Daily Bible Reading Companion
26-Ezekiel-Chapter 31

Ezekiel 31 gives us a vivid picture of how God deals with proud, powerful leaders and the nations
that trust in them. Egypt was strong, influential, and deeply impressed with itself. God used the
image of a mighty cedar tree to expose the danger of pride and to remind everyone that no empire,
leader, or system is bigger than He is.

1. A Great Cedar in Lebanon (Ezekiel 31:1-9)

“Now it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the third month, on the first day of the month, that the
word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘Son of man, say to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his multitude:
“Whom are you like in your greatness?” (Ezekiel 31:1-2, NKJV)

This message came in the eleventh year of King Zedekiah, the same year Jerusalem fell. God sends
Ezekiel a word specifically for Pharaoh, the king of Egypt.

To describe Pharaoh’s greatness, God uses a parable: Egypt is like a towering cedar tree in Lebanon.
e |ts branches are long and beautiful.
e |ts height surpasses all the other trees.
e The waters (like the Nile and its branches) nourish it and make it great.
e Birds build nests in its branches.
e Animals find shade and shelter under it.
e “Under its shadow all great nations made their home.” (see Ezekiel 31:6)

Egypt was a true world power. Other nations benefited from Egypt’s wealth, influence, trade, and
protection. Like a giant tree spreading its branches, Egypt cast a long shadow over the ancient
world.

God even says:

“Thus he was beautiful in greatness and in the length of his branches... | made him beautiful with a
multitude of branches, so that all the trees of Eden that were in the garden of God envied him.”
(Ezekiel 31:7, 9, NKJV)

God is reminding Pharaoh:
“You are impressive—but you are impressive because | allowed you to rise. Your greatness is not
self-made.”

2. When Pride Rises, Judgment Follows (Ezekiel 31:10-13)

“Therefore thus says the Lord God: ‘Because you have increased in height, and it set its top among
the thick boughs, and his heart was lifted up in his height, therefore | will deliver him into the hand of
the mighty one of the nations, and he shall surely deal with him.””

(Ezekiel 31:10-11a, NKJV)
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Here is the turning point. The problem is not that Egypt was strong. The problem is that Pharaoh’s
heart was lifted up because of that strength.

His greatness went to his head.
e Heforgotthat God is the One who raises up and brings down.
e He trusted in his own power.
¢ Hebecame proud, self-satisfied, and self-exalting.

God responds by saying He will hand this “cedar” over to a “mighty one of the nations”—a reference
to Babylon’s king and empire. The result?

e Thetreeis cutdown.

e |ts branches fallin the valleys.

¢ The nations that once lived in its shade scatter.

e The birds and beasts that once found protection now feed on its ruin.
The mighty cedar becomes a fallen trunk.
3. AWarning to Every “Tree” That Exalts Itself (Ezekiel 31:14-17)

“So that no tree in the waters may ever again exalt itself for its height... For they have all been
delivered to death, to the depths of the earth, among the children of men who go down to the Pit.”
(Ezekiel 31:14, NKJV)

God explains the lesson plainly:
He judges proud nations and proud rulers so that no one else will think they are above
accountability.

Everyone—kings and common people alike—faces the same reality:
e We are all mortal.
o We will all leave this world.
e Gloryinthis life does not exempt anyone from death.

The imagery shifts to the realm of the dead (Sheol). When this “tree” (Pharaoh and his empire) goes
down, the nations tremble. Others who have fallen before—great empires of the past—“see” his
descent and are “comforted” in the sense that he now shares their fate. He is no different than all
who have fallen before him.

Pharaoh, for all his splendor, ends up lying “in the midst of the uncircumcised,” among those slain
by the sword (Ezekiel 31:18). In other words, he dies like anyone else who lives and dies without
honoring God.
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4. The Core Issue: Pride and False Security
Ezekiel 31 is not just about one ancient Pharaoh. Itis about:
e The danger of pride in any human heart.
o The danger of trusting in powerful systems instead of trusting in God.

e The reality that no amount of influence, wealth, or success can shield us from death or from
God’s righteous evaluation of our lives.

