Daily Bible Reading Companion
26-Ezekiel-Chapter 44

Ezekiel 44:1-31 gives us a powerful picture of God’s holiness, His presence among His people, and
what genuine worship and service look like. It also exposes the danger of empty ritual and wrong
motives. As we walk through it, keep in mind that Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the
cross, and His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

1. The Shut East Gate and the Prince (Ezekiel 44:1-3)
Ezekiel is brought back to the east-facing gate of the outer sanctuary:

“Then He brought me back to the outer gate of the sanctuary which faces toward the east, but it was
shut.” Ezekiel 44:1 (NKJV)

The Lord explains why:

“And the LORD said to me, ‘This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter by
it, because the LORD God of Israel has entered by it; therefore it shall be shut.”” Ezekiel 44:2 (NKJV)

The gate is shut not because of human politics, but because God Himself has passed through it. It is
set apart as a reminder that God’s presence makes a place holy. We cannot treat what God touches
as common.

Then God says:

“As for the prince, because he is the prince, he may sit in it to eat bread before the LORD; he shall
enter by way of the vestibule of the gateway, and go out the same way.” Ezekiel 44:3 (NKJV)

In this chapter, “the prince” is presented as a human leader under God. He has sons, he gives an
inheritance, he serves in a role of representational leadership. The point is not to argue timelines or
maps, but to see this: God’s worship and God’s house are ordered around His presence and His
holiness. No one, not even a prince, owns or controls that presence. He is a guest at the Lord’s table,
not the master of it.

2. The Glory of the LORD and a Call to Pay Attention (Ezekiel 44:4-5)
Ezekiel is moved to the north gate:

“Also He brought me by way of the north gate to the front of the temple; so | looked, and behold, the
glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD; and | fell on my face.” Ezekiel 44:4 (NKJV)

Just as the glory once filled Solomon’s temple, now in this vision the glory of the LORD fills the house
again. Ezekiel’s immediate reaction is to fall on his face. True awareness of God’s presence humbles
us.

Then God says:

“And the LORD said to me, ‘Son of man, mark well, see with your eyes and hear with your ears, all
that | say to you concerning all the ordinances of the house of the LORD and all its laws. Mark well
who may enter the house and all who go out from the sanctuary.”” Ezekiel 44:5 (NKJV)
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In other words:
“Pay close attention. My worship is not casual. My house has order, boundaries, and holiness.”

3. Ritual Without Reality: Uncircumcised in Heart (Ezekiel 44:6-9)
God confronts Israel’s past unfaithfulness:

“Now say to the rebellious, to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: O house of Israel, let Us
have no more of all your abominations, when you brought in foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and
uncircumcised in flesh, to be in My sanctuary...” Ezekiel 44:6-7a (NKJV)

They had allowed people uncircumcised in heart and in flesh to serve in His sanctuary. Circumcision
was supposed to symbolize a life separated from the flesh and devoted to God, but many treated it
as just aritual. Their hearts were unchanged.

This is exactly what can happen with our own rituals:

Circumcision pointed to a heart cut off from the flesh, but many remained fleshly.

o Baptism symbolizes being buried with Christ and raised to a new life, but if a person
continues to live in the old, sinful lifestyle, the baptism was just getting wet.

o Communion proclaims the Lord’s death, but if we take the bread and cup with a hard
heart, unwilling to repent, the ritual becomes empty.

The real question is not, “Have | gone through the ritual?” but,
“Has God changed my heart?”

“For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; but
he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit...”
Romans 2:28-29 (NKJV)

God is not impressed with outward forms that hide inward rebellion. He wants the heart—
circumcised, surrendered, responsive.

4. Linen Garments and “No Sweat” Service (Ezekiel 44:17-19)
One of the most striking details in this chapter has to do with the priests’ clothing:

“And it shall be, whenever they enter the gates of the inner court, that they shall put on linen
garments; no wool shall come upon them while they minister in the gates of the inner court or within.
They shall have linen turbans on their heads and linen trousers on their bodies; they shall not clothe
themselves with anything that causes sweat.” Ezekiel 44:17-18 (NKJV)

In God’s presence, the priests were to wear linen, not wool—nothing that would cause sweat. The
picture is powerful:

e God does not want strained, pressured, flesh-driven service.

e Heis notglorified by giving or serving done with resentment, complaint, or grinding religious
exhaustion.
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Jesus said:

“For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” Matthew 11:30 (NKJV)

When our serving God feels like a crushing burden, one of two things is usually true:
1. We have taken on things He did not ask us to carry.
2. We are trying to do His work in our strength rather than in His.

The New Testament also speaks about giving:

“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a
cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NKJV)

God does not want us to give or serve with a griping spirit—“l guess | have to.” The only service He
delights in is the service that flows from love and gratitude.

