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Daniel 11 is one of the most detailed prophetic chapters in the Bible. It shows that God is not 
guessing about history—He knows it, directs it, and weaves His purposes through it, even when 
nations rage and rulers seem out of control. 

This chapter is given to Daniel “in the first year of Darius the Mede” (Daniel 11:1, NKJV). It reaches 
from the Persian Empire, through the rise and breakup of Greece, down into the harsh persecution 
under Antiochus Epiphanes, and then looks ahead to a final arrogant ruler at “the time of the end” 
(Daniel 11:35, NKJV). 

Let’s walk through the flow of the chapter and then draw out how it speaks to us today. 

1. Persia and the Coming of Greece (Daniel 11:1–4) 

The heavenly messenger tells Daniel that after Darius, three more Persian kings will arise, and then a 
fourth who will be “far richer than them all” and who will stir up conflict with Greece (Daniel 11:2, 
NKJV). History shows us: 

• After Darius came three notable Persian kings. 

• Then came Xerxes (often identified with the “fourth”), powerful and wealthy, who launched 
great campaigns against Greece. 

But God also reveals that Greece will eventually rise: 

“Then a mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with great dominion and do according to his will.” 
(Daniel 11:3, NKJV) 

This fits strikingly with Alexander the Great—a brilliant young conqueror whose empire spread with 
stunning speed. Yet verse 4 says his kingdom would be broken and divided “toward the four winds of 
heaven,” not passed to his descendants and not with the same strength (Daniel 11:4, NKJV). That is 
exactly what happened: after Alexander’s early death, his empire was split among his generals into 
four regions. 

Takeaway: Empires rise and fall, but they do not catch God off guard. Human greatness is 
temporary; God’s rule is not. 

2. The Kings of the North and South (Daniel 11:5–20) 

From verse 5 onward, the focus narrows to two power blocks: 

• “King of the South” – the Ptolemaic rulers centered in Egypt 

• “King of the North” – the Seleucid rulers based in Syria 

Israel sits right between them, and their wars turn the land of God’s people into a battleground. 
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You see in this section: 

• Political marriages used to form alliances (Daniel 11:6) 

• Betrayals and assassinations 

• Invasions, retreats, and counterattacks 

• The land of Israel repeatedly caught in the middle (Daniel 11:16) 

The details in this passage line up remarkably well with the known history of the Ptolemies and 
Seleucids: alliances sealed by marriages, broken promises, revenge campaigns, and shifts in power. 
Daniel is seeing all this centuries before it happens. 

Takeaway: God’s people sometimes suffer because of the ambitions and sins of those in power. Yet 
even when the nations are unstable, God’s plan is not. 

3. Antiochus Epiphanes – A Preview of a Future Persecutor (Daniel 11:21–35) 

From verse 21, the spotlight falls on a particularly vile ruler from the north, widely recognized as 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes: 

“And in his place shall arise a vile person, to whom they will not give the honor of royalty; but he shall 
come in peaceably, and seize the kingdom by intrigue.” (Daniel 11:21, NKJV) 

He is described as: 

• Gaining power through flattery and deception, not legitimate right (Daniel 11:21–23) 

• Conducting campaigns against the south (Egypt) 

• Turning his fury toward “the holy covenant”—God’s people and their worship (Daniel 11:28, 
NKJV) 

• Polluting the sanctuary, stopping the daily sacrifices, and setting up “the abomination of 
desolation” (Daniel 11:31, NKJV) 

Historically, Antiochus attacked Jerusalem, desecrated the temple, outlawed key Jewish practices, 
and sacrificed unclean animals on the altar. Many compromised under pressure, but others stood 
firm: 

“But the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.” (Daniel 11:32) 

Faithful believers resisted him, instructed others, and many paid with their lives (Daniel 11:33–35). 

Antiochus is both a historical figure and a foreshadowing of a future, final persecutor. He gives us a 
preview of what opposition to God and His people can look like in its most aggressive form. 
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Takeaway: In every generation, there are pressures—sometimes brutal, sometimes subtle—to 
compromise worship, truth, and obedience. Those who truly know their God can stand strong, even 
when it costs them dearly. 

