Daily Bible Reading Companion
29-DBSN-Joel-Chapter 02

Joel 2:1-32 - When God Sounds the Alarm, Offers Mercy, and Pours Out His Spirit

Joel has just described a devastating locust plague in chapter 1. In chapter 2 the Lord takes that
disaster and uses it as a picture of something even greater: a coming “day of the Lord,” a time when
God Himself steps into history in judgment and in mercy.

This chapter moves from alarm, to repentance, to restoration, and finally to the outpouring of the
Spirit and the promise of salvation for “whoever calls on the name of the Lord.”

1. The Alarm of the Day of the Lord (Joel 2:1-3)

“Blow the trumpetin Zion,

And sound an alarm in My holy mountain!

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble;

For the day of the Lord is coming,

Foritis athand:

A day of darkness and gloominess,

A day of clouds and thick darkness...” (Joel 2:1-2a, NKJV)

Trumpets in Israel were used to call people to war, to worship, or to warning. Here the trumpet is an
alarm: God is calling His people to pay attention.

Joel describes a coming day as:
e “Aday of darkness and gloominess”
o “Aday of clouds and thick darkness”

¢ Atime when a “great people and strong” sweep through the land, leaving it ruined (Joel 2:2-
3).

Before them the land looks like a garden; after them, it looks like a wasteland. Whether Joel is
describing a future army, another wave of locusts, or both, the pointis clear: when God allows
judgment, nothing can stand in the way.

Practical Application

God sometimes allows shaking to get our attention. Circumstances that strip away our sense of
control—economic collapse, national turmoil, personal loss—can function like a trumpet blast.

e Areyou listening for the Lord in your current “alarm” moments?

e Do you see hard seasons only as random misfortune, or as opportunities to return to God
with a deeper, more honest heart?

2. The Unstoppable Army (Joel 2:4-11)
Joel then paints a vivid picture of this invading force:

“Their appearance is like the appearance of horses;
And like swift steeds, so they run.
With a noise like chariots over mountaintops they leap,
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Like the noise of a flaming fire that devours the stubble,
Like a strong people set in battle array.” (Joel 2:4-5, NKJV)

They move with discipline, coordination, and relentless power:
e They “run like mighty men” (Joel 2:7).
e They“do not break ranks” (Joel 2:7).
e They climb walls, rush through cities, and seem unstoppable (Joel 2:7-9).
e The earth and heavens themselves seem to tremble (Joel 2:10).

In Joel’s day, the imagery would have evoked terror. For us, we can easily picture modern warfare—
armored units, aircraft, missiles, firestorms—but the main point remains: God can use
overwhelming forces—natural or human—to confront a rebellious people.

And then we are reminded that behind the armies of earth stands the Lord of heaven:

“The Lord gives voice before His army,

For His camp is very great;

For strong is the One who executes His word.
For the day of the Lord is great and very terrible;
Who can endure it?” (Joel 2:11, NKJV)

This is the sobering question: Who can endure the day when God fully confronts evil?
3. God’s Surprising Call: “Return to Me” (Joel 2:12-17)
Right when you would expect nothing but doom, the tone changes:

“Now, therefore,” says the Lord,

“Turn to Me with all your heart,

With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.”

So rend your heart, and not your garments;

Return to the Lord your God,

For He is gracious and merciful,

Slow to anger, and of great kindness;

And He relents from doing harm.” (Joel 2:12-13, NKJV)

In Joel’s culture, people tore their clothing to show grief. But God says, “l am not interested in torn
clothes. | want a torn heart.”

True repentance is not just emotion or religious performance; it is:
e Whole-hearted turning (“Turn to Me with all your heart”)
e Honest brokenness (“with weeping and mourning”)

e Inner change, not just outward show (“rend your heart, and not your garments”)
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And why should we turn?
e Because God is gracious and merciful
o Because He is slow to anger and of great kindness
o Because He takes no pleasure in judgment; He desires to save.

