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Amos opens his book in a very down-to-earth way. He is not a palace insider or a professional 
theologian. He is a working man God interrupted. 

1. Amos: A Working Man Called by God (Amos 1:1) 

“The words of Amos, who was among the sheepbreeders of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel 
in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, two 
years before the earthquake.” (Amos 1:1, NKJV) 

Amos lived in Tekoa, a small town south of Jerusalem, out toward the wilderness that drops down to 
the Dead Sea. In chapter 7 he says he was: 

• A sheepbreeder (not just a hired shepherd, but a man who raised and managed flocks), and 

• A tender of sycamore fig trees. 

In other words, he was a rancher and a farmer—a man with calloused hands, not clerical robes. 

He says these are “the words of Amos … which he saw concerning Israel.” The visions and messages 
are from God, but he still owns them personally. God spoke, Amos saw and heard, and then he 
faithfully communicated what he had received. 

His ministry is dated: 

• In the days of Uzziah, king of Judah (a long and generally prosperous reign in the south), 

• In the days of Jeroboam son of Joash, king of Israel (Jeroboam II, a strong and successful king 
in the north), 

• Two years before a great earthquake, so severe that later prophets still referred back to it. 

Historically, this puts Amos around 800 B.C., during a time of outward prosperity and inward decay. 

Application 

God delights to call ordinary people. Amos was not “from a ministry family.” He did not introduce 
himself as “Reverend” or “Prophet by profession.” He was simply a man working his job when God 
interrupted his life. 

If you belong to Jesus, never assume you are “too ordinary” for God to use. He often chooses people 
who feel completely unqualified, then fills them, leads them, and uses them where they are—and 
sometimes sends them where they never planned to go. 

2. The Lion Roars from Zion (Amos 1:2) 

“And he said: ‘The Lord roars from Zion, and utters His voice from Jerusalem; the pastures of the 
shepherds mourn, and the top of Carmel withers.’” (Amos 1:2, NKJV) 

Amos begins with a startling image: the Lord roars. Like a lion that has risen and seized its prey, God 
is no longer silent. He is not whispering, He is not hinting—He is roaring. 

• From Zion and from Jerusalem: God is not speaking from the thrones of human empires, but 
from the place where He has chosen to make His name known. 
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• The pastures mourn and Mount Carmel withers: even the land feels the weight of God’s 
displeasure. Prosperity is not guaranteed. Creation itself responds when the Creator 
confronts His people. 

Application 

We like to think of God speaking gently—and He often does. But there are times when the only loving 
thing He can do is raise His voice. 

For some of us, the “roar” has been: 

• A crisis we did not expect, 

• A loss that shattered our complacency, 

• A confrontation we could not ignore. 

Those moments are not proof that God is against us. They may be the proof that He loves us too 
much to leave us asleep in our sin. 

3. “For Three Transgressions, and for Four…” – God Judges the Nations (Amos 1:3–15) 

Amos now does something brilliant. God uses him to pronounce judgment on the nations around 
Israel first. The people listening in the Northern Kingdom would have nodded along: 

“Of course God is against those people. They are cruel. They are wicked. They deserve judgment.” 

They do not realize that the net is slowly tightening—and that Amos is leading them to see that God 
will also judge His own people when they practice the same sins. 

Each oracle begins with the same formula: 

“Thus says the Lord: ‘For three transgressions of [nation], and for four, I will not turn away its 
punishment…’” (see Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13, NKJV) 

This does not mean exactly three or four sins. It is a Hebrew way of saying, “Your sins are full and 
overflowing. The measure is complete. My patience has been long, but now judgment is 
unavoidable.” 

Let’s walk through each nation. 

A. Damascus (Syria) – Cruelty in War (Amos 1:3–5) 

“For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I will not turn away its punishment, because 
they have threshed Gilead with implements of iron. But I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, 
which shall devour the palaces of Ben-Hadad. I will also break the gate bar of Damascus… The 
people of Syria shall go captive to Kir,” says the Lord. (Amos 1:3–5, NKJV) 

Damascus, capital of Syria, had brutally attacked Gilead (the region east of the Jordan). Amos uses 
the picture of threshing with iron, as if they ground people down like grain under sharp iron sledges. 

  



Daily Bible Reading Companion 
30-DBSN-Amos-Chapter 01 

 

03 
Copyright © 2024-2025 
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.  Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV), 
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)  Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

God announces: 

• Fire on the royal house of Hazael and Ben-Hadad (kings known from other parts of 
Scripture). 