4. A Final Arrogant Ruler at the End (Daniel 11:36–45) 

Beginning in verse 36, the description goes beyond anything Antiochus fulfilled and points ahead to 
a final lawless ruler: 

“Then the king shall do according to his own will: he shall exalt and magnify himself above every god, 
shall speak blasphemies against the God of gods…” (Daniel 11:36, NKJV) 

Key marks of this figure: 

• Self-exalting and blasphemous – he magnifies himself above every god (Daniel 11:36) 

• Irreverent toward the God of his ancestors and indifferent to the “desire of women” (likely a 
reference to the hope of the coming Messiah among Jewish women) (Daniel 11:37) 

• Devoted to power (“a god of fortresses”) and willing to use wealth and influence to control 
and divide lands (Daniel 11:38–39) 

• Engaged in dramatic end-time conflicts with powers from the south and the north (Daniel 
11:40–44) 

• Establishes his power “between the seas and the glorious holy mountain” (a reference to the 
land around Jerusalem) (Daniel 11:45) 

• Ultimately, “he shall come to his end, and no one will help him” (Daniel 11:45, NKJV) 

Without forcing a rigid system onto the text, we can say this much clearly: 
Scripture anticipates a climactic, arrogant, God-opposing leader whose time will be real, terrible, 
and limited. He will rise, rage, and then fall under God’s final judgment. 

Takeaway: Evil has its moment, but never the last word. No matter how powerful evil seems, it is 
always on a clock in the hands of God. 

5. What This Means for Us Today 

A. God’s Word Can Be Trusted 

Daniel 11 shows God foretelling complex historical events long before they occurred. Nations 
shifted, kingdoms rose and fell, and it all unfolded within the boundaries God had already 
described. 
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You can trust a God who: 

• Knows tomorrow as clearly as today 
• Is not surprised by rulers, wars, or cultural tides 
• Keeps His word even when everything looks chaotic 

If He kept His word in Daniel 11, He will keep His word about everything else—including His 
promises in Jesus Christ. 

B. Faithfulness in a Pressured World 

Many in Daniel 11 compromised under pressure. But a remnant stood firm: 

“The people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.” (Daniel 11:32, NKJV) 

That raises questions for us: 

• Do I know God, or do I just know about Him? 

• When culture demands compromise, do I fold or do I stand? 

• Am I shaped more by fear of people or by fear of the Lord? 

Faithfulness may not always look dramatic. Sometimes it means quiet obedience, refusing to bow to 
idols of the heart—success at any cost, reputation, pleasure, control, or security apart from God. 

C. Humility vs. Pride 

From the Persian kings, to Alexander, to Antiochus, to the final arrogant ruler, one theme runs 
underneath: human pride lifts itself up, and God brings it down. 

Jesus taught: 

“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
(Matthew 23:12, NKJV) 

The wisest response to Daniel 11 is not to speculate endlessly about every detail, but to humble 
ourselves before the God who rules history and will bring all things to account. 

A Direct Challenge to Believers 

If you are already a follower of Jesus: 

1. Love the Word like Daniel did. 
Daniel understood the times because he searched the Scriptures. Let that challenge you to 
become a student of God’s Word, not just a sampler of religious ideas. 
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2. Resolve to be faithful before the pressure comes. 
The courage of “the people who know their God” in verse 32 did not appear from nowhere; it 
was formed long before in a life of walking with God. 

3. Refuse to bow to the idols of your age. 
You may not be pressured to burn incense to a statue, but you will be pressured to 
compromise truth, holiness, honesty, and purity. Decide now that Jesus is Lord over your 
decisions at home, at work, and in private. 

4. Anchor your heart in the ultimate victory of God. 
Daniel 11 is not just about conflict; it is about a God who lets evil go only so far and then 
brings it to an end. Let that steady you when the world feels unstable. 

An Invitation to Those Who Are Not Yet in Christ 

Daniel 11 shows where human pride and rebellion lead: violence, deception, oppression, judgment, 
and finally, collapse. History bears that out again and again. But God has not left us without hope. 

At the center of God’s plan is not a king of the north or south, not Antiochus or any final tyrant—but 
Jesus Christ: 

• He is the One who left glory, entered our broken world, and lived without sin. 

• He shed His blood on the cross to pay for our sins—yours and mine—taking the judgment we 
deserve. 

• On the third day He rose again, and His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and 
Lord. 

• He will return to judge evil and to make all things new. 

You may look at your life and see compromise, failure, sin, or deep confusion. The good news is that 
Jesus did not come to save people who already had it together, but sinners who know they need 
mercy. 

The Bible says: 

“Whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13, NKJV) 

If you sense God drawing you, you do not need a perfect speech. You need an honest heart. You can 
respond to Him right where you are. For example: 

“Lord God, I confess that I have sinned against You. 
I cannot save myself. 
I believe that Jesus died on the cross for my sins 
and that He rose again. 
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I turn from my sin and place my trust in Jesus as my Savior and Lord. 
Take my life, forgive me, and make me Yours. Amen.” 

The prayer itself is not magic; what matters is that you truly turn to Christ in faith. When you do, He 
forgives, cleanses, and begins a new work in you. 

 


