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Ezekiel 47:1–23 

The River of Life That Flows From God’s Presence 

Ezekiel 47 opens with one of the most beautiful and hope-filled visions in the entire book. After 
many chapters of measurements, chambers, and priestly instructions, Ezekiel is brought to the very 
heart of God’s dwelling—and from beneath His house, a river begins to flow. 

This river is more than water. 
It is a picture of the life God gives, the healing He brings, and the renewal He promises to His people. 

1. The River That Begins at God’s House (Ezekiel 47:1–2) 

Ezekiel is brought to the door of the temple, where water begins to pour out from beneath the 
threshold, flowing eastward. It starts as a small stream issuing from the south side of the altar. This 
stream grows and moves outward—toward the barren lands and toward the valley leading down to 
the Dead Sea. 

The picture is powerful: 
True life, healing, and spiritual renewal always begin in God’s presence. 

What God sends out from His throne brings transformation where there was once dryness and 
death. 

2. Depth That Grows with Every Step (Ezekiel 47:3–5) 

Ezekiel’s heavenly guide measures four intervals, each about a thousand cubits apart: 

• At the first, the water reaches his ankles. 

• At the second, it rises to his knees. 

• At the third, to his waist. 

• At the fourth, it becomes a river so deep and wide that he cannot walk across. 

What began as a trickle becomes a river too deep to stand in. 

This reveals a spiritual pattern: 
Life with God is meant to deepen. 
We are not meant to stay ankle-deep in faith, only dabbling in spiritual things. God calls us to go 
deeper with Him—step by step—until we learn to let His Spirit carry us. 

3. A River That Brings Life Where Death Once Ruled (Ezekiel 47:6–10) 

As Ezekiel returns to the riverbanks, he sees trees growing on both sides—lush, green, full of life. 

The river flows eastward into the desert and eventually reaches the Dead Sea. When its waters mix 
with the Dead Sea, something astonishing happens: 
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The Dead Sea comes alive. 
Fish multiply. 
Freshwater teems with life. 
Fishermen line the shore from En Gedi to En Eglaim. 

What was once the most lifeless body of water on earth becomes filled with abundance. 

This is God’s heart on display: 
Where His presence flows, death is replaced with life, and barrenness is replaced with fruitfulness. 

4. Trees for Food and Leaves for Healing (Ezekiel 47:11–12) 

Ezekiel sees remarkable trees growing beside the river. Their leaves never wither. Their fruit never 
fails. Every month a fresh harvest appears—twelve harvests every year. The fruit nourishes, and the 
leaves bring healing. 

This mirrors the final vision in Revelation 22:1–2 (NKJV), where the river flows from God’s throne and 
the tree of life bears “twelve fruits,” and its leaves are “for the healing of the nations.” 

These trees represent God’s ongoing provision—strength for His people, healing for the wounded, 
and new life without interruption. 

5. The Boundaries of the Land (Ezekiel 47:13–23) 

The chapter concludes with God defining the borders of the renewed land of Israel and assigning the 
portion of each tribe. 

One notable truth emerges: 
God makes room for the foreigner who chooses to dwell among His people and align himself with 
the Lord (Ezekiel 47:22–23 NKJV). 

This aligns beautifully with God’s heart throughout Scripture: 

• He welcomes the outsider. 

• He receives anyone who comes in faith. 

• His grace extends beyond nationality, lineage, or history. 

It is a reminder of the promise Jesus fulfilled: 
whoever believes in Him receives life (John 3:16 NKJV). 

Practical Application 

1. Stay Close to the Source 

Life flows from God’s presence. 
Do not expect spiritual strength if you are disconnected from prayer, Scripture, worship, and 
fellowship. 
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2. Keep Growing Deeper 

Are you still ankle-deep in your walk with God? 
Let Him lead you deeper—into obedience, trust, and surrender. 

3. Let God Transform Dead Places 

Every believer has “dead sea” places within—old wounds, sins, fears, or habits. 
God’s river can heal anything when we allow His Spirit to flow freely in our lives. 

4. Feed on What God Provides 

The trees along the river remind us that God’s Word nourishes us and heals us. 
Stay rooted where His water flows. 

5. Remember God’s Heart for Outsiders 

God’s kingdom always has room for the broken, the wounded, and the far-off. 
Let your life reflect that same welcome. 

A Challenge for Believers 

o Are you staying close enough to the Lord for His life to flow through you? 
o Have you grown content with shallow waters instead of pursuing deeper fellowship 

with God? 
o Are there places in your heart that need His healing? 
o Do you extend God’s grace to others as freely as He extends it to you? 

Ask the Holy Spirit to draw you deeper and to make you a channel of His life to those around you. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

Ezekiel’s river is a picture of what Jesus Christ offers to every person. 
He said: 

“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.” John 7:37 (NKJV) 

Jesus shed His blood on the cross so your sins could be forgiven. 
He rose from the dead, proving that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 
He alone can bring life where there has been death in your heart. 

If you want to receive that life today, you can pray: 

“Lord Jesus, I come to You thirsty for forgiveness and new life. 
Thank You for shedding Your blood on the cross for my sins and rising again. 
I turn to You and surrender my life. 
Make me clean, make me whole, and let Your life flow through me from this day forward. 
Amen.” 

Jesus will not turn you away. is river of life is ready to wash over you. 