5. No False Stimulants: Clear Minds Before God (Ezekiel 44:20-21)
We also read:

“They shall neither shave their heads nor let their hair grow long, but they shall keep their hair well
trimmed. No priest shall drink wine when he enters the inner court.” Ezekiel 44:20-21 (NKJV)

The focus here is that when priests enter that inner court—into the immediate presence of God for
sacred service—they are to come with clear minds and a steady spirit. God does not want worship
or ministry driven by intoxication, emotional manipulation, or artificial hype.

The deeper principle:

God wants us to serve Him with a sober mind and a sincere heart.

Not to impress people. Not for rewards or manipulation. Not stimulated by guilt, fear, or
competition.

The only lasting motive God honors is what Paul described:

“For the love of Christ compels us...” 2 Corinthians 5:14 (NKJV)

6. Teaching the Difference Between Holy and Profane (Ezekiel 44:22-24)
Part of the priests’ calling is described this way:

“And they shall teach My people the difference between the holy and the unholy, and cause them to
discern between the unclean and the clean.” Ezekiel 44:23 (NKIJV)

Their role is not only to offer sacrifices, but to teach discernment:
e Whatis pleasing to God and what is not.
o Whatis pure and what is defiling.

e What belongs in worship and what has no place iniit.
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We live in an age that blurs all distinctions. But God has not changed. He still calls His people to
know the difference between holy and profane.

Teachers, pastors, and spiritual leaders today carry a similar responsibility: to open God’s Word
clearly so that people understand where God draws the line and how His grace transforms both
belief and behavior.

7.“The LORD Is Their Inheritance” (Ezekiel 44:28-31)
Finally, we read:
“It shall be, in regard to their inheritance, that | am their inheritance.” Ezekiel 44:28 (NKJV)

Others get land and property. The priests get God Himself as their portion. Their support comes from
the offerings, but their true treasure is the Lord.

In Christ, all believers are called “a royal priesthood” (1 Peter 2:9, NKJV). That means this truth
applies to us as well:

e Ourfinal and deepest inheritance is not money, career, or human applause.
e Ourinheritance is God Himself—His presence, His love, His kingdom.

Jesus died and rose again not just to keep us out of hell, but to bring us into fellowship with Himself.
He is our treasure.

Practical Application

1. Do Not Trust in Rituals Alone
Baptism, communion, church attendance—these are good and biblical, but they are
meaningless if your heart is far from God. Ask the Lord to circumcise your heart, not just your
calendar.

2. Serve Without “Sweat” Religion
If your ministry or giving feel like heavy chains rather than joyful obedience, stop and seek
the Lord. Are you doing what He actually called you to do? Are you doing it in His strength or
in your own?

3. LetLove Be Your Motive
Ask God to purify your reasons for serving. He is not looking for performance; He is looking
for love.

4. Learnto Discern Holy from Unholy
Open your Bible regularly. Let God’s Word shape your sense of right and wrong, not the
culture or your feelings.

5. Remember Your Inheritance
Hold loosely to possessions and tightly to the Lord. He is your portion, now and forever.
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A Challenge for Believers
e Areyou relying on religious habits instead of a living relationship with Jesus?
e Areyou serving God with joy, or under pressure and complaint?

o Areyou letting God’s Word teach you the difference between holy and profane, or are you
letting the world blur those lines?

Ezekiel 44 calls us to:
e Aheart-level devotion, not just outward form.
e Ajoyful, Spirit-empowered service, not religious sweat.
o Aclear, sober, loving walk with God, not driven by guilt or hype.
Ask the Lord to search your heart and realign your life with His holiness and grace.
An Invitation to Those Who Do Not Yet Know Jesus
All of this talk about holiness, priesthood, and God’s house comes down to this simple reality:

God is holy, and we are not.
Our sins separate us from Him.

But out of love, God sent His Son, Jesus Christ.

Jesus willingly went to the cross and shed His blood for our sins.

On the third day, He rose from the dead, and that resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and
Lord.

You cannot save yourself by rituals or good works. You need a Savior.

If you sense God drawing your heart, you can respond to Him right now. There is nothing magical
about the words; what matters is the sincerity of your heart. You might pray something like this:

“Lord Jesus, | know that | am a sinner and | cannot save myself.

Thank You for shedding Your blood on the cross for my sins.

Thank You that You rose again and that You are God, my Savior, and my Lord.

I turn from my sin and | ask You to forgive me and make me new.

1 give my life to You.

Fill me with Your Spirit, circumcise my heart, and help me to live for You from this day forward.
In Your name | pray, amen.”

If you have turned to Him in faith, He has not turned you away.
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