Daily Bible Reading Companion
28-DBSN-Hosea Chapter 09

Hosea 9 is one of the sobering chapters of the Old Testament. It shows us what happens when a
people who were deeply blessed by God deliberately walk away from Him. Yet even in the severity of
these verses, we see the faithfulness of God’s warnings and the urgency of His call to return.

1. False Joy and Coming Exile (Hosea 9:1-3)

“Do not rejoice, O Israel, with joy like other peoples,

For you have played the harlot against your God.

You have made love for hire on every threshing floor.

The threshing floor and the winepress

Shall not feed them,

And the new wine shall fail in her.

They shall not dwell in the Lord’s land,

But Ephraim shall return to Egypt,

And shall eat unclean things in Assyria.” (Hosea 9:1-3, NKJV)

Israel was still celebrating, still going through festivals and feasts, but God said, “Do not rejoice.”
Their outward joy did not match their inward reality. They had “played the harlot” spiritually—trading
loyalty to the Lord for idols and alliances.

God warns that:
¢ Their food and wine would fail.
e Theywould be removed from the Lord’s land.
o Theywould be scattered among foreign nations, eating what was unclean.

This is the language of exile. When people reject the Giver and cling only to His gifts, eventually even
the gifts begin to dry up.

Practical Application for Believers

Itis possible to celebrate, sing, and “rejoice” outwardly while our hearts drift from God. We can be
more excited about His blessings than about Him. Hosea reminds us that joy without faithfulness is
fragile—it cannot last.

Question:
Is your joy rooted in God Himself, or only in the temporary comforts He has given?

2. Empty Worship and Corrupt Spiritual Voices (Hosea 9:4-9)

“They shall not offer wine offerings to the Lord,

Nor shall their sacrifices be pleasing to Him...

What will you do in the appointed day,

And in the day of the feast of the Lord?” (Hosea 9:4-5, NKJV)

Because of their sin, their sacrifices would no longer be acceptable. The very worship system they
relied on would be interrupted by exile. The places they once enjoyed would be overgrown and
desolate:
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“The pleasant places for their silver,
Nettles shall possess them;
Thorns shall be in their tents.” (Hosea 9:6, NKJV)

Then comes a piercing statement about the spiritual condition of the nation:

“The days of punishment have come;

The days of recompense have come.

Israel knows!

The prophetis a fool,

The spiritual man is insane,

Because of the greatness of your iniquity and great enmity.” (Hosea 9:7, NKJV)

Those who should have been watchmen—prophets and spiritual leaders—had become unreliable,
deceptive, even dangerous. Instead of guiding people back to God, they became like shares.

“They are deeply corrupted,

As in the days of Gibeah.

He will remember their iniquity;

He will punish their sins.” (Hosea 9:9, NKJV)

The “days of Gibeah” point back to one of the darkest episodes in Israel’s history (Judges 19-21).
Hosea’s point is strong: the corruption of his day matched some of Israel’s worst moments.

Practical Application for Believers

We are called to test spiritual voices by the truth of God’s Word. When a culture resists God, those
who speak truth may be called “fools” or “insane,” while flattering voices receive applause.

Questions:
e Do youvalue God’s Word enough to test what you hear—even from religious leaders?
e Areyou more drawn to messages that comfort you or those that call you to holiness?
3. From First Fruits to Idolatry (Hosea 9:10-13)

“I found Israel

Like grapes in the wilderness;

| saw your fathers

As the firstfruits on the fig tree in its first season.

But they went to Baal Peor,

And separated themselves to that shame;

They became an abomination like the thing they loved.” (Hosea 9:10, NKJV)

God remembers how delightful Israel once was to Him—Ilike finding grapes in a dry wilderness, like
the first figs of the season. But they turned aside to Baal Peor, a pagan deity associated with deeply
immoral worship practices.
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Notice the phrase:
“They became an abomination like the thing they loved.” (Hosea 9:10, NKJV)

We become like what we love. If we love idols—whether literal or symbolic—we eventually reflect
their emptiness and corruption. If we love the living God, we are gradually shaped to resemble His
character.