“Who knows if He will turn and relent,
And leave a blessing behind Him...” (Joel 2:14, NKJV)

This is not uncertainty about God’s character; it is an invitation to hope. When people truly repent,
God delights to respond with mercy.

Joel calls for a national gathering (Joel 2:15-17):
e Blow the trumpet again—this time to call people to prayer.
e Gather elders, children, even nursing infants.
o Letthe bride and groom interrupt their celebrations to seek God.
e Letthe priests weep and cry, “Spare Your people, O Lord...” (Joel 2:17).
This is a picture of serious, united, humble prayer.
Challenge for Believers
e Areyou content with partial repentance—saying sorry but not changing direction?

e Arethere places where you’ve been tearing garments (outward religious activity) but not
tearing your heart (inner surrender)?

e Do youtruly believe God is gracious and merciful to you, or do you hold back from Him,
assuming He is eager to reject rather than eager to restore?

God still says, “Return to Me with all your heart.” This is not just for the nation of Judah; it is for every
church, every family, every believer who has drifted.

4. God’s Gracious Response and Restoration (Joel 2:18-27)
When the people turn, God responds:

“Then the Lord will be zealous for His land,
And pity His people.” (Joel 2:18, NKJV)

He promises:

e Provision: “I will send you grain and new wine and oil, and you will be satisfied by them” (Joel
2:19).

e Honor: “l will no longer make you a reproach among the nations” (Joel 2:19).

e Deliverance: “l will remove far from you the northern army” (Joel 2:20).
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e Healing of creation:
o Thelandrejoices (Joel 2:21).
o The animals find pasture again (Joel 2:22).
o The fields, trees, and vines flourish (Joel 2:22).
And then one of the most tender promises in the chapter:

“So | will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten,
The crawling locust,

The consuming locust,

And the chewing locust,

My great army which | sent among you.” (Joel 2:25, NKJV)

Sin and rebellion had cost them years of blessing. Locust-like consequences had stripped their
harvest, their joy, and their hope. Yet God does not merely forgive; He restores.

You will:
e “Eatin plenty and be satisfied” (Joel 2:26).
e “Praise the name of the Lord your God” (Joel 2:26).

e Knowthat“l am in the midst of Israel” and “l am the Lord your God and there is no other”
(Joel 2:27).

Practical Application

Many people feel they have wasted years—years lost to addiction, bitterness, immorality, apathy, or
spiritual drift. The gospel of Jesus Christ says:

e Jesus shed His blood on the cross to pay for every sin.

e Hisresurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord, and that He has power to make all
things new.

¢ Whenyou return to Him, He not only forgives; He can redeem the damage, reclaim lost
purpose, and restore fruitfulness in ways you could never manufacture.

You cannot get back lost time—but God can fill whatever time you have left with His presence, His
purpose, and His power.

5. The Outpouring of the Spirit and the Coming Day (Joel 2:28-32)
Joel then lifts our eyes beyond his own generation:

“And it shall come to pass afterward

That | will pour out My Spirit on all flesh;

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
Your old men shall dream dreams,
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Your young men shall see visions.
And also on My menservants and on My maidservants
| will pour out My Spirit in those days.” (Joel 2:28-29, NKJV)

Several key truths stand out:
e (God’s Spiritis not limited to a few “special” people.
o Sons and daughters, old and young, servants and free—all are included.

e God intends His people to be a Spirit-filled, Spirit-led, Spirit-empowered community, not just
areligious institution.

Joel also speaks of cosmic signs:

“And | will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth:

Blood and fire and pillars of smoke.

The sun shall be turned into darkness,

And the moon into blood,

Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord.” (Joel 2:30-31, NKJV)

These signs point toward a climactic intervention of God in history—a final, awesome “day of the
Lord” when He judges evil and establishes His righteous rule in fullness. Different Christians
understand the exact timing and sequence in different ways, but we agree on this: history is not
random; it is moving toward a God-ordained conclusion under the lordship of Jesus Christ.

