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Hosea 1:1-11 introduces us to a prophet whose own family life becomes a living picture of God’s 
heart toward His unfaithful people. It is a chapter full of pain, judgment, and warning—but also 
surprise, grace, and hope. 

1. The Setting of Hosea’s Ministry (Hosea 1:1) 

“The word of the Lord that came to Hosea the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.” (Hosea 1:1, 
NKJV) 

Hosea begins by anchoring his ministry in real history. He prophesied while Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah ruled in Judah, and while Jeroboam II ruled in the northern kingdom, Israel. That 
means Hosea ministered in the same general period as Isaiah. Isaiah spoke mainly to Judah in the 
south; Hosea spoke mainly to Israel in the north. 

Jeroboam II’s reign in Israel was outwardly prosperous. Borders were secure, the economy was 
strong, and people likely felt confident and successful. But spiritually, the nation was far from God. 
The people mixed the worship of the Lord with idols, injustice, and immorality. In that environment, 
God raised up Hosea to speak a hard truth: prosperity can conceal deep spiritual sickness. 

Practical application for believers: 
We should never assume that outward success—whether financial, professional, or social—means 
we are spiritually healthy. We need to ask: Am I walking with the Lord? Am I faithful to Him in my 
heart, my priorities, and my daily life? 

2. A Shocking Command: A Marriage as a Message (Hosea 1:2-3) 

“When the Lord began to speak by Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea: ‘Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry 
and children of harlotry, for the land has committed great harlotry by departing from the Lord.’ So he 
went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.” (Hosea 1:2-
3, NKJV) 

God’s first recorded word to Hosea is shocking: He commands Hosea to marry a “wife of harlotry.” 
This does not necessarily mean Gomer was already living as a prostitute when they married. The 
point is that God knew her heart and her future unfaithfulness. Hosea’s painful marriage would 
become a living illustration of Israel’s spiritual unfaithfulness to God. 

Just as Hosea would love a wife who would betray him, God had loved Israel, taken her as His 
covenant people, blessed her, cared for her—and yet she turned away to idols. 

Spiritual truth: 
God sometimes uses the lives of His servants as vivid pictures of His message. Hosea’s heartbreak 
mirrors God’s own grief when His people turn away from Him. Sin is not just law-breaking; it is 
relationship-breaking. It wounds the heart of the One who loves us. 

Application for believers: 
When we chase idols—whether money, pleasure, status, relationships, or anything else we put 
above God—we are not just “messing up.” We are being spiritually unfaithful to the Lord who loves 
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us. That realization should move us not only to repentance, but to sorrow over how our sin grieves 
Him. 

3. The First Child: Jezreel – Judgment for Violence (Hosea 1:3-5) 

“Then the Lord said to him: ‘Call his name Jezreel, for in a little while I will avenge the bloodshed of 
Jezreel on the house of Jehu, and bring an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. It shall come to 
pass in that day that I will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel.’” (Hosea 1:4-5, NKJV) 

Hosea’s first son is named Jezreel, a name that carries painful history. Jezreel was a place of 
bloodshed. Jehu, an earlier king, had violently wiped out the house of Ahab there. While Jehu carried 
out judgment on a wicked dynasty, he also went beyond what was right and continued in idolatry 
himself. God had promised to judge Jehu’s house in the fourth generation—and Hosea is living near 
the time when that judgment is about to fall. 

By naming the child Jezreel, God is announcing that: 

• He has not forgotten the unjust bloodshed. 

• He will bring an end to the kingdom of Israel. 

• He will break their “bow”—their military strength—in the very valley whose name the child 
bears. 

Application for believers: 
God does not overlook violence, injustice, or cruelty, even when they are done under a religious or 
“zealous” banner. Zeal for God does not excuse sin. We must never think that doing something “in 
God’s name” cancels out disobedience to His character. 

Challenge: 
Ask yourself: Are there places where I have tried to justify harshness, bitterness, or wrong behavior 
because I thought I was “right”? God calls us not only to be correct in doctrine but Christlike in 
character. 

4. The Second Child: Lo-Ruhamah – “No Mercy” (Hosea 1:6-7) 

“And she conceived again and bore a daughter. Then God said to him: ‘Call her name Lo-Ruhamah, 
for I will no longer have mercy on the house of Israel, but I will utterly take them away. Yet I will have 
mercy on the house of Judah, will save them by the Lord their God, and will not save them by bow, 
nor by sword or battle, by horses or horsemen.’” (Hosea 1:6-7, NKJV) 

The second child, a daughter, is named Lo-Ruhamah, which means “No Mercy” or “Not Pitied.” This 
is a terrifying statement. Up to this point, Israel had survived only because of God’s mercy. Now God 
announces that His protective compassion will be withdrawn. The result will be Israel’s defeat and 
exile by Assyria. 

In contrast, God promises to have mercy on Judah and to save them “by the Lord their God,” not by 
military might. In the days of Hezekiah, this would be fulfilled when the Lord Himself struck down 
the Assyrian army without Judah lifting a sword. 
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Application for believers: 
God’s mercy is not something to be taken for granted. Persistent rebellion can lead to a point where 
God allows us to feel the full weight of our choices. This does not mean He stops loving us, but it 
does mean He may withdraw protective restraints and let us experience the consequences of sin in 
order to wake us up. 

Challenge: 
Is there an area where you are presuming on God’s mercy—continuing in sin because you assume, 
“God will forgive me; that’s His job”? Hosea reminds us that such an attitude is dangerous. The right 
response to mercy is gratitude and obedience, not carelessness. 

