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Hosea 5 is like a spiritual court scene. God calls the leaders, the people, and even the royal house to 
hear His charges. The nation has wandered so far from Him that even their attempts to “come back” 
are empty, because they still refuse to truly repent. Yet even here, God’s purpose is not to abandon 
them, but to bring them to the place where they will seek His face. 

1. God’s Case Against the Leaders (Hosea 5:1–3) 

“Hear this, O priests! 
Take heed, O house of Israel! 
Give ear, O house of the king! 
For yours is the judgment, 
Because you have been a snare to Mizpah 
And a net spread on Tabor. 
The revolters are deeply involved in slaughter, 
Though I rebuke them all. 
I know Ephraim, 
And Israel is not hidden from Me; 
For now, O Ephraim, you commit harlotry; 
Israel is defiled.” (Hosea 5:1–3, NKJV) 

God addresses three groups: 

• the priests, 

• the house of Israel (the people), 

• and the house of the king (the rulers). 

They were supposed to guide the people in truth and worship, but instead they became a snare—a 
trap. Places like Mizpah and Tabor, once significant high places and strategic locations, became 
symbols of deceptive leadership. Instead of pointing people toward the Lord, they helped lead them 
into idolatry and spiritual adultery. 

God reminds them: “I know Ephraim… Israel is not hidden from Me.” Nothing is hidden from Him—
not motives, not secret compromises, not quiet corruption. 

Practical application for believers: 
Spiritual leadership—whether in the home, in a church, or in any ministry—comes with 
responsibility. When leaders drift, people often follow. This should humble every pastor, elder, 
teacher, and parent. We do not just influence people’s opinions; we influence their relationship with 
God. 

Challenge: 
If you are in any position of spiritual influence, ask: Am I leading people closer to Jesus—or subtly 
away from Him by my example, my compromises, or my silence? 
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2. A Heart That Will Not Turn (Hosea 5:4–7) 

“They do not direct their deeds 
Toward turning to their God, 
For the spirit of harlotry is in their midst, 
And they do not know the Lord. 
The pride of Israel testifies to his face; 
Therefore Israel and Ephraim stumble in their iniquity; 
Judah also stumbles with them.” (Hosea 5:4–5, NKJV) 

God points to the core problem: 
They will not direct their deeds toward turning to God. Their issue is not lack of information but 
hardened hearts. 

• A “spirit of harlotry” – they had given their affections to idols. 

• “They do not know the Lord” – not just ignorance, but relational distance. 

• “The pride of Israel testifies to his face” – even confronted, they remained proud. 

Then comes a devastating statement: 

“They shall go with their flocks and herds 
To seek the Lord, but they will not find Him; 
He has withdrawn Himself from them.” (Hosea 5:6, NKJV) 

They would bring offerings, flocks, and herds. Outwardly, it would look like repentance. But it was 
hollow—no brokenness, no true turning, no humility. So God says He has withdrawn Himself. 
Religious activity without a repentant heart cannot substitute for real relationship with God. 

Practical application for believers: 
We can go to church, sing, give, serve, and “seek the Lord” outwardly, yet still refuse to truly repent 
of the things He puts His finger on. God is not fooled by religious busyness. He is after our hearts. 

Challenge: 
Is there an area where you are going through the motions spiritually, but resisting God inwardly? Are 
you offering Him flocks and herds—time, service, religious effort—while holding back obedience in a 
specific area? 

3. Judah’s Opportunism and God’s Discipline (Hosea 5:8–12) 

“Blow the ram’s horn in Gibeah, 
The trumpet in Ramah! 
Cry aloud at Beth Aven, 
‘Look behind you, O Benjamin!’ 
Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke; 
Among the tribes of Israel I make known what is sure.” (Hosea 5:8–9, NKJV) 
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Judgment is coming on the northern kingdom (Ephraim/Israel), and God declares it openly—“I make 
known what is sure.” There is nothing vague about His warning. 

“The princes of Judah are like those who remove a landmark; 
I will pour out My wrath on them like water.” (Hosea 5:10, NKJV) 

Judah’s leaders are compared to those who move boundary markers. Rather than grieving over 
Israel’s fall, they seem ready to take advantage—using their neighbor’s collapse as an opportunity to 
gain land or influence. 

But God sees that, too. He will discipline Judah for selfish opportunism instead of compassion. 

“Therefore I will be to Ephraim like a moth, 
And to the house of Judah like rottenness.” (Hosea 5:12, NKJV) 

A moth and rottenness work slowly, silently, gradually weakening what once seemed strong. God is 
saying: My discipline may not always be loud or sudden, but it will be sure and thorough. 

Practical application for believers: 
We are called to weep over the sins and judgments of others, not exploit them. When another 
believer, church, or group stumbles, our first response should not be, “What can I gain?” but, “Lord, 
have mercy. Keep my heart soft and humble.” 

Challenge: 
How do you respond when others fail—especially spiritually? Do you secretly feel superior or 
opportunistic? Or does it drive you to prayer and self-examination? 