God is not against greatness itself. He is against pride, self-exaltation, and rebellion.
He is against the attitude that says, “l am strong. | am secure. | have built this. | can stand on my
own.”

Scripture says:

“God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” (James 4:6, NKJV)

Practical Application for Us Today

Even though we are far removed from Pharaoh and ancient Egypt, the message is deeply relevant.
1. Check where you are placing your confidence.

Is your trustin:

e Apolitical system?

e Ajoborcareer?

e Abankaccount or retirement plan?

e Your health, intelligence, or achievements?

e Aperson or group you believe will “save” you from trouble?

All of these things are temporary. None of them can carry the weight of ultimate trust. God alone is
worthy of that.

2. Watch for pride in your own heart.
Pride is subtle. It can sound like:

e “learned this. | built this. | deserve this.”
e “ldonotneed God; | am managing just fine.”
e “l am better than they are.”

Pharaoh’s problem began in his heart. So does ours.
Ask yourself:

e Dol quietly take credit for what God has allowed me to have and be?
o Dolresist giving God glory for my successes?
e Dol feelthreatened if God strips away something | lean on?
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3. Remember: this life is not all there is.

The image of Pharaoh going down to the “nether parts of the earth” is a sober reminder: every
person, powerful or unknown, will stand before God. Success in this life without being right with God
is a dangerous illusion.

Jesus said:

“For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?” (Mark 8:36, NKJV)
A Challenge for Believers

If you belong to Jesus, Ezekiel 31 still challenges you.

1. Examine your heart for pride.
Ask the Lord to show you where you have exalted yourself—your opinions, your plans, your
image—above humble obedience to Him.

2. Refuse to hide under the “shade” of worldly powers.
Do not make your ultimate refuge a government, movement, organization, or human leader.
Use what God gives you wisely, but keep your trust in Him alone.

3. Live humbly, giving glory to God.
When God blesses you with influence, resources, or opportunities, treat them as
stewardship, not ownership.
Let your greatness, whatever form it takes, point to Him—not to you.

4. Keep eternity in view.
Let the reality of standing before God shape how you use your time, your relationships, and
your resources today.

An Invitation to Non-Believers: Come to the One Greater Than Any Empire

Pharaoh was powerful, but he died under judgment.
Nations rise and fall.

Leaders come and go.

Systems shift.

Trends fade.

But Jesus Christ remains.

e Heisnotjustateacherorareligious figure.

e Heisthe Son of God who took on flesh.

e He shed His blood on the cross to pay for our sins—your sins personally.

e Herose fromthe dead, declaring once and for all that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

You do not have to go down into eternity unprepared, like a fallen tree with nothing but regret behind
it. You can be forgiven. You can be made new. You can belong to the One whose kingdom will never
fall.
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Scripture says:
“For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13, NKJV)

If you sense God tugging at your heart, do not ignore Him. You can turn to Jesus right now. There is no
magic formula, but if you are ready to surrender your life to Him, you might pray something like this:

“Lord Jesus, | admit that | have sinned and lived in pride and self-will. | have trusted in things that
cannot save me. Thank You for shedding Your blood on the cross for my sins. Thank You for rising
from the dead, showing that You are God, Savior, and Lord. I turn from my sin and give my life to You.
Please forgive me, cleanse me, and make me new. Help me to live for You from this day forward.”

If you sincerely call on Him, He will hear you.
He will forgive you.
He will begin a real work of change in your life.

Ezekiel 31 shows us that human greatness without humility before God always ends in a fall. But the
good news is that Jesus Christ, who humbled Himself even to the point of the cross, is now risen and
exalted—and He invites you to find your life, your hope, and your future in Him.
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