Daily Bible Reading Companion
27-DBSN-Daniel Chapter 2

God Reveals Mysteries and Rules the Kingdoms of Men
1. Nebuchadnezzar’s Disturbing Dream (Daniel 2:1-13)

In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar began to have disturbing dreams. His spirit was
troubled, and he could not sleep (Daniel 2:1). Sensing that the dream was more than a random
nightmare, he called for his magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, and Chaldeans to interpret it.

They stood before him, ready with their usual rituals and formulas. The king said, in effect, “l have
had a dream that troubles me, and | need to know what it means” (see Daniel 2:3). The Chaldeans
answered in Aramaic—at this point the book itself shifts into Aramaic from Daniel 2:4 through Daniel
7:28, the main Gentile-focused section of the book.

They said, “O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will give the interpretation”
(Daniel 2:4 NKJV). But Nebuchadnezzar did something no king had ever done. He insisted that they
first tell him what he had dreamed and then give the interpretation. If they could not, he threatened
to have them cut in pieces and their houses turned into heaps of ruins. If they succeeded, he
promised great gifts, rewards, and honor (see Daniel 2:5-6).

The Chaldeans protested. They pleaded for him to at least tell them the dream (Daniel 2:7).
Nebuchadnezzar accused them of stalling for time and preparing lying and corrupt words until
circumstances changed. He demanded that they reveal both the dream and its meaning as proof
that their interpretation was genuine (Daniel 2:8-9).

The Chaldeans answered honestly:

“No one can do what you are asking. No king has ever required this kind of thing from magicians,
astrologers, or Chaldeans.” They admitted, “There is no other who can tell it to the king except the
gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh” (see Daniel 2:10-11).

They were partly right. No person on earth could naturally know another man’s dream. But they did
not know the true God, who does dwell with His people and reveals Himself.

Nebuchadnezzar, a man with nearly unlimited authority, responded in fury. He ordered that all the
wise men of Babylon be executed. This decree included Daniel and his companions (Daniel 2:12-
13). Here we see the sheer power Nebuchadnezzar wielded. His word was law. Later kingdoms, like
Medo-Persia, would be limited by their own legal systems; but Nebuchadnezzar himself was the law.

2. Daniel’s Response: Prayer, Not Panic (Daniel 2:14-23)

When Arioch, the captain of the guard, came to carry out the execution order, Daniel responded with
counsel and wisdom (Daniel 2:14). He asked why the king’s command was so urgent. Arioch
explained the situation, and Daniel requested time to seek the interpretation. The king granted it
(Daniel 2:15-16).
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Daniel then went to his house and shared the crisis with his three friends—Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah (Daniel 2:17). Together they sought “mercies from the God of heaven concerning this secret”
(Daniel 2:18 NKJV). They knew their lives were on the line, but instead of collapsing in fear, they
turned the crisis into a prayer meeting.

That night, God revealed the mystery to Daniel in a night vision (Daniel 2:19). Daniel’s first response
was not to run to the king but to worship the Lord.

He blessed the God of heaven and said:

“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever,

For wisdom and might are His.

And He changes the times and the seasons;

He removes kings and raises up kings;

He gives wisdom to the wise

And knowledge to those who have understanding.
He reveals deep and secret things;

He knows what is in the darkness,

And light dwells with Him.

| thank You and praise You,

O God of my fathers;

You have given me wisdom and might,

And have now made known to me what we asked of You,
For You have made known to us the king’s demand.”
(Daniel 2:20-23 NKJV)

Remember: Daniel was still a young man—probably in his late teens or around twenty years of age.
Yet he showed remarkable spiritual maturity. Even in a foreign land, far from home and the spiritual
influences of his youth, his heart remained firmly rooted in the Lord. His first instinct after divine
help was not self-promotion but humble praise.

3. Daniel Before the King (Daniel 2:24-30)

Daniel went to Arioch and urged him not to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He asked to be taken to
the king, promising to make known the dream and its interpretation (Daniel 2:24).

Arioch brought Daniel in quickly and presented him to the king as “a man of the captives of Judah”
who could make known the interpretation (Daniel 2:25). Nebuchadnezzar asked Daniel
(Belteshazzar), “Are you able to make known the dream which | have seen, and its interpretation?”
(see Daniel 2:26).

Daniel’s answer is a model of humility and God-centered ministry:
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“The secret which the king has demanded, the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the
soothsayers cannot declare to the king.

