Daily Bible Reading Companion
28-DBSN-Hosea Chapter 14

Hosea 14 is like God’s final love letter in this book—a last, tender appeal to a people who have run
from Him again and again. Judgment has been announced, but here the Lord opens His heart and
His arms and says, “Come back.” There is both realism (you have fallen by your iniquity) and radiant
hope (I will heal your backsliding). It is a beautiful picture of what God still does today through Jesus
Christ.

1. “Return... You Have Fallen by Your Iniquity” (Hosea 14:1-3)

“O Israel, return to the Lord your God,

For you have stumbled because of your iniquity;

Take words with you,

And return to the Lord.

Say to Him,

‘Take away all iniquity;

Receive us graciously,

For we will offer the sacrifices of our lips.

Assyria shall not save us,

We will not ride on horses,

Nor will we say anymore to the work of our hands, “You are our gods.”
For in You the fatherless finds mercy.”” (Hosea 14:1-3, NKJV)

God’s last chapter begins with a command and an explanation:
e Command: “Return to the Lord your God.”
e Explanation: “For you have stumbled because of your iniquity.”

God does not pretend their sin is small or harmless. He says plainly, “You have stumbled because of
your iniquity.” Sin is not just a bad idea; it is a real fall, a real damage. Yet the same God who exposes
their fall calls them to come back.

Then He does something remarkable: He gives them the words to pray.
“Take words with you, and return to the Lord. Say to Him...”

God is not asking for impressive rituals or dramatic performances. He simply wants an honest,
humble return, expressed in simple, sincere words:

1. “Take away all iniquity” — not excuses, not self-defense; a request for forgiveness and
cleansing.

2. “Receive us graciously” — they are not bargaining; they are pleading for grace.

3. “We will offer the sacrifices of our lips” — instead of calves on an altar, they will bring
heartfelt praise and confession (see Hebrews 13:15).

4. “Assyria shall not save us” —they renounce false securities in political alliances and
human power.
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5. “We will not ride on horses” —they will no longer trust military strength or their own
strategies.
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6. “Nor will we say anymore to the work of our hands, ‘You are our gods.”” —they renounce

their idols, their self-made “gods.”

7. “Forin You the fatherless finds mercy.” — they throw themselves on the compassion of
God.

Application for Believers

This is still what real repentance looks like:
e We stop defending ourselves and admit, “I have fallen by my iniquity.”
¢ We come with words, not excuses: “Lord, take away my sin. Receive me by grace.”
¢ We renounce our false saviors:

o “Assyria shall not save us” — no government, movement, or human system is my
ultimate hope.

o “We will notride on horses” — my strength, strategy, and cleverness cannot save my
soul.
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o “We will not say to the work of our hands, ‘You are our gods’” — career, possessions,

ministry, relationships, or achievements are not my god.

Challenge to believers: Is there anything in your life you have quietly started to treat as your real
security—your “Assyria,” your “horse,” the “work of your hands”? God calls you to bring that into the
light and say, “Lord, | will not call this my god. In You the fatherless finds mercy. In You | find my true
refuge.”

2. “I Will Heal Their Backsliding” (Hosea 14:4-7)

“l will heal their backsliding,

| will love them freely,

For My anger has turned away from him.

| will be like the dew to Israel;

He shall grow like the lily,

And lengthen his roots like Lebanon.

His branches shall spread;

His beauty shall be like an olive tree,

And his fragrance like Lebanon.

Those who dwell under his shadow shall return;
They shall be revived like grain,

And grow like a vine.

Their scent shall be like the wine of Lebanon.” (Hosea 14:4-7, NKJV)

As soon as God finishes telling them what to pray, He answers with breathtaking promises:
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o “lwill heal their backsliding” — God does not just forgive; He heals. He deals with the
wandering tendency in their hearts.

o “lwill love them freely” — not grudgingly, not conditionally, but freely. His anger, which was
righteous and deserved, is turned away.

o  “lwill be like the dew to Israel” —in a dry land, dew is gentle, life-giving moisture. God will
quietly refresh and restore His people.

Then He uses a series of images to describe the beauty of a restored people:

Like the lily — fresh, pure, and attractive.

e Roots like Lebanon - (referring to the cypress of Lebanon) deep, stable, anchored.

e Branches spreading — influence and fruitfulness extending outward.

e Beauty like the olive tree — enduring and fruitful, an image of stability and blessing.

e Fragrance like Lebanon - their life becomes spiritually fragrant and refreshing to others.
o Revived like grain, grow like a vine — renewed vitality and fruitfulness.

¢ “Those who dwell under his shadow shall return” — others find refuge and restoration under
the shade of what God has done in them.

Application for Believers

God does not just call you back to scold you. He calls you back so He can heal you, love you freely,
and make your life fruitful and refreshing to others.