And then comes one of the most beautiful promises in all Scripture:

“And it shall come to pass
That whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Joel 2:32, NKJV)

Peter quoted this verse in Acts 2:17-21 on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was poured out
on the early ekklesia. That day was a powerful foretaste and partial fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy.
God was showing that the same Spirit promised through Joel had begun to be poured outin a new
way through the risen Lord Jesus.

But Joel 2 also looks beyond that moment—to the ongoing work of the Spirit in the church age and
ultimately to God’s final dealings with the world. Through it all, one thing is fixed: whoever calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved.

A Challenge for Believers
Joel 2 presses several questions on those who already know Christ:
1. Areyou hearing God’s trumpet, or hitting the snooze button?
o Has God been using circumstances to get your attention?

o Areyou softening your heart—or hardening it?
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2. Isyourrepentance outward or inward?

o Doyou “tear garments” (go through religious motions) while keeping your heart
guarded and unchanged?

o Where is God calling you to “rend your heart, and not your garments”?
3. Areyou living as a Spirit-filled person or as a self-reliant one?

o Joel speaks of a people saturated with God’s Spirit—prophesying, dreaming, seeing,
responding.

o Inthe New Covenant, God offers His Spirit to every believer in Christ. Are you daily
yielding to the Spirit, listening, obeying, and depending on Him?

4. Doyou believe God can restore what you have lost?

o Maybeyou carry regret for wasted years, broken relationships, missed opportunities,
or spiritual failure.

o Joel2:25is God’s personal word to weary hearts: “l will restore to you the years that
the swarming locust has eaten.”

o Bringthose losses honestly to Him and ask Him to redeem and repurpose your story
for His glory.

An Invitation to Those Who Do Not Yet Know Christ
Joel 2:32 says:
“Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
That promise reaches all the way to you.
o You may feel the weight of your sin, your failures, and your brokenness.

¢ You may feel like the locusts have eaten through your life—addictions, anger, immorality,
pride, or indifference have left you empty.

¢ You may fear the thought of standing before a holy God on that final “day of the Lord.”

The good news of the gospelis this:
e Jesus Christ, the Son of God, shed His blood on the cross to pay the full penalty for your sin.
o He willingly took the judgment you deserve, so you can receive mercy you could never earn.

e Onthe third day He rose again from the dead, and that resurrection declares that He is God,
Savior, and Lord—the only One who can forgive sin and conquer death.

¢ Because He is alive, He can give you a new heart, a new beginning, and His own Spirit to live
within you.
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God’s word to you is not, “Clean yourself up and then come.” His word is, “Return to Me with all your
heart.”

If you are ready to turn to Him, you can respond in simple, honest faith. There is no magic formula,
but a prayer like this can express the faith of your heart:

“Lord Jesus, | know that | have sinned against You.

I have gone my own way, and | cannot fix myself.

| believe that You shed Your blood on the cross for my sins.

I believe that You rose from the dead and that Your resurrection declares You are God, my Savior, and
my Lord.

Today I turn to You with all my heart.

Please forgive me, cleanse me, and make me new.

Fill me with Your Holy Spirit and teach me to live for You.

I call on Your name, Lord Jesus. Save me. Amen.”

If you truly call on the name of the Lord, trusting in who Jesus is and what He has done, God’s
promise in Joel 2:32—and echoed in Romans 10:13—applies directly to you:

“Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

From that moment, you are invited to grow:
e Inthe Scriptures (start reading the Gospels, especially the Gospel of John).
e Infellowship (connect with a Bible-teaching study group).

¢ Inobedience (take the next step the Lord shows you, including water baptism as a public
confession of faith).

Joel 2 begins with an alarm and a terrifying picture of judgment, but it ends with a wide-open door of
mercy, a promise of the Spirit poured out, and the assurance that whoever calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.

The trumpet has sounded. The question is: How will you respond—today?
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