4. Trusting the Arm of Flesh (Hosea 5:13) 

“When Ephraim saw his sickness, 
And Judah saw his wound, 
Then Ephraim went to Assyria 
And sent to King Jareb; 
Yet he cannot cure you, 
Nor heal you of your wound.” (Hosea 5:13, NKJV) 

Here is a tragic irony: 
They finally saw their sickness—but instead of turning to God, they turned to Assyria for help. They 
trusted political alliances and human power instead of the Lord. 

God’s verdict is clear: 
Assyria cannot heal you. 
Human power cannot cure spiritual disease. 

Practical application for believers: 
When our lives, families, or churches are in trouble, it is not wrong to use wise counsel, medicine, 
planning, or resources. But if we place our ultimate trust in human strength, strategies, or systems 
without truly relying on the Lord, we are repeating Ephraim’s mistake. 
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Challenge: 
In your present struggles, where is your deepest trust? In God—or in people, systems, and 
strategies? Are you asking the Lord to lead, convict, and change you—or merely asking Him to bless 
your own plans? 

5. God Withdraws—But Not Forever (Hosea 5:14–15) 

“For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, 
And like a young lion to the house of Judah. 
I, even I, will tear them and go away; 
I will take them away, and no one shall rescue. 
I will return again to My place 
Till they acknowledge their offense. 
Then they will seek My face; 
In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.” (Hosea 5:14–15, NKJV) 

The imagery becomes stronger. God is now like a lion—tearing, withdrawing, and leaving them 
helpless. It is a picture of heavy discipline. Yet even here, His goal is not destruction, but 
repentance: 

• “Till they acknowledge their offense.” 
• “Then they will seek My face.” 
• “In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.” 

God’s withdrawal is not indifference; it is a severe mercy designed to bring them to the end of 
themselves so that they will truly seek Him. 

The next verses (Hosea 6:1–3) show a future response of turning back: “Come, and let us return to 
the Lord…” But Hosea 5 ends with God patiently waiting for that genuine return. 

Practical application for believers: 
Sometimes God allows us to feel the weight of our choices so we will finally realize that we cannot 
live without Him. Affliction can become a doorway where we learn to seek His face, not just His 
blessings. 

Challenge: 
If you feel as if God is distant, ask: Have I acknowledged my offense? Have I truly faced my sin and 
turned back to Him? God is not playing hide-and-seek; He is waiting for honesty and surrender. 

6. How This Points Us to Jesus 

Hosea 5 reveals: 

• Leaders who failed, 
• People who would not turn, 
• Idolatry that corrupted the heart, 
• Human alliances that could not save, 
• And divine discipline aimed at bringing people back to God. 
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Into a world like that—ours—Jesus came. 

• He is the faithful Shepherd and perfect King who never misleads His people. 
• He calls us not just to outward religion but to true repentance. 
• He exposes our idols and offers Himself as the true Lord of our lives. 
• He does not merely diagnose our sickness—He heals it at the deepest level. 

On the cross, Jesus shed His blood to pay for our sins fully and finally. He bore the judgment we 
deserve. He took the separation we have earned. And on the third day, He rose from the dead. His 
resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

In Him, God’s justice and mercy meet. Instead of tearing us apart as a lion, He was pierced and 
wounded for us. Instead of withdrawing forever, He draws near and offers us reconciliation. 

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God…” 
(First Peter 3:18, NKJV) 

A Challenge for Believers 

Hosea 5 calls every follower of Jesus to examine their heart: 

• Are you living with a soft heart toward God—or a proud, resistant one? 
• Are you walking in truth and mercy—or drifting into religious routine? 
• Are you trusting in the arm of flesh—or in the Lord? 
• Are you willing to acknowledge your offense—or defending and excusing it? 

This is not about losing God’s love. It is about walking in the reality of that love through honest, 
humble repentance. 

Practical step: 
Take time this week to get alone with God and pray something like: 
“Lord, show me where I have drifted. Show me where I have trusted myself more than You. I 
acknowledge my sin. I want to seek Your face again. Renew my heart and restore my walk with You.” 

He will not despise that prayer. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers: Come to the One Who Gave His Life for You 

If you have never truly given your life to Jesus Christ, Hosea 5 is both a warning and an invitation. 

The warning is clear: 

• Sin is real. 

• Drift from God brings consequences. 

• Human strength cannot cure a spiritual wound. 

• God may allow affliction to awaken you. 
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But the invitation is even greater: 

• The same God who disciplines also loves. 

• Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross to pay for your sin. 

• He rose again from the dead, declaring He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

• He invites you to turn from sin and trust Him with your whole life. 

If you are ready to respond, not just with words but with your heart, you can call out to Him right now. 
You might pray something like this: 

“Lord God, I admit that I have sinned and gone my own way. I believe that Jesus Christ shed His 
blood on the cross for my sins and that He rose from the dead. I confess that He is God, Savior, and 
Lord. I ask You to forgive me, cleanse me, and make me Your own. I turn from my sin and I surrender 
my life to Jesus. Thank You for loving me and receiving me. In Jesus’ name, amen.” 

The prayer itself does not save you—Jesus does. But if you truly turn to Him in faith, God will meet 
you with mercy. The One who once seemed far away will draw near, not as a Judge to condemn, but 
as a Savior to forgive and a Lord to lead your life. 

May Hosea 5 move our hearts to humility, deepen our repentance, and draw us closer to the One 
who loved us and gave Himself for us. 