If you have drifted:
e Godis notsaying, “Come back so | can rub your nose in your failure.”

e Heissaying, “Come back so | can heal your backsliding, love you freely, and make you like a
deeply rooted, fruitful tree.”

Challenge: Are you willing to believe that God not only forgives you, but genuinely wants to restore
and beautify your life—to make you stable, fruitful, and a blessing to others? Or are you still holding
back, thinking, “God might tolerate me, but He could not really delight in me again”?

If you will return with honest confession, He promises: “/ will heal... | will love... | will be like the
dew...”

3. “What Have | to Do Anymore with Idols?” (Hosea 14:8)

“Ephraim shall say,

‘What have | to do anymore with idols?’

| have heard and observed him.

| am like a green cypress tree;

Your fruit is found in Me.” (Hosea 14:8, NKJV)
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God looks ahead to the day when Ephraim responds rightly:

¢ “What have | to do anymore with idols?” — This is repentance in its mature form: not just
avoiding consequences, but truly losing all appetite for false gods.

God replies:

¢ “l have heard and observed him.” - God listens when His people turn back to Him; He
watches their response.

e “lam like a green cypress tree; your fruit is found in Me.” - God Himself becomes the
source of their fruitfulness. Whatever genuine spiritual fruit they bear comes from being
rooted in Him.

This echoes the later language of Jesus:

“Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in Me.”
(John 15:4, NKJV)

Application for Believers
This is where God wants to bring us:

e Notjust, “l am sorry my sin hurt me,”

o But, “What have | to do anymore with idols? | want nothing to do with them.”
And then:

e “Lord, my fruitis found in You. Anything good that comes from my life is from Your grace and
Your life in me.”

Challenge: Are you still trying to produce “fruit” from your own effort—trying to be “good enough” in
your own strength—or have you settled into a life of abiding, where you recognize, “My fruit is found
in You, Lord. You are the source”?

4. A Final Word of Wisdom (Hosea 14:9)

“Who is wise? Let him understand these things.

Who is prudent? Let him know them.

For the ways of the Lord are right;

The righteous walk in them,

But transgressors stumble in them.” (Hosea 14:9, NKJV)

The book closes with a simple dividing line:
e God’s ways are right.
e Therighteous walk in them and find life.

e Transgressors stumble over them.
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True wisdom is not merely knowing information; it is recognizing that God’s ways are right and then
choosing to walk in them.

Application for Believers
Hosea 14 has shown us:
e Our sinreally does cause us to fall.
e God really does invite us to return.
e He even gives us the words to say.
e He promises to heal, to love freely, to refresh, and to make us fruitful.
e Heisreadyto be our only God and our only source of true fruitfulness.

The question is not whether the ways of the Lord are right—they are. The question is whether we will
walk in them.

Challenge to your heart:

e Areyou still arguing with God in your heart about what is “right,” or have you surrendered
to His wisdom?

e Willyou walk in His ways even when they cut across your desires, your culture, or your
habits?

Wise and prudent people accept this: “The ways of the Lord are right.”
An Invitation to Non-Believers: Come Home to the God Who Heals

Hosea ends with a call: “Return to the Lord your God.” That call still goes out today—and it comes to
you personally.

Like Israel, you may have:
e Gone your own way.
o Trusted “Assyria”-your own resources, strength, or cleverness.
e Made idols of the work of your hands.
o Fallen hard because of your own choices.

But the God who spoke through Hosea is the same God who has acted decisively in history through
Jesus Christ.

The Lord says, “Take words with you, and return to the Lord.” You do not need to bring a religious
performance. You come with honest confession and faith.
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The good news is this:
e Jesus Christ, the Son of God, shed His blood on the cross to take away your iniquity.
e He bore your sin and your guilt so you could be forgiven and reconciled to God.
e Herose from the dead, and His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord.
e |nHim, God can say to you, “l will heal your backsliding; | will love you freely.”

If you sense God calling you—if you feel that tug to finally come home—do not ignore it. You can
respond to Him right now. There is nothing magical about specific words, but you might pray
something like this from your heart:

“Lord God, | confess that | have sinned against You.

I have fallen by my iniquity and gone my own way.

| ask You to take away all my iniquity and receive me graciously.

| believe that Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross for my sins,

and that He rose from the dead, proving that He is God, Savior, and Lord.
I turn from my idols and my self-rule.

| put my trust in Jesus Christ and surrender my life to Him.

Please heal my backsliding, love me freely,

and teach me to walk in Your ways.

In Jesus’name, amen.”

If this reflects the cry of your heart, then you are doing exactly what Hosea 14 describes: returning to
the Lord, asking Him to take away your iniquity and receive you by His grace.

God’s promise still stands:

“I will heal their backsliding, | will love them freely.”

And through Jesus Christ—crucified for your sins, risen in victory—He will keep that promise in your
life.

6 Copyright © 2024-2025

Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide
Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV), This teaching is given freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies.
Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)



