid for by unjust fines or corrupt verdicts. 
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In other words: they are bringing their injustice and lust right into their religious life. Worship has 
become a show that rests on the suffering of others. 

3.3 God Reminds Them of His Grace (2:9–11) 

“Yet it was I who destroyed the Amorite before them, 
Whose height was like the height of the cedars, 
And he was as strong as the oaks; 
Yet I destroyed his fruit above 
And his roots beneath. 
Also it was I who brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
And led you forty years through the wilderness, 
To possess the land of the Amorite. 
I raised up some of your sons as prophets, 
And some of your young men as Nazirites. 
Is it not so, O you children of Israel?” 
Says the Lord. (Amos 2:9–11, NKJV) 

Before pronouncing the final judgment, God reminds Israel of what He has already done for them: 

• He destroyed the Amorites—the seemingly invincible inhabitants of the land. 

• He brought them up from Egypt, freeing them from slavery. 

• He led them through the wilderness for forty years. 

• He gave them the land they now enjoy. 

• He raised up prophets to speak His Word. 

• He raised up Nazirites—men set apart in special dedication to Him. 

In other words, their entire history is soaked in God’s kindness and grace. They owe everything to 
Him. 

3.4 How They Responded: Silencing God’s Voice (2:12) 

“But you gave the Nazirites wine to drink, 
And commanded the prophets saying, 
‘Do not prophesy!’” (Amos 2:12, NKJV) 

Instead of welcoming God’s gifts: 

• They tempted Nazirites to break their vows by drinking wine. 

• They commanded the prophets to stop speaking: “Do not prophesy!” 

When God raised people up to call them back, they tried to shut them down. 

This is more than simple disobedience; it is active resistance to God’s gracious efforts to restore 
them. 
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3.5 The Coming Collapse (2:13–16) 

“Behold, I am weighed down by you, 
As a cart full of sheaves is weighed down. 
Therefore flight shall perish from the swift, 
The strong shall not strengthen his power, 
Nor shall the mighty deliver himself; 
He shall not stand who handles the bow, 
The swift of foot shall not escape, 
Nor shall he who rides a horse deliver himself. 
The most courageous men of might shall flee naked in that day,” 
Says the Lord. (Amos 2:13–16, NKJV) 

The picture is vivid: 

• God says He is like a cart so loaded with grain that it groans under the weight. Their sins have 
piled up. 

• Natural advantages will fail: 

o The swift cannot run fast enough, 

o The strong cannot hold their ground, 

o The warrior with the bow cannot stand, 

o The horseman cannot ride to safety, 

o The bravest soldiers will drop everything and run naked in panic. 

The message is clear: when God rises in judgment, human strength, skill, and courage are useless. 

4. For Believers: A Hard but Needed Challenge 

Amos 2 refuses to let God’s people hide behind religious language while living in open compromise. 

We can summarize the Lord’s charges against His people: 

1. They oppressed the poor and twisted justice (Amos 2:6–7a). 

2. They indulged in sexual sin and brought it into their worship (Amos 2:7b–8). 

3. They forgot God’s past grace (Amos 2:9–11). 

4. They tried to silence anyone who confronted them (Amos 2:12). 
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These are not “ancient sins” only. They show up in modern forms: 

• When business or personal decisions crush the vulnerable so we can live more comfortably, 

• When sexual immorality is tolerated, excused, or even celebrated among those who name 
Christ, 

• When we take God’s past blessings for granted instead of letting them humble us, 

• When we get angry at preaching, Scripture, or brothers and sisters who lovingly confront our 
sin. 

If you belong to Jesus, Amos 2 is a loving but sobering warning. God’s grace does not make sin “no 
big deal.” The cross shows us how seriously God takes sin—so seriously that Jesus shed His blood to 
bear our judgment. 

Because He bore judgment in our place, we are forgiven when we confess and turn to Him. But that 
same grace calls us to turn away from injustice, impurity, greed, and hardness of heart. 

A few questions to take to prayer: 

• How do I treat those who have less power than I do—financially, socially, or emotionally? 

• Am I harboring any secret or tolerated sexual sin that dishonors the Lord’s name? 

• Have I been resisting the voice of God—through Scripture, through a sermon, or through 
a brother or sister who loves me? 

• Do I remember and thank God for His past mercies, or have I begun to presume on 
them? 

The Lord is not exposing these things to crush you, but to heal you. His desire is not to shame you, 
but to draw you back into honest fellowship, forgiveness, and renewal. 

5. An Invitation to Those Who Do Not Yet Know Jesus 

Amos 2 shows us a God who: 

• Knows our history, 

• Sees our private sins and public injustices, 

• Has been patient and gracious, 

• But will not ignore evil forever. 

That can be unsettling. And it should be—because it is true. We are not dealing with an abstract idea 
of “spirituality,” but with the living God who is holy, just, and deeply concerned with what we do. 

At the same time, this same God has stepped into our broken world with amazing mercy. 

Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God: 
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• Took on real humanity, 

• Lived a sinless life of perfect love and obedience, 

• Went willingly to the cross. 

On that cross, He shed His blood for us, bearing the judgment our sins deserve. He did not die as a 
martyr of a cause; He died as a substitute, taking our place. 

On the third day, He rose from the dead. His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord—
the One who conquered sin and death. 

Now He calls all people—no matter their past—to turn and come to Him: 

“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing 
may come from the presence of the Lord.” (Acts 3:19, NKJV) 

If you sense that God has been putting His finger on your life—on your injustice, your immorality, 
your hardness of heart—this is not because He hates you. It is because He loves you enough to wake 
you up. 

You can come to Him today. Not by promising to fix yourself, but by trusting the One who died and 
rose for you. 

You might pray something like this from your heart: 

“Lord God, I see that You are holy and just, and that I have sinned against You. I confess that I have 
not loved You or others as I should. I believe that Jesus Christ shed His blood for my sins on the 
cross, and that He rose again, and that He is God, Savior, and Lord. I turn from my sin and put my 
trust in Jesus. Please forgive me, change me, and make me Yours. Amen.” 

The words themselves are not magic. What matters is that you honestly turn to God and put your 
trust in His Son. 


