Daily Bible Reading Companion
26-Ezekiel-Chapter 12

Ezekiel 12:1-28 - When God Says, “No More Delay”
1. A Rebellious House with Eyes That Do Not See

“Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying: ‘Son of man, you dwell in the midst of a rebellious
house, which has eyes to see but does not see, and ears to hear but does not hear; for they are a
rebellious house.’” (Ezekiel 12:1-2, NKJV)

God tells Ezekiel the spiritual condition of the people straight out:
e They have eyes, but they refuse to see.
e They have ears, but they refuse to hear.
e Therootissue is not lack of information, but rebellion.

This echoes what is said in Isaiah, Jeremiah, the Psalms, and what Jesus repeats in the Gospels. The
problem is not that God has spoken too softly, but that people have hardened their hearts and
closed themselves to what He is saying.

Ezekiel lives among them. He is not looking at rebellion from a distance; he is surrounded by it. Yet in
the midst of a rebellious house, God still speaks—and He still calls His servant to act.

2. Ezekiel Acts Out the Coming Exile (Verses 3-16)
God now instructs Ezekiel to perform a living illustration:

“Therefore, son of man, prepare your belongings for captivity, and go into captivity by day in their
sight...”
(Ezekiel 12:3, NKJV)

He is to:

e Pack his belongings as if going into exile.

e Digthrough the wall of his house.

e Carry his bundle on his shoulder at twilight, with his face covered.
This is a powerful picture:
“l have made you a sign to the house of Israel.” (Ezekiel 12:6, NKJV)

The next morning, the Lord explains the meaning. When the people ask, “What are you doing?”,
Ezekielis to say:

“Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: ‘This burden concerns the prince in Jerusalem and all the
house of Israel who are among them.’” (Ezekiel 12:10, NKJV)

The “prince” is Zedekiah, the last king of Judah. He and his men will try to escape the siege of
Jerusalem secretly, just as Ezekiel acted out—but they will not succeed:
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“My net also I will spread over him, and he shall be caught in My snare. | will bring him to Babylon...
yet he shall not see it, though he shall die there.” (Ezekiel 12:13, NKJV)

This was fulfilled exactly: Zedekiah tried to flee, was captured, saw his sons killed, then had his eyes
put out and was taken blind to Babylon. God’s word is not guesswork; it is perfectly accurate.

God also says:

“I will scatter to every wind all who are around him to help him, and all his troops; and | will draw out
the sword after them.” (Ezekiel 12:14, NKJV)

Most will perish by sword, famine, and pestilence. A few will be spared, not as a reward, but as living
reminders of the consequences of sin:

“Yet | will leave a few of their men from the sword, from famine, and from pestilence, that they may
declare all their abominations among the nations where they go. Then they shall know that | am the
Lord.” (Ezekiel 12:16, NKJV)

Even in judgment, God has a purpose: that people would finally recognize who He is and how
serious sin really is.

3. Eating with Trembling — A Picture of Famine and Fear (Verses 17-20)
Next, the Lord gives Ezekiel another sign-act:

“Son of man, eat your bread with quaking, and drink your water with trembling and anxiety.”
(Ezekiel 12:18, NKJV)

Ezekiel is to eat and drink in front of the people as if terrified and rationing every bite and swallow.
Then he is to explain why:

“Say to the people of the land, ‘Thus says the Lord God to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the
land of Israel: ‘They shall eat their bread with anxiety, and drink their water with dread, so that her
land may be emptied of all who are in it, because of the violence of all those who dwell in jt.””
(Ezekiel 12:19, NKJV)

The famine and fear Ezekiel enacts are a preview of what will take place in Jerusalem. The reason is
unmistakable:

“...because of the violence of all those who dwell in it.”

God is not arbitrary. Judgment is not random. It’s the sober outcome of long-standing sin and
unchecked evil.

