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Ezekiel 13:1–23 — False Prophets, Real Judgment, and the God Who Speaks Truth 

1. God Confronts a Dangerous Problem (Ezekiel 13:1-7) 

“And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel 
who prophesy, and say to those who prophesy out of their own heart, “Hear the word of the Lord!”’ 
Thus says the Lord God: ‘Woe to the foolish prophets, who follow their own spirit and have seen 
nothing!’” (Ezekiel 13:1-3, NKJV) 

The Lord exposes individuals who claimed to speak for Him but were only promoting their own 
ideas. They offered visions they never received, messages that originated in their imagination, and 
predictions meant to impress people rather than honor God. 

God calls them “foolish prophets” because they followed their own spirit instead of His. Their 
imaginations had become their authority. Yet they spoke as though God had revealed Himself to 
them. 

This problem is as old as Israel and as current as today. Throughout Scripture, God warns His people 
about leaders who use spiritual language without spiritual truth. They speak with confidence but 
without calling. They wear the appearance of spiritual authority but lack the substance of God’s 
word. 

2. False Prophets Fail to Build Up God’s People (Ezekiel 13:4-10) 

“O Israel, your prophets are like foxes in the deserts. You have not gone up into the gaps to build a 
wall for the house of Israel to stand in battle on the day of the Lord.” (Ezekiel 13:4-5, NKJV) 

Foxes in the ruins do nothing but move among what is already broken. So it was with these false 
prophets. Instead of strengthening the people spiritually, confronting sin, or calling for repentance, 
they offered comforting illusions. 

They claimed: 
“Thus says the Lord,” when the Lord had not spoken. 
They gave reassuring predictions while ignoring reality. 
They promised peace when God warned that judgment was near (see Jeremiah 6:14). 

Their words were like a poorly built wall covered with whitewash. It looked solid and impressive, but 
it had no real strength. When trials came, the wall would collapse, exposing the truth: the false 
promises were empty. 

3. God Tears Down Their Lies (Ezekiel 13:11-16) 

“Say to those who plaster it with untempered mortar, that it will fall… So I will break down the wall 
you have plastered with untempered mortar… then you shall know that I am the Lord.” (Ezekiel 
13:11-14, NKJV) 

God declares that He Himself will bring down the wall of deception. Storms, hail, and wind 
symbolize His judgment against their dishonesty. 
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Once the wall collapses, everyone will ask, “Where is the plaster? Where are your promises now?” 

God’s judgment exposes spiritual counterfeits. The goal is not humiliation but clarity—so that 
people may finally recognize the difference between human imagination and divine revelation. 
Through this, God says, “You shall know that I am the Lord.” 

4. God Addresses the False Prophetesses (Ezekiel 13:17-23) 

“Likewise, son of man, set your face against the daughters of your people, who prophesy out of their 
own heart.” (Ezekiel 13:17, NKJV) 

Some women were performing occult-like practices, offering charms and superstitious rituals to 
manipulate people. They used spiritual language to mask the fact that they were leading people into 
deception. 

They offered reassuring promises to those who needed repentance. They discouraged the righteous, 
and they encouraged the wicked. Their influence led people away from God’s word and into spiritual 
bondage. 

God promised to tear away their charms and rescue His people from their grasp. Once again, His 
purpose is redemptive: “Then you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

Practical Application for Today 

1. Not Every Voice That Sounds Spiritual Is From God 

Ezekiel teaches us that sincerity, passion, or religious vocabulary does not prove spiritual truth. God 
calls His people to test every message by Scripture, not by emotion, charisma, or trends. 

Christians today must be discerning. God’s truth remains clear, but many voices compete for our 
attention. Some bring comfort without calling for repentance. Some promise safety, prosperity, or 
personal fulfillment without acknowledging sin or pointing to Christ. 

2. God Calls Us to Build, Not Whitewash 

True ministry strengthens people in their walk with the Lord. It does not create illusions. It does not 
cover cracks. It does not promise peace where repentance is needed. 

Every believer is called to “stand in the gap” with prayer, truth, humility, and faithfulness. We cannot 
do this by imagination or personal opinion, but only by God’s revealed word. 

3. Truth Is Compassionate—Falsehood Is Cruel 

The false prophets “made the heart of the righteous sad” and “strengthened the hands of the 
wicked.” Lies always harm. Truth, even when it confronts, gives life. 
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A Challenge for Believers 

Ezekiel 13 invites followers of Jesus to ask hard questions: 

• Do I speak God’s word, or do I speak my own preferences? 

• Am I willing to tell the truth even when it is uncomfortable? 

• Am I building others up with substance, or am I simply whitewashing what is weak? 

• Do I discern teaching carefully, or do I accept anything that sounds spiritual? 

Followers of Christ are called to love truth because truth reveals God. Jesus prayed, “Sanctify them 
by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 

Let your commitment to Scripture shape your thinking, your counsel, your decisions, and your 
ministry. Stand in the gap with integrity, humility, and courage. 

An Invitation to Those Who Have Not Yet Come to Jesus 

If you have never trusted Jesus Christ, Ezekiel 13 carries an important message: human words 
cannot save you. Human opinions cannot cleanse your conscience. Only Jesus—who shed His 
blood on the cross for your sins and rose again to declare Himself God, Savior, and Lord—can give 
you a new heart. 

The false prophets offered promises they could not keep. Jesus offers life, forgiveness, and eternal 
hope—and He has proven every word by His resurrection. 

You can come to Him today. You can turn from sin and trust the One who truly speaks for God 
because He is God. 

You may pray in your own words, but a sincere prayer could be like this: 

“Lord Jesus, I believe You died on the cross for my sins and rose again. I turn to You, and I ask You to 
forgive me, cleanse me, and make me Yours. I trust You as my Savior and Lord. Lead me in Your truth 
from this day forward.” 

If you call on Him, He will receive you. 
If you trust Him, He will save you. 
If you follow Him, He will guide you in truth. 


