Daily Bible Reading Companion
27-DBSN-Daniel Chapter 1

Standing Faithfully in a Culture That Pressures You to Compromise

Many people devote entire academic careers to undermining the reliability of the Bible. They
attempt to prove that its books were not written by the authors they claim, or that prophetic
passages must have been written long after the events occurred. Daniel is one of their favorite
targets. Critics argue that Daniel could not have written this book because it predicts future events
with such precision. So they conclude that the book must have been written centuries later by an
anonymous writer who attached Daniel’s name to it.

But their arguments ignore the plain evidence. The presence of a few Greek and Persian words,
along with the use of Hebrew and Aramaic, actually supports the authorship of Daniel. Daniel
served in the administration of Babylon and later Persia. He interacted with people from many
nations and languages, and naturally would have known and used these words. Nothing in the book
contradicts the historical setting described.

In the end, these scholarly attacks fail because they start with the assumption that true prophecy is
impossible. They do not allow the supernatural, so they reinterpret the Bible to fit their worldview.
But Scripture stands firm. As Jesus said, “Your word is truth” (John 17:17 NKJV). The goal of Bible
study is not to dismantle Scripture but to hear what God is saying through it.

Daniel chapter 1 opens by explaining how Daniel and his friends arrived in Babylon.
1. God Allows Judah to Fall (Daniel 1:1-2)
The account begins:

“In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to
Jerusalem and besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand” (Daniel 1:1-2
NKJV).

This occurred in 605-607 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar removed sacred vessels from the temple and took
them to Babylon. This fulfilled Isaiah’s earlier warning to King Hezekiah:

“Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house... shall be carried to Babylon... And they
shall take away some of your sons... and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon”
(Isaiah 39:6-7 NKJV).

More than a century before it happened, God said it would happen. And it did.
2. The Captives Chosen for Royal Service (Daniel 1:3-7)

Nebuchadnezzar instructed Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to select promising young men from
Judah for training in the Babylonian court:

“young men in whom there was no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing
knowledge... and who had ability to serve in the king’s palace” (Daniel 1:4 NKJV).
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Among them were four young men from Judah:
¢ Daniel - “God is my Judge”

¢ Hananiah - “Beloved of the Lord”

* Mishael - “Who is like God?”

e Azariah - “The Lord is my help”

Their names reflected their identity as servants of the God of Israel. But Babylon assigned them new
names tied to Babylonian idols. This was the empire’s subtle way of reshaping their identity.

But while Babylon could change their names, it could not change their hearts.
3. Daniel’s Resolve Not to Defile Himself (Daniel 1:8-16)

Although the training program was meant to prepare them for royal service, it demanded
compromise. The food and wine from the king’s table had been offered to idols. Eating it would have
violated God’s law and Daniel’s conscience.

So we read:
“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself” (Daniel 1:8 NKJV).

This decision was quiet, thoughtful, and deliberate. Daniel did not stage a protest. He made a
humble request for a different diet, and God granted him favor with those in authority. Daniel

proposed a simple test: give them vegetables and water for ten days and then compare their

appearance to the others.

The result was undeniable. Daniel and his friends looked healthier than those who had eaten the
king’s food. So the steward allowed them to continue their chosen diet.

4. God Honors Faithfulness (Daniel 1:17-21)
God rewarded their integrity:

“As for these four young men, God gave them knowledge and skill... and Daniel had understanding in
all visions and dreams” (Daniel 1:17 NKJV).

When the three-year training period ended, the king examined them. No one in the entire empire
could match their wisdom:

“He found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers” (Daniel 1:20 NKJV).

Daniel remained a faithful witness through the reigns of multiple kings, from Nebuchadnezzar to
Cyrus.
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Practical Application

1. Faithfulness begins before a crisis.
Daniel’s resolve did not start in Babylon; it was formed long before he arrived. We also need
convictions rooted in Scripture before pressure comes.

2. You cannot prevent the culture from pressuring you, but you can choose your response.
Daniel did not control his circumstances. He did not choose exile, his new name, or the king’s
program. But he chose faithfulness where it mattered.

3. God honors integrity in unseen decisions.
Daniel’s choice about food seemed small, yet it set the course for his entire life. The same is true for
us. The small compromises we avoid today shape our faithfulness tomorrow.

4. The Lord is with you even in unfamiliar places.
Daniel was far from home, but he was not far from God. God’s presence does not depend on our
location or circumstances.

A Challenge for Believers

Are there areas where the world is shaping your identity more than God’s Word?
Have you quietly accepted compromises in what you watch, how you speak, how you handle money,
or how you respond to pressure?

Daniel stood firm because he “purposed in his heart.” Purpose is not emotion. It is commitment.

Ask the Lord to help you identify one area where you need to take a stand, even a small one.
Faithfulness begins with a single decision.

An Invitation to Non-Believers

Daniel’s story reminds us that God rules over history and over every nation. He revealed the future to
Daniel because He is the Lord of all things. But the greatest revelation God ever gave is His Son,
Jesus Christ.

Jesus shed His blood on the cross to save us from sin. His resurrection declares that He is God,
Savior, and Lord. He invites you to turn to Him—to receive forgiveness, new life, and the hope of
eternal life.

If you sense God drawing you, you can respond with a simple, sincere prayer:

“Lord Jesus, | believe You died on the cross for my sins and rose again. | ask You to forgive me, save
me, and lead me. | give You my life.”

Everyone who comes to Him in faith will be received.
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