4. The False Proverb of Delay (Verses 21-28)
Finally, God confronts a very dangerous proverb circulating among the people:

“Son of man, what is this proverb that you people have about the land of Israel, which says, ‘The
days are prolonged, and every vision fails’?” (Ezekiel 12:22, NKJV)
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In modern terms:
e “Nothingis going to happen.”
o “We’ve heard these warnings for years.”
e “Allthese prophecies are just talk.”
God answers directly:

“Tell them therefore, ‘Thus says the Lord God: ‘I will lay this proverb to rest, and they shall no more
use it as a proverb in Israel.’ But say to them, ‘The days are at hand, and the fulfillment of every
vision.”” (Ezekiel 12:23, NKJV)

People were saying: “Judgment is far away. The visions are for some distant future.” God says the
opposite:

“Forlam the Lord. | speak, and the word which | speak will come to pass; it will no more be
postponed; for in your days, O rebellious house, | will say the word and perform it,” says the Lord
God.” (Ezekiel 12:25, NKJV)

And again:

“Therefore say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: ‘None of My words will be postponed any more, but
the word which | speak will be done,’ says the Lord God.” (Ezekiel 12:28, NKJV)

Within a short time, everything God had spoken through His prophets began to unfold. Delay was
over.

Practical Application

1. Spiritual blindness is usually chosen, not forced.
The people had eyes and ears. They simply refused to use them spiritually. Persistent
resistance to God eventually becomes a habit and a condition.

2. God sometimes speaks through dramatic actions when words are ignored.
Ezekiel digging through the wall, carrying baggage, eating with trembling—these were “living
messages.” Even today, God may use circumstances, disruptions, and shocks to get our
attention when we will not listen to His voice.

3. False confidence is deadly.
The leaders in Jerusalem were saying, “We’re safe; we’re fine; it won’t happen soon.” But
their confidence was based on wishful thinking, not on the word of the Lord. Real security
never comes from denying reality; it comes from returning to God.

4. We should never presume on delay.
In every age, people have said something like, “Nothing will happen. Life will go on as
always.” Scripture warns that this attitude is dangerous. God is patient, but His patience is
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not permission to ignore Him forever. When He says, “No more delay,” there will be no more
delay.

5. God still desires repentance, not destruction.
Even as He announces judgment, God continues to send messages, warnings, and signs.
His goal is not to surprise people, but to awaken them. Ultimately, He sent His Son, Jesus
Christ, not to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

Jesus shed His blood on the cross to save us from sin and judgment. His resurrection declares that
He is God, Savior, and Lord. He is the living proof that God would rather rescue than destroy.

A Challenge for Believers

e Arethere areas in your life where you are “seeing” but refusing to see—where you know what
God has said, but you are choosing not to respond?

e Haveyou, in any way, adopted the proverb of delay in your own heart?

o “PlLrepent later.”
o “I'llget serious about God when life settles down.”
o “I'lLshare the gospel someday.”

Ezekiel 12 presses a gentle but firm question:
If God decided to say, “No more delay” in your life, would you be ready?

Let this move you not to panic, but to faith-filled obedience. Today is always the best day to respond
to what God has shown you.

Pray honestly:

“Lord, | do not want to be spiritually blind or deaf. Show me any area where | have been ignoring Your
word. Help me to respond now, not later. Give me a willing heart, a clear mind, and the courage to
follow You fully.”

An Invitation to Non-Believers

Ezekiel 12 is a sober chapter. It shows that God’s patience has a limit, and that ignoring His word has
real consequences. But it also shows something else:

e God keeps warning because He wants people to turn back.
e He speaks again and again because He cares.

We have all sinned. We have all, at times, been part of that “rebellious house”—hearing but not
listening, seeing but refusing to respond. Our sin separates us from God and leads to judgment.

But God has provided a way of rescue.
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Jesus Christ came into this world, lived a sinless life, and willingly went to the cross. He shed His
blood to save us, taking upon Himself the judgment we deserve. When He rose again, His
resurrection declared forever that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

You do not have to stay distant from God.
You do not have to face judgment alone.

If you are ready to turn to Him and give Him your life, you might pray something like this:

“Lord Jesus, | know that | have sinned and that | have gone my own way. | believe that You shed Your
blood on the cross to save me, and that You rose again as God, my Savior, and my Lord. Please
forgive me, cleanse me, and give me a new heart. | surrender my life to You. Help me to follow You
from this day forward.”

If you put your trust in Him sincerely, He will not turn you away.
He will forgive you completely.
He will begin a new work in you from the inside out.

And for all of us, may we be people who hear when God speaks, see when He shows us truth, and
respond while the door of grace is stillwide open.

Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 Copyright © 2025-2026 by
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide
This teaching is provided freely to all.

Itis illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.

“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)

05