• The gate bar broken—meaning their security system shattered. 

• The people of Syria taken away to Kir in captivity. 

History records that Assyria eventually conquered Syria and deported its people, exactly as Amos 
foretold. 

Application 

God takes how we treat human beings very seriously, especially in times of war or conflict. The fact 
that someone is an enemy does not give us permission to treat them as less than human. 

For us, cruelty may not look like iron sledges. It might look like despising a people group, cheering 
when others suffer, or justifying any means because we believe our side is “right.” 

God sees and remembers. 

B. Gaza and the Philistines – Human Trafficking (Amos 1:6–8) 

“For three transgressions of Gaza, and for four, I will not turn away its punishment, because they 
took captive the whole captivity to deliver them up to Edom. But I will send a fire upon the wall of 
Gaza… The remnant of the Philistines shall perish,” says the Lord God. (Amos 1:6–8, NKJV) 

The Philistines, centered in cities like Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, and Ekron, committed a specific sin: 
they captured entire communities and sold them as slaves to Edom. 

They treated God’s image-bearers as merchandise. 

God’s response: 

• Fire on the walls and palaces of their cities. 

• The remnant of the Philistines would perish—no future, no enduring people. 

And history confirms this. The Philistines eventually disappear as a distinct people. (Note: Today’s 
“Palestinians” are not descendants of the Philistines.) 

Application 

God hates the buying and selling of people in any form. In ancient times it was literal slavery. Today it 
shows up in: 

• Human trafficking, 

• Exploitative labor, 

• Treating workers as disposable, 

• Exploiting the poor because they have no power. 
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Whenever human lives are reduced to profit margins, God takes notice. 

C. Tyre – Betrayed Covenant and Complicity (Amos 1:9–10) 

“For three transgressions of Tyre, and for four, I will not turn away its punishment, because they 
delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, and did not remember the covenant of brotherhood. But I 
will send a fire upon the wall of Tyre, which shall devour its palaces.” (Amos 1:9–10, NKJV) 

Tyre, the great Phoenician port city, was wealthy and powerful. Its ships moved goods all over the 
Mediterranean. Tyre had once been a loyal friend to Israel: 

• King Hiram of Tyre helped David build his palace. 

• He also supplied cedar and craftsmen for Solomon’s temple. 

But over time, Tyre: 

• Joined the slave trade, delivering entire groups into Edom’s hands, and 

• Forgot “the covenant of brotherhood”—the bond of loyalty and kindness that once existed 
between them and Israel. 

God promises fire on Tyre’s walls and palaces. Centuries later, the city was besieged and destroyed 
in stages, first by Babylon, then by Alexander the Great. 

Application 

It is a serious thing to betray trust for profit. God remembers covenant faithfulness: 

• Between friends, 

• Between families, 

• Between churches and partners in ministry. 

When we treat relationships as disposable and people as opportunities to be used rather than 
neighbors to be loved, we are walking in the path of Tyre. 

D. Edom – Perpetual Hatred (Amos 1:11–12) 

“For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn away its punishment, because he 
pursued his brother with the sword, and cast off all pity; his anger tore perpetually, and he kept his 
wrath forever. But I will send a fire upon Teman, which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah.” 
(Amos 1:11–12, NKJV) 

Edom descended from Esau, the twin brother of Jacob. God still calls Israel and Edom “brothers.” 
But instead of brotherly care, Edom showed: 

• Relentless hostility (“pursued his brother with the sword”) 
• No compassion (“cast off all pity”) 
• Stored-up resentment (“his anger tore perpetually, and he kept his wrath forever”) 
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God declares judgment on their key cities, Teman and Bozrah. 

Application 

This hits closer to home. Edom’s sin was not just cruelty—it was nursing long-standing hatred. 

Some of the deepest, ugliest conflicts in our lives are not with strangers. They are: 

• Family feuds, 

• Broken friendships, 

• Church divisions that go back years or even decades. 

If you are a follower of Jesus, you are not called to carry grudges “forever.” You have been forgiven at 
the cost of Jesus’ blood. The crucified and risen Lord calls you to forgive others, not because they 
deserve it, but because He has forgiven you. 

