Daily Bible Reading Companion
28-DBSN-Hosea Chapter 12

Hosea 12 pulls together two big threads:
e |srael’s present sin and stubbornness, and
e Jacob’s past story as a mirror of their own hearts.

Through it all, we see a God who speaks, warns, disciplines, and still invites His people to return to
Him.

1. Feeding on the Wind: Empty Alliances and Empty Hearts (Hosea 12:1-2)

“Ephraim feeds on the wind,

And pursues the east wind;

He daily increases lies and desolation.

Also they make a covenant with the Assyrians,

And oil is carried to Egypt.

The Lord also brings a charge against Judah,

And will punish Jacob according to his ways;

According to his deeds He will recompense him.” (Hosea 12:1-2, NKJV)

God paints a vivid picture: Ephraim is “feeding on the wind.”
Wind cannot nourish you. You can chase it, but you can never get anything solid out of it.

Israel did this in two ways:

1. Politically — They tried to secure their future by making deals with Assyria and sending
tribute to Egypt. Instead of trusting God, they leaned on human power.

2. Morally and spiritually — They “increased lies and desolation.” Their life as a nation was
becoming more fragile and empty, even as they grasped for security.

God also brings Judah into view: He will “punish Jacob according to his ways.” The whole family—
north and south—is accountable.

Practical Application for Believers

We may not be sending oil to Egypt or signing treaties with Assyria, but we can do the same thing in
spirit:

o Depending on our own strategies, connections, or resources instead of sincerely trusting
God.
e Trying to solve spiritual problems with purely human solutions.

e Speaking and living in a way that looks religious but is full of untruth and compromise.

Question for us:
Where am | “feeding on the wind”—chasing what cannot satisfy—instead of seeking the Lord?

01

Copyright © 2024-2025
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide

This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV),
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved



Daily Bible Reading Companion
28-DBSN-Hosea Chapter 12

2. Jacob as a Mirror: From Heel-Catcher to God-Governed (Hosea 12:3-6)

“He took his brother by the heel in the womb,
And in his strength he struggled with God.

Yes, he struggled with the Angel and prevailed;
He wept, and sought favor from Him.

He found Him in Bethel,

And there He spoke to us—

That is, the Lord God of hosts.

The Lord is His memorable name.

So you, by the help of your God, return;
Observe mercy and justice,

And wait on your God continually.” (Hosea 12:3-6, NKJV)

God now reaches back into Israel’s family album and pulls out the story of Jacob.

e Jacob came into the world grasping his brother Esau’s heel (Genesis 25:24-26). His very
name, “Jacob,” carries the idea of a heel-catcher, someone who takes advantage.

e He spent much of his early life scheming, maneuvering, and manipulating his way
through situations.

e Butwhen he faced crisis—fleeing from Esau, later terrified of meeting him again—God
met him.

Hosea highlights that night by the river Jabbok (Genesis 32):
e Jacob “struggled with God... with the Angel and prevailed” (Hosea 12:3-4).
e Hosea adds a detail Genesis does not emphasize verbally:

“He wept, and sought favor from Him.” (Hosea 12:4, NKJV)

Jacob did not win by overpowering God. He “prevailed” by surrendering, by weeping and pleading, by
coming to the end of himself. God had to cripple him physically to break his self-reliance, and in that
brokenness Jacob finally clung to God not as an opponent, but as his only hope.

There God changed his name from Jacob (“heel-catcher”) to Israel (“God-governed” or “one who
prevails with God”).

God’s message through Hosea is clear:
“You are Jacob’s children—and right now you are acting like Jacob at his worst. But | want you to
learn from Jacob’s turning point and become like Israel, governed by God.”

So He says:

“So you, by the help of your God, return;
Observe mercy and justice,
And wait on your God continually.” (Hosea 12:6, NKJV)
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This is not a call to save ourselves by our own effort. Notice the phrase:
“By the help of your God, return.” (Hosea 12:6, NKJV)
God Himself will help us turn, if we are willing.
Practical Application for Believers
Jacob’s story is deeply personal:
e Many of us live on our wits, our energy, our cleverness, our planning.
o We may even succeed outwardly, yet inwardly we resist being fully governed by God.

Sometimes God allows us to hit a wall—a crisis, a loss, a disappointment so deep that our usual
tactics no longer work. We may feel “crippled” in some way: physically, emotionally, or
circumstantially.

That painful breaking can become the turning point where:
o We stop wrestling against God.
e We start clinging to God in tears and dependence.
¢ We move from self-governed to God-governed.

Challenge for believers:
Are you still trying to “manage” God and your life, or have you surrendered to be governed by Him?
Will you let Him use even your brokenness as the doorway to deeper blessing?

3. Dishonest Scales and Self-Satisfaction (Hosea 12:7-9)

“A cunning Canaanite!

Deceitful scales are in his hand;

He loves to oppress.

