Daily Bible Reading Companion
26-Ezekiel-Chapter 40

1. AVision in Exile: God Has Not Forgotten (Ezekiel 40:1-4)
Ezekiel dates this vision very precisely:

“In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth day of the month...
the hand of the LORD was upon me; and He took me there.”—Ezekiel 40:1 (NKJV)

God gives Ezekiel this temple vision twenty-five years into exile, fourteen years after Jerusalem fell.
From a human standpoint, the glory days are gone. The temple has been destroyed. The city is in
ruins. The people are scattered. You might expect God to say, “l am finished with you.”

Instead, God gives Ezekiel a detailed vision of a future sanctuary—a place where His presence will
dwell among His people again.

“In the visions of God He took me into the land of Israel and set me on a very high mountain; on it
toward the south was something like the structure of a city.” Ezekiel 40:2 (NKJV)

The “very high mountain” and the “structure of a city” point to a future reality where God’s presence,
worship, and order are restored in a way far greater than anything they had before.

Then Ezekiel meets a heavenly guide:

“There was a man whose appearance was like the appearance of bronze. He had a line of flax and a
measuring rod in his hand... And the man said to me: ‘Son of man, look with your eyes and hear with
your ears, and fix your mind on everything | show you... Declare to the house of Israel everything you
see.”” Ezekiel 40:3-4 (NKIJV)

God is saying, “Pay attention. This matters. | want My people to know what | am planning.”

Bigidea so far:
When everything looks lost, God pulls back the curtain and says, “No, | am still working. | still have a
future for My people. | stillintend to dwell among them.”

2. The Measuring Rod and the Outer Wall (Ezekiel 40:5)

“Now there was a wall all around the outside of the temple. In the man’s hand was a measuring rod...
He measured the wall’s height and the wall’s thickness.” Ezekiel 40:5 (NKJV, condensed)

The man of bronze begins to measure. Chapter 40 is filled with dimensions, gates, courts, rooms,
steps, and porches. Even if we cannot visualize every detail perfectly, the message is clear:

e God’s worship is not random.
e God’s dwelling place is orderly, intentional, and measured.
e Thereis a clear boundary between what is holy and what is common.

This outer wall marks off the whole complex. Spiritually speaking, it reminds us that God’s presence
is not a casual add-on to life. There is a line of separation: God is holy, and we approach Him on His
terms.
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3. The East Gate and the Outer Court (Ezekiel 40:6-27)
Ezekiel is brought to the east gate, the first major feature he describes.
He sees:

e Steps leading up into the gate,

e Guardrooms or chambers along the sides,

e Thick walls and posts,

e Decorative carvings,

e And an outer court beyond the gate, with pavement and more chambers around the
edges.

The repeated pattern is:

e (Gates to the east, north, and south into the outer court;

e Then corresponding gates leading from the outer court into the inner court.
The details are intricate, but a few themes stand out.
a. Ascending Toward the Presence of God

Each gate has steps leading up. From the outer court to the inner court, there are even more steps.
The whole design is upward movement.

That is a picture of worship: we move from the ordinary toward the holy, from the busy world into the
place where God is honored and central.

b. Beauty and Order in Worship

The gates, chambers, porches, and courts are not ugly functional boxes. They are carefully
proportioned, decorated, and ordered. God cares about how He is approached.

This does not mean we must copy Ezekiel’s measurements in our church buildings. But it does
remind us that worship should not be careless or thoughtless. God deserves our best attention, our
deepest reverence, and our sincere preparation.

4. The Inner Court, the Altar, and the Temple Building (Ezekiel 40:28-49)
From the outer court, Ezekiel is led through gates into the inner court.
There he sees:

e More gates (north, south, east) at a higher level,

e An altar of burnt offering in the center of the inner court,
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e And onthe western side, the temple building itself:
o Aporch (vestibule),
o The holyplace,
o Andthe inner sanctuary.
Everything moves toward the heart of the complex, where God’s presence is symbolically centered.
a. The Altar: Approach Through Sacrifice

Right in the inner court stands the altar of burnt offering (see the end of chapter 40 and into chapter
43). In Ezekiel’s vision, the altar is still central. It represents atonement, cleansing, and dedicated
worship.

For us, all of this points forward to Jesus Christ, who is the true and final sacrifice.
“For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.” Hebrews 10:14

Under the old covenant, animals were sacrificed repeatedly. Today, we come to God through Jesus’
once-for-all sacrifice on the cross.

e He shed His blood to take away our sins.
e He bore the judgment that we deserve.

e Hisresurrection proves that His sacrifice was accepted and that He truly is God, Savior, and
Lord.

The altar in Ezekiel’s vision reminds us that there is only one way into the presence of God: through
atonement. For us now, that atonement is found fully and forever in Jesus Christ.

b. The Temple House: God Dwelling Among His People
At the western end of the inner court stands the temple building with its own steps and porch.

