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Introduction to Lamentations

We are beginning to read one of the most moving and emotional books in the entire Bible: the Book
of Lamentations.

As the name indicates, this is a book of “funeral dirges,” written by Jeremiah after the destruction of
Jerusalem in 586 BC. His heart was broken, and his grief reveals the broken heart of God. God had to
discipline His people, and it grieved Him to do it.

Sin is costly, God must punish sin, but God’s mercy never fails: these are the key lessons of
Lamentations.

To understand Lamentations, we must view it as the sequel to the Book of Jeremiah. Jeremiah is one
of the most revered and direct writers in Scripture. Because his writing is so autobiographical, we
know a great deal about him. He serves as a model for us—deeply spiritual and utterly
uncompromising. Throughout his career, he faced five different kings and remained steadfast in his
message to himself and his nation.

While Isaiah’s style is elegant and lofty, Jeremiah is direct and vivid. He frequently uses imagery from
nature and writes with an incisive clarity. Lamentations itself is a collection of five poetic hymns.
Often called the "Weeping Prophet," Jeremiah was tender and sympathetic, never distant from the
suffering of his people. His deep anguish of soul is woven into the very fiber of his writing.

Jeremiah's ministry spanned the reigns of five kings of Judah. To understand the gravity of
Lamentations, we must look at the landscape of his time:

e Assyria: The dominant power that had previously taken the Northern Kingdom into captivity.
o Babylon: The rising power that eventually unseated Assyria to rule the known world.

e Egypt: Adeclining power that frequently tried to entice Judah into ill-fated alliances against
Babylon.

Jeremiah consistently warned Judah to stay out of these geopolitical intrigues. His central theme
was clear: Judah had sinned, and God was using Babylon as His instrument of judgment. He urged
the people to submit to this discipline rather than looking to Egypt for a hollow security.

The Kings of Judah

The spiritual decline of the nation is reflected in its leadership:

King Character/Key Events

Josiah A good king who initiated reforms and rediscovered the Torah in the Temple.

Jehoahaz ||Reigned only three months before being deposed by Pharaoh Necho.

Jehoiakim ||A bloodthirsty tyrant and inveterate enemy of Jeremiah; he burned Jeremiah's scrolls.
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King Character/Key Events

Reigned three months; God pronounced a "blood curse" on his physical lineage (Jeremiah

Jehoiachin 22:30).

Zedekiah [[The final king. Weak and vacillating, his rebellion led to the total destruction of Jerusalem.

The "blood curse" on Jehoiachin (also called Coniah) is a significant theological point. God declared
that no descendant of his would sit on the throne of Judah. This created a legal paradox for the
Messianic line, which was eventually resolved through the Virgin Birth—preserving the legal right to
the throne while bypassing the blood curse.

The final siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar resulted in the leveling of the city and the
destruction of the Temple. The tragedy of King Zedekiah serves as a sobering lesson in the precision
of prophecy. Jeremiah prophesied that Zedekiah would be taken to Babylon, while Ezekiel
prophesied he would never see the city (Ezekiel 12:13). Both were true: Nebuchadnezzar
slaughtered Zedekiah's sons before his eyes, then blinded him and carried him to Babylon in chains.
He died in Babylon, but he never "saw" it.

Personal Reflections and Application

Jeremiah eventually found himself forced into exile in Egypt by rebels—a supreme irony for a man
who had preached against such an alliance. Whether he died there or was later brought to Babylon
by Nebuchadnezzar, his legacy remains one of unshakable faithfulness.

The message of Lamentations is as relevant today as it was in the sixth century BC. Jeremiah’s life
proves that:

1. Faithfulness to God is the only true guarantee of a nation’s security.
2. ldolatry and Immorality are inextricably linked.
3. The Answer to national crisis is not found in the ballot box, but in the prayer closet.

As we examine these five poems of sorrow, we see a prophet who refused to swerve from his
commitment to God, even while watching the demise of everything he loved.
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