5. The Third Child: Lo-Ammi – “Not My People” (Hosea 1:8-9) 

“Now when she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son. Then God said: ‘Call his 
name Lo-Ammi, for you are not My people, and I will not be your God.’” (Hosea 1:8-9, NKJV) 

The third child, a son, is named Lo-Ammi—“Not My People.” At this point, the symbolism becomes 
even more personal. The text hints that by now Gomer’s unfaithfulness may be open, and this child 
may not even be Hosea’s own. Hosea is raising a child who is a living reminder of broken trust. 

God uses this painful reality to describe His relationship with Israel. There comes a point where God 
declares, “You are not My people, and I will not be your God.” It is the darkest moment in the 
chapter—a shocking reversal of the covenant formula, “I will be your God, and you shall be My 
people.” 

Spiritual truth: 
When people persistently reject God’s ways, God may give them over to what they have chosen. The 
most frightening judgment is not always immediate destruction; it is being left to go our own way 
without God’s presence and favor. 

Application for believers: 
We should never treat our relationship with God as a casual, breakable thing. While God is patient 
and full of compassion, Hosea reminds us that turning away from Him is serious. Our faith is a 
covenant relationship, not a flimsy preference. 

6. From the Darkest Word to the Brightest Hope (Hosea 1:10-11) 

Just when the message seems unbearably dark, God speaks a stunning word of hope: 

“Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured 
or numbered. And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not My 
people,’ there it shall be said to them, ‘You are sons of the living God.’ Then the children of Judah and 
the children of Israel shall be gathered together, and appoint for themselves one head; and they 
shall come up out of the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel!” (Hosea 1:10-11, NKJV) 
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Notice the word “Yet.” After announcing “No Mercy” and “Not My People,” God immediately 
promises: 

• Israel will still become as countless as “the sand of the sea.” 

• In the very place where God said, “You are not My people,” He will say, “You are sons of the 
living God.” 

• Judah and Israel will be reunited under “one head.” 

• The day of Jezreel—once associated with judgment—will become a day of great restoration, 
as God “sows” and restores His people. 

Hosea shows us that God’s final word to His people is not rejection but restoration. Judgment is real, 
but it is not the endpoint of God’s heart. God’s purpose is to bring people back to Himself. 

The New Testament later applies this language not only to Israel, but to all who come to God through 
Jesus Christ, both Jews and Gentiles. In Christ, those who were “not My people” become “My 
people,” and those who were far off are brought near to God. 

7. How This Points to Jesus 

Hosea’s story is a shadow of something greater. Like Hosea, God did not abandon His unfaithful 
people. Instead, He took the initiative to pursue and redeem them. 

In Jesus Christ: 

• God Himself came to us, not merely as a prophet, but as the Son of God. 

• Jesus took our unfaithfulness, sin, and shame upon Himself. 

• On the cross, He shed His blood to pay for our sin fully and finally. 

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.” (First 
Peter 3:18, NKJV) 

• The resurrection declares that Jesus is God, Savior, and Lord. 

“…and declared to be the Son of God with power…by the resurrection from the dead.” (Romans 1:4, 
NKJV) 

At the cross, the verdict “Not My people” can be reversed. In the risen Christ, God says to all who 
trust in His Son: “You are My sons and daughters. You belong to Me.” 

A Challenge for Believers 

If you already belong to Jesus, Hosea 1 calls you to examine your own heart: 

• Are there “idols” you are serving—things that steal your affection, time, and trust away 
from the Lord? 

• Have you grown comfortable with sin, presuming on God’s mercy? 
• Are you outwardly “prosperous” but inwardly drifting? 
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God invites you, not merely to feel guilty, but to return. 

“Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God…” (Hosea 14:1, NKJV) 

For believers today, that means coming honestly to Jesus, confessing our sin, and renewing our 
surrender to Him. He is not only willing to forgive; He delights to restore. 

Practical step: 
Take some quiet time and pray: 
“Lord, show me any place where my heart has been unfaithful. Give me the courage to turn from 
those things and to give You my whole heart again.” 

An Invitation to Those Who Do Not Yet Know Jesus 

If you do not yet personally know Jesus Christ, Hosea’s message is also for you. 

Without Christ, all of us are spiritually like Gomer—unfaithful, wandering, and unable to fix 
ourselves. Our sin separates us from God, and in that condition, the words “Not My people” and “No 
mercy” hang over us. 

But God has acted in love: 

• Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came into this world. 

• He lived a sinless life. 

• He willingly went to the cross, where He shed His blood to pay for your sin. 

• He rose again from the dead, declaring once and for all that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

Because of Jesus: 

• The guilty can be forgiven. 

• The far-off can be brought near. 

• Those who were “not My people” can be called “sons and daughters of the living God.” 

If you are willing to turn from your sin and trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, you can begin 
a real relationship with God today. 

You might pray something like this: 

“Lord God, I confess that I have sinned against You. I have gone my own way and lived for myself. I 
believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for my sins and that He rose again from the dead. I ask 
You to forgive me, to cleanse me, and to make me Your child. I surrender my life to Jesus as my Savior 
and Lord. Thank You for loving me and receiving me. In Jesus’ name, amen.” 

The prayer itself does not save you; Jesus saves you. But if this expresses the desire of your heart, 
you can be sure that the God who spoke through Hosea now speaks a new word over you in Christ: 
“You are My child.” 
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Hosea 1:1-11 shows us both the seriousness of sin and the greater strength of God’s faithful love. 
For believers, it is a call to renewed faithfulness. For those who do not yet know Christ, it is an open 
door: through the cross and resurrection of Jesus, you can move from “not My people” to “My 
people,” from “no mercy” to mercy overflowing. 


