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Ezekiel 4:1-17 – When God Uses Pictures to Warn His People 

In this chapter, God gives Ezekiel a series of vivid object lessons—acted-out parables—to show the 
people what is coming upon Jerusalem because of their sin. The people in Babylon are still hoping 
that Jerusalem will somehow stand, that things will turn around, and that all will go back to “normal.” 
God loves them too much to let them live in denial. He shows them, through Ezekiel, what is really 
ahead. 

1. The Brick – A Picture of a City Under Siege 

“You also, son of man, take a clay tablet and lay it before you, and portray on it a city, Jerusalem. Lay 
siege against it, build a siege wall against it, and heap up a mound against it; set camps against it 
also, and place battering rams against it all around.” 
(Ezekiel 4:1-2, NKJV) 

In Babylon, it was common to use large clay tablets or bricks as writing surfaces. God tells Ezekiel to 
take one of these bricks and draw the city of Jerusalem on it. Then Ezekiel is to draw siege works: 
embankments, camps, and battering rams all around the city. 

“Moreover take for yourself an iron plate and set it as an iron wall between you and the city. Set your 
face against it, and it shall be besieged, and you shall lay siege against it. This will be a sign to the 
house of Israel.” (Ezekiel 4:3, NKJV) 

The iron plate represents a barrier between God and the city. It is as if God Himself is now set 
against Jerusalem. Their long-term refusal to listen has brought them to this point. The siege is not 
just a military event; it is a spiritual consequence. 

The message is clear: 

• Jerusalem is not going to break the siege. 

• God Himself has allowed this to happen. 

2. Lying on His Side – Bearing the Years of Sin 

“Lie also on your left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it. According to the number 
of the days that you lie on it, you shall bear their iniquity. For I have laid on you the years of their 
iniquity, according to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days… And when you have 
completed them, lie again on your right side; then you shall bear the iniquity of the house of Judah 
forty days. I have laid on you a day for each year.” (Ezekiel 4:4-6, NKJV) 

Ezekiel is told to lie on his left side for three hundred and ninety days to represent the iniquity of 
Israel, then on his right side for forty days to represent the iniquity of Judah—a day for each year. 

Whether he lay there continuously or did this daily in public view, the point is unmistakable: 

• Israel’s and Judah’s sins have gone on for a long time. 

• Judgment is not sudden or random; it is the result of long-term rebellion. 
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God even says He will “lay bands” on Ezekiel so that he cannot easily turn (verse 8). Ezekiel, in a 
small and symbolic way, bears the weight of the people’s guilt before their eyes. 

3. Measured Bread and Water – Life Under Famine 

“Also take for yourself wheat, barley, beans, lentils, millet, and spelt; put them into one vessel, and 
make bread of them for yourself… And your food which you eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels a 
day; from time to time you shall eat it. You shall also drink water by measure, one-sixth of a hin; from 
time to time you shall drink.” (Ezekiel 4:9-11) 

Next, God tells Ezekiel to make bread out of a mix of grains and legumes—wheat, barley, beans, 
lentils, millet, and spelt. It is a survival loaf, not a gourmet recipe. He is to eat a small, weighed 
portion of this bread each day, and drink carefully measured water—about a quart a day. 

This is a picture of what life will be like inside besieged Jerusalem: 

• Food will be scarce. 

• Water will be rationed. 

• The people will scrape together whatever they can find to survive. 

“That they may lack bread and water, and be dismayed with one another, and waste away because 
of their iniquity.” (Ezekiel 4:17, NKJV) 

God is not being cruel. He is showing them ahead of time what their sin is leading to, so they can 
understand the seriousness of their rebellion and the reality of judgment. 

4. Defiled Fuel – A Picture of Exile Among the Nations 

“And you shall eat it as barley cakes; and bake it using fuel of human waste in their sight.” 
(Ezekiel 4:12, NKJV) 

This command shocks Ezekiel. Baking over human waste would make the food ceremonially 
unclean. 

