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Introduction to Hosea

Hosea stands as one of the most compelling prophetic books in Scripture. Many readers are familiar
with the so-called “major prophets”—Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel—labeled as such not
because of greater importance but simply due to the length of their writings. Alongside them are the
twelve shorter prophetic books, often called the “minor prophets,” a librarian’s designation, not a
theological one. Unfortunately, these shorter books are often overlooked by Bible students and
particularly by Christians who primarily read the New Testament. This neglect usually stems from
unfamiliarity, not lack of value.

Yet within these twelve brief books are some of the richest and most penetrating passages in all of
Scripture. Hosea, the first in order among them, is a striking example. It is a unique book—one that
speaks not only to ancient Israel but also to the heart of anyone who desires to understand God’s
faithful love in the face of human unfaithfulness.

Historical Setting

After the death of King Solomon, the united kingdom of Israel split into two parts. The northern
kingdom—commonly called “Israel”—followed Jeroboam, while the southern kingdom—known as
“Judah”—remained under Solomon’s line through Rehoboam. The names “Israel” and “Judah” can
be confusing because sometimes Scripture uses “Israel” to refer to all twelve tribes collectively. To
avoid confusion, it is helpful simply to refer to them as the northern and southern kingdoms.

The northern kingdom quickly turned toward idolatry. Jeroboam feared that if his people continued
traveling to Jerusalem to worship, their loyalty might return to the house of David. To prevent this, he
established rival worship centers and introduced idols—including two golden calves. From that
moment forward, spiritual decline accelerated. Idolatry opened the door to moral corruption,
political instability, and violence. The history of the northern kingdom is marked by one failed
dynasty after another, and within two centuries it collapsed under the power of Assyria. Its people
were exiled and their land resettled with foreigners, giving rise to the mixed population later known
as the Samaritans.

The southern kingdom of Judah lasted longer. Although it too struggled with periods of rebellion, it
occasionally experienced revival under a handful of faithful kings. Ultimately, Judah also faced
judgment—not because God abandoned them, but because they abandoned Him. Yet even then,
God preserved Judah for the sake of His covenant promises.

Hosea’s Role in This History

In times when kings drifted from God, the Lord raised up prophets to speak His truth. Hosea joined
the prophetic line that included Elijah, Elisha, Amos, Jonah, Isaiah, and Micah. Hosea ministered
mainly to the northern kingdom, much as Jeremiah later ministered to Judah. He lived during the
days of Jeroboam Il and continued prophesying until the early years of Hezekiah.

Hosea’s message encompassed the entire people of God, but his primary audience was the
spiritually drifting northern kingdom. His prophecies extend far beyond his era. Though rooted in
Israel’s covenant history, Hosea often speaks to broader spiritual realities that resonate deeply with
New Testament believers.

01

Copyright © 2024-2025
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide

This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV),
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved



Daily Bible Reading Companion
28-DBSN-Introduction to Hosea
More than any other prophet, Hosea reveals how God responds when His people turn away from
Him. His book gives a remarkably complete picture of God’s faithfulness, God’s grief over human
rebellion, and God’s relentless desire to restore.

Hosea’s Central Message

Hosea declares that God suffers in a real and meaningful way when His people are unfaithful.
Scripture reveals a God who is unchanging in His holiness and unwavering in His love. He cannot
ignore sin, nor can He stop loving those He has called to Himself. This tension runs through all of
Hosea’s preaching: sin brings consequences, but divine love continues to pursue restoration.

Hosea’s own marriage becomes the living illustration of God’s message. God commands him to
marry a woman who will be unfaithful to him—a painful calling that places Hosea’s personal life at
the heart of his prophetic work. His marriage becomes a mirror for Israel’s spiritual infidelity. And
just as Hosea continues to pursue and restore his wife, God continues to pursue His wayward
people.

The Setting: The Best of Times, the Worst of Times

In many ways, the northern kingdom enjoyed great prosperity during Hosea’s early ministry. Territory
was regained, wealth increased, and national confidence ran high. Outwardly it looked like a golden
age. But from God'’s perspective, it was a spiritual disaster. Prosperity masked corruption, injustice,
arrogance, and idolatry. Hosea was sent to expose the truth behind the illusion.

Their sins included social injustice, violent behavior, religious hypocrisy, political maneuvering, self-
reliance, and spiritual ingratitude. Hosea warned that no amount of prosperity could secure a nation
that had abandoned the moral foundation of fearing God and walking in His ways.

Hosea in Light of the Covenant

Hosea’s message is inseparable from the covenant spoken through Moses, especially in
Deuteronomy chapter 28. God had pledged to bless Israel when they walked in obedience and to
discipline them when they turned away. Hosea reminds the people that God’s covenant still stands.
Judgment will come, not because God is fickle, but because He is faithful to His word.

Yet Hosea also affirms God’s promise of restoration. Even as judgment approaches, the prophet
points beyond it to a future renewal—a time when God will heal, restore, and renew His people in
wholehearted relationship with Himself.

Hosea’s Contribution to the Larger Biblical Story

Although Hosea is not filled with explicit messianic predictions, his book contains prophetic echoes
that the New Testament draws upon. Passages such as “Out of Egypt | called My Son,” “l desire
mercy and not sacrifice,” “They are not My people,” and “O death, where is your sting?” appear in the
teachings of Jesus, in Paul’s letters, and in the writings of Peter. Hosea’s themes of covenant love,
restoration, and spiritual renewal weave naturally into the message of the gospel.
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Structure of the Book
Hosea unfolds in three major sections:

1. Chapters 1-3: Hosea’s marriage and family life, a living parable of God’s relationship with
His people

2. Chapters 4-13: Israel’s unfaithfulness and the coming judgment
3. Chapter 14: God’s promise of renewal and spiritual restoration
The book begins with heartbreak, moves through rebuke, and ends with hope.

Hosea’s words call every generation to examine its relationship with God—to turn from empty
religion and idolatry, to return to the One who loves us with a steadfast and redeeming love.
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