Then Hosea describes coming judgment in painful terms:

“As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like a bird—
No birth, no pregnancy, and no conception!...
Yes, woe to them when | depart from them!” (Hosea 9:11-12, NKJV)

The language of lost children and barrenness reflects covenant curses and national tragedy. The
point is not that God hates children, but that a nation’s rebellion leads to deep, generational pain.

Practical Application for Believers

There is a spiritual law here: we become like what we pursue. When we pursue idols of pleasure,
power, status, or self, our hearts grow colder, harder, and more restless. When we pursue Christ, we
grow in love, mercy, and truth.

Question:
What are you loving most these days—and what is it making you become?

4. Driven Out and Scattered (Hosea 9:14-17)
Hosea, overwhelmed, cries out:

“Give them, O Lord—

What will You give?

Give them a miscarrying womb

And dry breasts!” (Hosea 9:14, NKJV)

This is not cruelty but anguish. The prophet sees that bringing children into such a corrupt and
judged environment will lead to more pain.

God responds:

“All their wickedness is in Gilgal,

For there | hated them.

Because of the evil of their deeds

| will drive them from My house;

I will love them no more.

All their princes are rebellious.” (Hosea 9:15, NKJV)

Gilgal, once a significant spiritual site in Israel’s history, had become a center of wickedness. The
place of covenant remembrance became a place of rebellion.
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The chapter ends with a solemn summary:

“Ephraim is stricken,

Their root is dried up;

They shall bear no fruit...

My God will cast them away,

Because they did not obey Him;

And they shall be wanderers among the nations.” (Hosea 9:16-17, NKJV)

Israel’s scattering among the nations was no accident of history—it was the fulfillment of God’s
warnings. Yet even in their wandering, God’s promises and purposes remain, and His heart
continues to long for their return.

A Challenge for Believers
Hosea 9 presses serious questions on us:

o Are we rejoicing while drifting from God, like Israel—happy on the surface, compromised
underneath?

¢ Have we allowed God’s Word to become “strange” or distant in our lives?
o Have we traded the living God for modern idols of comfort, success, pleasure, or control?
e Are we becoming like what we love—and is that leading us closer to Christ or further away?

This chapter is not here so we can shake our heads at ancient Israel. It is here so that we can
examine our own hearts and respond to God’s warning while there is still time.

Believer, this is your challenge:
Return to the Lord with a whole heart. Lay down your idols. Let His Word shape your thinking again.
Ask Him to search you, to cleanse you, and to restore your first love for Him.

An Invitation to Non-Believers: Come to the Savior Who Gave His Life for You
If you have never truly given your life to Jesus Christ, Hosea 9 is both a warning and an invitation.
The warning is clear:

e Sin has consequences.
e Wandering from God leads to emptiness, loss, and exile of the soul.
e Alife built onidols cannot stand.

But the invitation is greater:

God did not leave us in our sin and wandering. He sent Jesus Christ, His Son, to bring us back to
Himself.

e Jesus lived a perfect life.
e Jesus shed His blood on the cross to pay for our sins.
e Jesusrose from the dead, and His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord.
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Through Him, you can be forgiven, cleansed, and brought into a real relationship with God—not
based on your perfection, but on His grace.

If you are ready to turn from your sin and trust in Jesus, you might pray something like this:

“Lord God, | admit that | have sinned and wandered from You.

| believe that Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross for my sins and that He rose from the dead.
I confess that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

Please forgive me, cleanse me, and make me Your child.

I turn from my sin and | give my life to Jesus.

Help me to follow You from this day forward.

In Jesus’name, amen.”

The prayer itself does not save you—lJesus does. But if you sincerely place your trust in Him, God will
meet you with mercy. He will welcome you, forgive you, and begin the work of making you new.

May Hosea 9 move us all—believers and seekers alike—to take God’s warnings seriously, to turn
from empty idols, and to run to the Savior who loved us and gave Himself for us.
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