“So I said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Indeed I have never defiled myself from my youth till now…’ Then He said to 
me, ‘See, I am giving you cow dung instead of human waste, and you shall prepare your bread over 
it.’” (Ezekiel 4:14-15, NKJV) 

God mercifully allows a concession—cow dung instead of human waste—but the message remains: 

“Then the Lord said, ‘So shall the children of Israel eat their defiled bread among the Gentiles, where 
I will drive them.’” (Ezekiel 4:13, NKJV) 

Jerusalem’s fall will lead to exile. They will live scattered among the nations, eating “defiled” bread in 
foreign lands. Their rebellion has brought them to a place where the holy calling of God on them as 
His people has been corrupted in the eyes of the world. 
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Practical Application 

1. Sin has real consequences, even if they are delayed. 
Israel and Judah had accumulated centuries of rebellion. God’s patience is great, but He is 
also holy. What we sow, we eventually reap. This is not about God delighting in judgment; it is 
about the reality of what sin produces when we resist His ways. 

2. God often warns before He allows judgment to fall. 
Ezekiel’s bizarre actions were not theatrics. They were mercy. God was giving His people a 
living warning. In our lives today, God may use His Word, circumstances, other believers, or 
the conviction of the Holy Spirit to warn us when we are heading in a dangerous direction. 

3. God cares about the spiritual condition behind the suffering. 
The siege, famine, and exile are not just political events; they are spiritual wake-up calls. In 
our lives, when things begin to fracture or fall apart, it is wise to ask, “Lord, is there anything 
You are trying to show me?” 

4. Obedience can be costly, but it is worth it. 
Ezekiel had to do uncomfortable, humbling, and strange things in obedience to God. 
Following God today may mean being misunderstood, rejected, or seen as “odd.” But there is 
deep peace in knowing you are walking in what God has asked of you. 

A Challenge for Believers 

• Is there an area of ongoing disobedience that you have been explaining away, minimizing, or 
ignoring? 

• Are you living as if repeated warnings—from Scripture, from conscience, from wise 
believers—do not really matter? 

• Have you begun to “ration” your time in God’s presence, treating prayer and the Word as 
something occasional rather than essential? 

Let Ezekiel 4 remind you that God does not warn for no reason. His heart in warning is always to 
restore, not to destroy. 

Ask the Lord today: 

“Search me, O God. Show me any pattern in my life that is leading toward spiritual famine, distance 
from You, or slavery to sin. Give me the courage to repent and the strength to walk in obedience.” 

An Invitation to Those Who Do Not Yet Know Jesus 

Ezekiel’s strange actions—drawing a besieged city, lying on his side for days, eating rationed bread, 
cooking over dung—were all meant to send a message: 

• Sin is serious. 
• Judgment is real. 
• Life lived in rebellion against God leads to devastation. 
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But God did not stop with warnings. Centuries later, He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, not just to act out 
a parable, but to personally bear our sin. 

Jesus came into this world, lived a sinless life, and willingly went to the cross. There, He shed His 
blood to save us—taking on Himself the judgment that our sins deserve. The siege we deserved fell 
on Him. The famine of soul that should have been ours, He took upon Himself. 

When Jesus rose from the dead, His resurrection powerfully declared that He is God, Savior, and 
Lord. He conquered sin and death and now offers forgiveness, new life, and peace with God to all 
who come to Him. 

If you have never given your life to Jesus Christ, you do not have to wait for everything in your life to 
collapse before you respond to God’s warning. Today, right now, you can turn to Him. 

You can speak to Him in your own words, but you might pray something like this: 

“Lord Jesus, I see that my sin is serious and that I cannot save myself. I believe that You shed Your 
blood on the cross to save me, and that You rose from the dead, proving that You are God, my Savior, 
and my Lord. I ask You to forgive me, cleanse me, and give me a new heart. I surrender my life to You. 
Help me to follow You from this day forward. Amen.” 

If you truly turn to Him, He will not turn you away. He will forgive you, receive you, and begin to 
rebuild what sin has broken. And for those who already know Him, may we walk in obedience, listen 
to His warnings, and live as clear testimonies to a world that desperately needs the Savior who shed 
His blood for us and rose again in victory. 