In Ezekiel 40, we do not yet read about God’s glory filling this building—that will come later in
chapter 43. But the structure is here, ready, waiting. It is a visible reminder: God intends to dwell
with His people.

In the New Testament, this hope deepens:
e Jesusis called the true temple (John 2:19-21).
e Bythe Holy Spirit, the ekklesia (church) is called a temple (1 Corinthians 3:16-17).
e Individually, believers are called temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

Ezekiel’s measured, ordered temple points toward a greater reality in Christ: God living among His
people in a permanent, intimate, holy way.
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5. So What? Big Lessons from a Difficult Chapter

Ezekiel 40 can feel like a maze of measurements, walls, gates, and rooms. But even when we cannot
visualize every detail, several powerful truths emerge.

1. God Still Has a Future for His People

Ezekiel received this vision after Jerusalem fell, after the temple was destroyed, in exile. Humanly
speaking, it looked over. Yet God shows him a future sanctuary, a renewed center of worship.

Application:

Maybe you look at your life and see only ruins—past failures, broken relationships, spiritual dryness.
Ezekiel 40 says: God is not done writing your story. He is able to rebuild what sin has destroyed, not
by repeating the old pattern but by doing something deeper and better.

2. God’s Presence Is Holy and Ordered

The careful measurements, the walls, the ascending steps, the separation between outer and inner
courts—these all underline that God’s presence is holy. We do not approach Him casually.

Application:

We live in a culture that is very casual about everything, including God. We can start to treat worship
like entertainment, prayer like a quick text message, Scripture like a motivational quote. Ezekiel 40
invites us back to a posture of reverence:

¢ To come before God with awe,
e To confess our sin honestly,
e Torecognize that His holiness is not negotiable.
3. God Provides the Way to Draw Near
Although there are walls and boundaries, there is also a way in:
e Through the gates,
¢ Intothe courts,
e Bythealtar,
¢ Toward the holy place.

God does not reveal His holiness to shut us out, but to show us the right way to come in. For Israel,
that was through the sacrificial system. For us, that way is now fully and permanently opened
through Jesus Christ.

“Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus...”
Hebrews 10:19 (NKJV)

Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 Copyright © 2025-2026 by
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide
This teaching is provided freely to all.

Itis illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.

“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)

04



Daily Bible Reading Companion
26-Ezekiel-Chapter 40

We do not come by our goodness, our performance, or our religious achievements. We come
through the blood of Jesus, shed for us on the cross.

6. A Challenge for Believers
Ezekiel is told:

“Fix your mind on everything | show you... declare to the house of Israel everything you see.”
Ezekiel 40:4 (NKJV)

Here is the challenge for us:
o Are we willing to let God rearrange the architecture of our lives?
e To let Him measure, define, and order our priorities?

e To let Him draw the boundary lines between holy and unholy, clean and unclean, pleasing
and displeasing to Him?

Many of us want God to “bless” our plans, but we resist when He starts redrawing the plan itself.
Ezekiel 40 shows God as the Master Architect—not just of a temple, but of His people’s entire life of
worship.

Challenge:
Ask yourself honestly:

e |sJesus centralin the “layout” of my life, or is He tucked in an outer court?
e Haveltried to redesign holiness to fit my preferences?
e Do ltreatthe presence of God as an optional extra instead of the very core?

Today is a good day to say, “Lord, | want my life to be Your temple. Measure, order, cleanse, and fill it
as You desire.”

7. An Invitation to Non-Believers

Ezekiel 40 describes a future sanctuary with gates, courts, and an altar. In a deeper sense, it points
us forward to what God has done for us in Jesus Christ.

Right now, you do not need to travel to a physical temple to meet God. God has already come to you
in His Son.

e Jesus lived a sinless life.

¢ He wentto the cross willingly.

e There, He shed His blood to pay for your sins and mine.
e Hedied and was buried.

e Onthe third day, He rose again, proving He is God, Savior, and Lord.
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Because of His death and resurrection:
e Your guilt can be forgiven.
e Your conscience can be cleansed.
e You can be reconciled to God.
e You can become, yourself, a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.

The question is not whether God is willing—He has already demonstrated His love at the cross. The
question is whether you will respond.

“For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Romans 10:13 (NKJV)

If you sense God drawing you, you can respond in simple, honest faith. There is nothing magical
about specific words, but you might pray something like this:

“Lord Jesus, | confess that | have sinned against You. | believe You died on the cross for my sins and
that You shed Your blood to save me. | believe You rose from the dead and that You are God, Savior,

and Lord. I turn from my sin and I turn to You. Please forgive me, cleanse me, and make me Yours. |

want my life to belong to You. Amen.”
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