E. Ammon – Violence Against the Helpless (Amos 1:13–15) 

“For three transgressions of the people of Ammon, and for four, I will not turn away its punishment, 
because they ripped open the women with child in Gilead, that they might enlarge their territory. But I 
will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah… Their king shall go into captivity, he and his princes together,” 
says the Lord. (Amos 1:13–15, NKJV) 

Ammon lay east of the Jordan. Its capital, Rabbah, corresponds to modern Amman. In their drive to 
expand their borders, the Ammonites committed horrific violence—ripping open pregnant women to 
terrorize and wipe out a population. 

This is as graphic and evil as it sounds. 

God’s verdict: 

• Fire on the wall and palaces of Rabbah, 

• Battle shouts and storm-like destruction, 

• Their king and princes taken into captivity. 

Application 

God fiercely defends the weakest and most vulnerable. The Ammonites saw unborn children and 
defenseless women as obstacles to military success. God saw them as precious lives made in His 
image. 

Our own generation has to ask: 
How do we treat the unborn, the disabled, the elderly, the powerless? 

We may not use ancient weapons, but any society that treats vulnerable lives as disposable or 
inconvenient is walking the same road Ammon did. God’s heart has not changed. 
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What This Means for Us: A Challenge to Believers 

So far, Amos has not even addressed Israel directly. He has circled around them, showing that: 

• God judges nations, not only individuals, 

• God cares about violence, injustice, cruelty, betrayal, and unchecked hatred, 

• God’s patience is real, but not endless. 

For those who believe in Jesus, Amos 1 presses some searching questions: 

1. Do I secretly enjoy hearing about “those people” being judged? 
It is easy to say, “Yes, Lord, judge the traffickers, the cruel, the corrupt,” while assuming that 
God will never confront my own compromise, prejudice, or hardness of heart. 

2. Have I separated “spiritual life” from “ethical life”? 
The nations here are judged not for abstract theological errors, but for how they treated 
people. Genuine faith in Christ should show up in how we handle power, money, 
relationships, and conflict. 

3. Am I nursing old resentments like Edom? 
Is there a person or a group I have decided to hate “forever”? The cross of Christ calls us to 
another way—to lay down bitterness and choose forgiveness, even when it is costly and 
painful. 

4. Do I speak or act for the vulnerable? 
When the powerless are crushed—whether by systems, economics, or violence—do I shrug, 
or do I pray, speak, and act as I am able? 

God is not calling us to self-righteous crusades. He is calling us to repentance, humility, and 
integrity. Judgment begins at the house of God (First Peter 4:17). Amos will soon turn his gaze on 
God’s own people. We should let the Holy Spirit search us now. 

5. An Invitation to Those Who Do Not Yet Belong to Jesus 

Amos 1 is heavy. It shows us a God who roars, who remembers, and who judges. That can be 
frightening—but it is also honest. A God who does not judge evil is not good. 

The same God who judged the sins of Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, and Ammon has also looked at 
our hearts. Even if we have not committed those outward atrocities, we know: 

• We have hurt people. 

• We have harbored hatred. 

• We have walked in pride, lust, selfishness, and unbelief. 

• We have not loved God with all our heart, nor our neighbor as ourselves. 

If God is just, He cannot simply ignore these things. 
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But here is the good news: 
The God who roars in judgment also came near in mercy. 

Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, entered our world, took on our humanity, and lived the life we 
should have lived—pure, loving, just, and obedient. 

Then: 

• He went to the cross, 

• He willingly shed His blood for us, 

• He bore our sins and our judgment in His own body, 

• He died, was buried, and on the third day rose again. 

His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. Through His death and resurrection, He 
offers full forgiveness, new life, and peace with God. 

The justice of Amos and the mercy of the cross meet in the same God. 

Scripture says: 

“For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13, NKJV) 

If you recognize that you are not right with God, He is not asking you to clean yourself up first. He is 
calling you to turn to His Son. 

You might pray something like this from your heart: 

“Lord God, I see that You are holy and just, and that I am a sinner. I confess that I have gone my own 
way. I believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for my sins, that He shed His blood for me, and that 
He rose again from the dead. I confess that He is God, Savior, and Lord. I turn from my sin and put my 
trust in Jesus. Please forgive me, change me, and make me Yours. Amen.” 

The exact words are not what save you. Jesus saves. But whoever truly comes to Him, trusting in His 
finished work, He will not cast out. 

 


