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Ezekiel 9:1–11 – When God Marks the Faithful 

1. The Heavenly Call to Judgment 

“Then He called out in my hearing with a loud voice, saying, ‘Let those who have charge over the city 
draw near, each with a deadly weapon in his hand.’” (Ezekiel 9:1, NKJV) 

Ezekiel hears the Lord summon six heavenly beings—angels who are entrusted with carrying out 
divine judgment. Among them is one dressed in linen, a figure who often represents the Lord’s 
presence in the Old Testament. He carries a writer’s inkhorn, symbolizing the authority to mark and 
preserve those who belong to God. 

“The glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub, where it had been, to the threshold of 
the temple.” (Ezekiel 9:3, NKJV) 

Here we witness a tragic moment: 
The glory of God is leaving the temple. 

The presence that once rested in the holy of holies now moves to the doorway, preparing to depart 
completely. God is not abandoning His people lightly; He is responding to their persistent rejection, 
idolatry, and rebellion. 

2. Marking Those Who Grieve Over Sin 

“And the Lord said to him, ‘Go through the midst of the city… and put a mark on the foreheads of the 
men who sigh and cry over all the abominations that are done within it.’” (Ezekiel 9:4) 

Before judgment falls, God identifies and preserves those whose hearts are broken over sin. These 
are not perfect people—but they are sensitive to God, burdened by the spiritual decay around them, 
longing for righteousness. 

This marking echoes later Scriptures. In Revelation 7, God seals His servants before judgment 
strikes the earth. God always knows His own, and He always preserves a faithful remnant. 

3. Judgment Begins at the Sanctuary 

“To the others He said in my hearing: ‘Go after him through the city and kill… but do not come near 
anyone on whom is the mark; and begin at My sanctuary.’” (Ezekiel 9:5-6, NKJV) 

Judgment begins where truth should be honored most—in the sanctuary, among the leaders and 
priests who had corrupted worship and misled the people. 

Peter echoes this same principle: 

“For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God…” (First Peter 4:17, NKJV) 

God is just. He judges not only open rebellion but also hypocrisy, compromise, and spiritual 
negligence among those who should know better. 
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4. Ezekiel’s Grief and God’s Response 

As Ezekiel watches the judgment unfold, he falls on his face and cries out: 

“Ah, Lord God! Will You destroy all the remnant of Israel in pouring out Your fury on Jerusalem?” 
(Ezekiel 9:8, NKJV) 

God answers with both clarity and sorrow: 

“The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly great… for they say, ‘The Lord has 
forsaken the land, and the Lord does not see.’” (Ezekiel 9:9, NKJV) 

The people had convinced themselves that God had abandoned them, that He no longer saw or 
cared. Yet the truth was the opposite: 

• God did see. 

• God did care. 

• Their sin had separated them from His blessing. 

And at the end of the chapter, the man in linen returns and says: 

“I have done as You commanded me.” (Ezekiel 9:11, NKJV) 

The faithful are marked. Judgment is complete. God has acted with righteousness and truth. 

Practical Application 

1. God sees beyond appearances—He sees the heart. 

Ezekiel 9 shows that God knows those who truly love Him. He distinguishes between those who 
merely claim to follow Him and those whose hearts honestly respond to His truth. 

2. True faith feels the weight of sin. 

Those who received the mark were not perfect—they were brokenhearted. They mourned over sin: 
their own, their nation’s, and the spiritual decay around them. A tender heart is one of the clearest 
signs of genuine faith. 

3. Judgment begins with God’s people. 

This is not meant to terrify believers, but to awaken us. Spiritual complacency, hypocrisy, or divided 
devotion are not trivial to God. He desires truth in the inward parts and wholehearted faithfulness. 

4. God’s mercy is always present before judgment. 

Even in this severe chapter, God preserves a remnant. His heart is always to save, restore, and 
redeem. Judgment is never His first move—it is His last response after mercy is rejected. 
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A Challenge for Believers 

• Does the sin in your own heart grieve you, or have you become numb to it? 

• Are you more troubled by the decline of culture or by the decline of your own spiritual life? 

• Have you allowed compromise, apathy, or secret sin to cool your devotion to God? 

• Do you mourn over what dishonors Christ, or have you learned to tolerate it? 

Ask the Holy Spirit to search you deeply. 
Pray with sincerity: 

“Lord, give me a tender heart. Let me grieve over what grieves You. Strengthen me to walk in truth, 
holiness, and love. Remove any hardness, complacency, or compromise in me.” 

God marks and preserves those whose hearts are humble, honest, and responsive. Let that be the 
mark of your life. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

Ezekiel 9 reveals the seriousness of sin and the reality of judgment. But the same God who judges is 
the God who saves. 

We all deserve judgment, for we have all sinned. Yet God, in His great love, sent His Son Jesus Christ 
to rescue us. Jesus willingly shed His blood on the cross to take our judgment upon Himself. His 
resurrection declares unmistakably that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

You do not have to face judgment alone. 
You can come to Jesus today and be forgiven, cleansed, and made new. 

If you want to surrender your life to Him, you may pray in your own words, or you may pray something 
like this: 

“Lord Jesus, I know that I have sinned and that I need Your mercy. I believe You shed Your blood on 
the cross to save me, and that You rose again as God, Savior, and Lord. Please forgive me, cleanse 
me, and give me a new heart. I give my life to You today. Help me to follow You from this moment on.” 

If you turn to Him sincerely, He will not turn you away. 
He will forgive you fully. 
He will mark you as His own—forever. 

May your heart remain soft before Him, your mind attentive to His voice, and your life filled with the 
hope, grace, and power of Jesus Christ. 


