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Ezekiel 38:1–23 — God’s Victory Over the Nations 

Ezekiel 38 introduces a sweeping prophecy about a future attempt by a coalition of nations to invade 
the land of Israel. The central message is not speculation, but revelation: God Himself defends His 
people so that every nation will know that He alone is the Lord. 

1. Gog and the Nations (Ezekiel 38:1–6) 

“Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of 
Magog…’” Ezekiel 38:1–2 (NKJV) 

Ezekiel is commanded to prophesy against a leader called Gog, from the land of Magog, joined by 
other nations listed throughout verses 2–6. Whatever the exact modern counterparts of these 
ancient names may be, the point of the prophecy is clear: a large confederation of nations will one 
day rise up together against Israel. 

These nations come from every direction and represent global hostility toward God’s purposes. Their 
motives are not righteousness or justice—they come with greed, violence, and a desire for 
conquest. 

2. The Timing: “In the Latter Years” (Ezekiel 38:7–9) 

“…In the latter years you will come into the land of those brought back from the sword and gathered 
from many people…” Ezekiel 38:8 (NKJV) 

The prophecy describes a time when Israel is: 

• back in their land, 

• gathered from many nations, 

• dwelling with a measure of security, 

• and living again on mountains that were once desolate. 

This points to a future work of God, not a past historical event. For centuries the land lay barren, but 
the Lord speaks of a time when it will be restored and inhabited again. 

3. The Intent of the Invading Nations (Ezekiel 38:10–13) 

The invading coalition forms an “evil plan.” Their goal is to seize wealth, territory, and resources. 

“I will go up against a land of unwalled villages… to take plunder and to take booty…” 
Ezekiel 38:11–12 (NKJV) 

Other nations protest but do not intervene. They ask: 

“Have you gathered your army to take plunder?” Ezekiel 38:13 (NKJV) 

The point is not which modern countries these may represent. The point is this: the nations of the 
world witness the event, discuss it, and respond with talk rather than action. 
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Human diplomacy fails, but God will not. 

4. God’s Response (Ezekiel 38:14–16) 

“You will come from your place out of the far north… against My people Israel… and I will bring you 
against My land.” Ezekiel 38:15–16 (NKJV) 

God declares that He—not human politics or military strategy—will allow this moment to come. 

Not to destroy His people, but to reveal Himself to the nations. 

The purpose is unmistakable: 

“…that the nations may know Me, when I am hallowed in you, O Gog, before their eyes.” 
Ezekiel 38:16 (NKJV) 

God stands behind history, not as a passive observer but as sovereign over all nations, directing 
events toward His glory and humanity’s redemption. 

5. The Divine Intervention (Ezekiel 38:17–23) 

When the invading armies enter the land, God acts decisively: 

• a massive shaking of the land 

• the collapse of mountains and walls 

• confusion and self-destruction among the invaders 

• disease, torrential rain, hailstones, fire, and brimstone 

The language is dramatic and powerful. Whether God uses natural forces, supernatural forces, or 
human conflict is not the focus. The emphasis is simple: God Himself intervenes in such a way that 
there is no doubt who saved Israel. 

“Thus I will magnify Myself and sanctify Myself… then they shall know that I am the Lord.” 
Ezekiel 38:23 (NKJV) 

God’s goal is worship, not devastation. He rescues His people so that the world will know there is 
only one true God, and He is faithful to His promises. 

Practical Application for Believers 

1. God is faithful to His promises. 
The same God who restores Israel is the God who keeps every promise made to His people 
today. 

2. God’s purposes are bigger than world events. 
Believers do not need to live in fear of global conflict, political instability, or international 
tension. God is not threatened. He is not surprised. He is working through history to reveal 
His glory. 
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3. God defends His people. 
Even when nations rage and the future seems uncertain, God remains a refuge. 
Your life is not at the mercy of global forces—your life is in the hands of the Lord. 

4. Stand as God’s representative. 
Live in such a way that others see God’s goodness, justice, and love through you. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Ezekiel 38 reminds us that God acts so the nations will know Him. As believers, we are called to live 
with that same purpose. Ask yourself: 

• Am I living in a way that reflects God’s character? 

• Do I trust God more than I fear world events? 

• Am I willing to stand firm for Christ even when culture moves in the opposite direction? 

God calls His people to courage, faithfulness, and holiness. The world is watching—and through 
your life, someone may come to know the Lord. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

This chapter shows a God who intervenes, a God who judges, and a God who saves. But His greatest 
act of salvation was not the defeat of an army—it was the cross. 

Jesus shed His blood for you. 
He took your sins upon Himself. 
And God proved that Jesus is Savior, Lord, and God by raising Him from the dead. 

The same God who will one day reveal His glory to all nations wants to reveal His grace in your life 
today. 

If you have never surrendered your life to Jesus, He invites you now. 
He offers forgiveness, new life, and peace with God. 

“Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Romans 10:13 (NKJV) 

You can call on Him right now. 