And Ephraim said, ‘Surely | have become rich,
| have found wealth for myself;

In all my labors

They shall find in me no iniquity that is sin.’
Butlam the Lord your God,

Ever since the land of Egypt;

I will again make you dwell in tents,

As in the days of the appointed feast.” (Hosea 12:7-9, NKJV)

God now exposes another layer of Israel’s condition:
e They are “cunning” in business, using “deceitful scales.”
e They love to oppress—using their position and skill to take advantage of others.

o Yetthey feel secure and self-righteous because they are wealthy. They say, in effect,
“Look how rich we are. Nobody can prove we’ve done anything wrong.”
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They confuse prosperity with God’s approval.
God answers:

“But | am the Lord your God,
Ever since the land of Egypt...” (Hosea 12:9, NKJV)

He reminds them that He is the one who rescued them, provided for them, and formed them as a
people. If needed, He can strip away their comforts and bring them back to the simplicity and
dependence symbolized by “dwelling in tents” as in the Feast of Tabernacles.

Practical Application for Believers

We live in a culture that measures success largely by income, comfort, and image. It is dangerously
easy to:

e Assume that if things are going well financially, we must be right with God.
e Ignore dishonest or unjust practices, justifying them because “everyone does it.”
e Trustin what we have built, rather than in the Lord who gave us the ability and opportunity.

Reflection:

Are there areas where you rely on your own success story instead of humbly acknowledging your
dependence on God? Are you willing, if He asks, to simplify, to let go, to “dwell in tents” again
spiritually—Lliving as a pilgrim, not as a permanent owner?

4. God Has Been Speaking All Along (Hosea 12:10-14)

“I have also spoken by the prophets,
And have multiplied visions;
I have given symbols through the witness of the prophets.” (Hosea 12:10, NKJV)

God reminds them:
He has not been silent. He has spoken:

e Through prophets.

e Through visions.

e Through vivid symbolic actions (like Hosea’s own marriage and family).
Yet they ignored Him.

“But Ephraim provoked Him to anger most bitterly;
Therefore his Lord will leave the guilt of his bloodshed upon him,
And return his reproach upon him.” (Hosea 12:14, NKJV)

Judgment is not coming because God failed to warn them. It is coming because they refused to
listen.
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Still, in the middle of these warnings, the story of Jacob, the ladder at Bethel, and God’s past
deliverance through Moses (Hosea 12:12-13) remind us that God’s dealings are always aimed at
rescue and restoration, not mere destruction.

A Challenge for Believers
Hosea 12 presses some piercing questions into our hearts:

1. Amlfeeding on the wind?
Am | chasing security, meaning, or identity in things that cannot truly satisfy—career,
possessions, status, relationships—while neglecting a deep walk with God?

2. Amlliving like Jacob or like Israel?
Am | still trying to manipulate outcomes and control my life, or have | surrendered to be
governed by God, even if He leads me through humbling and breaking?

3. Have |l confused material success with spiritual health?
Do | measure my life by my bank account and comfort level rather than by my obedience,
integrity, and love for God and people?

4. Have lreally listened to what God has been saying?
He has spoken through His Word, through teachers and friends, through circumstances, and
most of all through His Son, Jesus Christ. Am | responding, or just nodding and moving on?

Believer, here is your challenge:

Let God use Hosea 12 to search your heart. If He shows you areas where you have been self-reliant,
double-hearted, or careless about justice and mercy, respond like Jacob at the river Jabbok—
broken, honest, and clinging to God for His favor.

Ask Him to make you a person who is truly God-governed—in your private life, in your relationships,
in your use of money, in your decisions.

An Invitation to Non-Believers: Come to the God Who Calls You Back
If you have never truly given your life to Jesus Christ, Hosea 12 also speaks to you.
Like Israel and like Jacob, all of us:

e Have gone our own way.

e Have trusted in ourselves, our plans, or our alliances instead of God.

¢ Have sinned—by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

Sin is not just a mistake; it is a real offense against a holy God. It brings guilt, and that guilt cannot be
erased by trying harder or doing better on our own.

But God, in His love, has not left us there.
He sent Jesus Christ, His Son, to do for us what we could never do for ourselves:
e Jesus lived a sinless life in perfect obedience to the Father.
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e Jesus shed His blood on the cross to pay for our sins.

e Onthe third day, Jesus rose from the dead. His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior,
and Lord.

Through the cross and resurrection:
e God’sjustice is satisfied—sin is taken seriously and fully paid.
e God’s love is revealed—He Himself provides the sacrifice to bring us back to Him.

God now calls you—not to trust in religion, or your own goodness, or human strength—but to turn
from your sin and put your trust in His Son.

If He is tugging at your heart today, you can respond in simple, sincere faith. You might pray
something like this:

“Lord God, | admit that | have sinned against You.

I have gone my own way and trusted in myself.

| believe that Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross for my sins,
and that He rose from the dead.

| confess that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

Please forgive me, cleanse me, and make me Yours.

I turn from my sin and | give my life to Jesus.

Teach me to follow You and to be governed by You from this day on.
In Jesus’name, amen.”

The exact words are not a formula. What matters is that you truly turn to God in your heart, trusting
in Jesus Christ and what He has done for you.

If you do that, God will not treat you as Jacob the schemer, but as someone He is ready to
transform—He will begin the lifelong work of making you into a person who is truly governed by Him,
loved by Him, and secure in Him.
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