But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar
what will be in the latter days.” (Daniel 2:27-28 NKJV)

Daniel did not claim any special power in himself. He did not accept praise that belonged to God. He
stated plainly that the wise men could not do it, but “there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets.”

He explained that before falling asleep, the king had been thinking about what would happen in the
future—what would come to pass “hereafter.” God answered that question by giving the dream and
its meaning (see Daniel 2:29). Daniel added:

“But as for me, this secret has not been revealed to me because | have more wisdom than anyone
living, but for our sakes who make known the interpretation to the king, and that you may know the
thoughts of your heart.”

(Daniel 2:30 NKJV)

Daniel refused to exalt himself. He understood that God’s revelation was for the benefit of others
and for the king’s own understanding, not a platform for personal glory.

4. The Dream: The Statue and the Stone (Daniel 2:31-35)
Daniel then described the dream itself:
e Theking had seen a great image, exceedingly bright and awesome in appearance.
e |ts head was of fine gold.
¢ Its chest and arms were of silver.
e |ts belly and thighs were of bronze.
o Its legs were of iron.
e |ts feet were partly iron and partly clay (see Daniel 2:31-33).

As the king watched, a stone “cut out without hands” struck the image on its feet of iron and clay
and crushed them. Then the iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold were all broken into pieces and blown
away like chaff on a summer threshing floor. The wind carried them away so that no trace of them
was found. But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth
(Daniel 2:34-35).

This was the dream that had so disturbed Nebuchadnezzar.
5. The Interpretation: Four Kingdoms and an Everlasting Kingdom (Daniel 2:36-45)

Daniel then provided the interpretation.
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The Head of Gold - Babylon
He began by honoring Nebuchadnezzar’s God-given authority:

“You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength,
and glory... You are this head of gold.”
(Daniel 2:37-38 NKJV)

The Babylonian Empire was the first world-dominating power in this sequence. Nebuchadnezzar had
immense authority; his word was final.

The Chest and Arms of Silver - Medo-Persia
Daniel continued:
“But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours” (Daniel 2:39 NKJV).

This refers to the Medo-Persian Empire. It was not inferior in military power or wealth but in the
centralization of authority. The Persian kings were bound by the “law of the Medes and Persians,”
whereas Nebuchadnezzar’s word itself was law.

The Belly and Thighs of Bronze - Greece

A third kingdom of bronze would arise, ruling over all the earth (Daniel 2:39). This is historically
identified as the Greek Empire under Alexander the Great, whose conquests extended across the
known world.

The Legs of Iron - Rome
The fourth kingdom would be as strong as iron, breaking in pieces and crushing all that opposed it:

“And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters
everything.” (Daniel 2:40 NKJV)

This is understood to be the Roman Empire, known for its military might, iron discipline, and
widespread dominion.

The Feet of Iron and Clay - A Divided, Mixed Kingdom

The feet and toes were partly of iron and partly of clay, symbolizing a divided and unstable kingdom:
¢ Itwould retain some of the strength of iron because of its connection to the previous empire.
e Butthe mixture of iron and clay shows internal weakness and brittleness.

o Theimage suggests a form of rule that is not a unified monarchy, more like a mixed or
confederated structure (Daniel 2:41-43).
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Daniel mentioned that “they will mingle with the seed of men” (Daniel 2:43 NKJV), indicating a
blending, intermingling, and yet a lack of true cohesion. Iron does not bond with clay. The result is
something partly strong, partly fragile.

The Stone Cut Without Hands - God’s Eternal Kingdom
Then Daniel came to the climax of the entire vision:

“And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.”

(Daniel 2:44 NKJV)

The stone cut “without hands” represents a kingdom not produced by human power, politics, or
armies. It speaks of God’s own kingdom, ultimately centered in the person and work of Jesus Christ.

He is the stone rejected by men but chosen by God, the One who died on the cross, shed His blood
to save us from sin, and rose again from the dead as eternal proof that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

This stone strikes the image on its feet—at the final stage of human empire—and all the previous
kingdoms are swept away. God’s kingdom grows like a great mountain and fills the whole earth
(Daniel 2:35, Daniel 2:44-45).

Daniel concluded:
“The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.” (Daniel 2:45 NKJV)
A Note on Historical Interpretations
Historically, many Bible students have identified:
e Babylon as the head of gold
e Medo-Persia as the chest and arms of silver
o Greece as the belly and thighs of bronze
e Rome as the legs of iron

Since the time of the Roman Empire, there has been no single unified world empire in the same
sense. For that reason, some interpreters—especially in the twentieth century—looked for a future
coalition of nations related to the old Roman world, sometimes linking this to developments in
Europe.

Writers such as Dr. Talbot, Arno Gaebelein, and William Newell suggested that a future
confederation of ten nations in Europe might correspond to the ten toes of this image and to the ten
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horns of Daniel 7. They sometimes connected these ideas to modern political developments and
economic unions.

From a non-dispensational perspective, we should recognize the value of careful observation
without building our faith on speculative timelines. The central point of Daniel 2 is not that we can
map every contemporary political alliance, but that every human kingdom—ancient or modern—uwill
ultimately give way to the everlasting kingdom of God in Jesus Christ.

The hope of believers is not in any earthly empire, alliance, or system, but in the King whose kingdom
will never be destroyed.

6. Nebuchadnezzar’s Response and Daniel’s Promotion (Daniel 2:46-49)

Nebuchadnezzar was overwhelmed. He fell on his face, prostrate before Daniel, and commanded
that offerings and incense be presented to him (Daniel 2:46). He confessed:

“Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could
reveal this secret.” (Daniel 2:47 NKJV)

Nebuchadnezzar recognized the greatness of Daniel’s God, though his understanding was still
incomplete. It is a first step in his personal spiritual journey, which will continue through later
chapters.

The king then promoted Daniel, giving him great gifts and making him ruler over the whole province
of Babylon and chief administrator over all the wise men (Daniel 2:48). At Daniel’s request,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego were also appointed over the affairs of the province, while
Daniel remained at the king’s court (Daniel 2:49).

Practical Application

1. God rules over the rise and fall of nations.
Daniel praised God as the One who “removes kings and raises up kings” (Daniel 2:21 NKJV).
Political systems, elections, empires, and leaders all change, but God remains sovereign.
This truth anchors us when world events are unstable.

2. Crisis should drive us to prayer, not panic.
Daniel faced a death decree, yet he responded with wisdom and sought prayer support from
his friends (Daniel 2:17-18). When our backs are against the wall, we can either be
consumed by fear or drawn into deeper dependence on God.

3. Give God the glory, not yourself.
Daniel refused to take credit for the revelation (Daniel 2:27-30). In any ministry or gifting, we
should point people to the Lord, not to ourselves. The goal is not to build our reputation but
to exalt Christ.
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4. God reveals Himself and His purposes.
God did not remain silent while Nebuchadnezzar wondered about the future. He revealed
truth through a dream and through Daniel. God has now spoken most fully through His Son,
Jesus Christ, whose death and resurrection bring us into His kingdom.

5. Allhuman kingdoms are temporary; God’s kingdom is eternal.
Every empire in the image eventually collapses. Only the kingdom of God remains. We live
wisely when we invest in what will endure forever—our relationship with God and the things
that matter for eternity.

A Challenge for Believers
If you are a follower of Jesus, ask yourself:
e Am I more focused on the rise and fall of earthly powers than on the eternal kingdom of God?
e When | face crisis, is my first instinct to worry, to strategize, or to pray?
e Amlwilling, like Daniel, to refuse self-promotion and give all glory to God?
Take time this week to:
e Bring a specific concern about your future to the Lord in prayer.
e Consciously surrender your reputation and your gifts to God’s glory.

o Ask God to renew your hope in His unshakable kingdom rather than in any political or
economic system.

An Invitation to Non-Believers

Daniel 2 is not just a lesson in ancient history; it is a reminder that God is moving history toward His
final purpose. The stone cut without hands points to the Lord Jesus Christ—God’s Son, who entered
our world, shed His blood on the cross to save us from sin, and rose from the dead to reign forever.

His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. One day, every kingdom will fall, and
every knee will bow to Him.

If you recognize that you need His forgiveness and want to belong to His kingdom, you can respond
in simple, sincere faith:

“Lord Jesus, | believe that You died on the cross for my sins and rose again. | confess that | need Your
forgiveness. | turn from my sin and ask You to save me. | receive You as my Savior and Lord. Take my
life and lead me. | want to belong to Your kingdom forever.”

The promise of Scripture is that “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans
10:13 NKJV)
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