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Jeremiah 51:1–64 — “Babylon Will Sink, but God’s People Will Stand” 

Jeremiah 51 is the completion of God’s long message against Babylon. In the previous chapter the 
Lord announced that He would judge the nation that had once been His instrument. Here He 
finishes that word and shows why, how, and to what extent Babylon will fall. At the same time, He 
comforts His people and calls them out of the place of judgment. 

This is not just ancient history. This chapter shows us a God who does not forget injustice, a God 
who does not abandon His people even when they are in enemy territory, and a God who finally 
brings down human pride. And because Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the cross, and 
because His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord, we can read this chapter with 
confidence that the same holy God is also the redeeming God. 

1. God Raises a Destroyer Against Babylon (Jeremiah 51:1–19) 

“Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will raise up against Babylon, against those who dwell in Leb Kamai, a 
destroying wind.’” (Jeremiah 51:1, New King James Version) 

“Leb Kamai” is a coded way of saying “Chaldea/Babylon,” literally “the heart of those who rise 
against Me.” That tells us something right away—God is not just judging Babylon’s politics; He is 
judging Babylon’s defiance against Him. 

God says He will send foreigners to “winnow” and “empty” the land (Jeremiah 51:2–3). Babylon, 
which once crushed other nations, will now be crushed. The reason is given clearly: 

“For Israel is not forsaken, nor Judah, by his God, the Lord of hosts, though their land was filled with 
sin against the Holy One of Israel.” (Jeremiah 51:5, NKJV) 

That is an amazing line. God says, “Yes, they sinned. Yes, they were judged. But no, they are not 
forsaken.” That is how God deals with His people—He may discipline, but He does not abandon. 

In verses 7–10 we hear the voice of the nations and of the Jewish exiles: Babylon was once “a golden 
cup in the Lord’s hand” making the nations drunk (Jeremiah 51:7). God used Babylon to discipline 
other nations. But the instrument became proud and cruel, so now the instrument itself will be 
shattered. 

Then, in verses 15–19, Jeremiah does what he has done before—he contrasts the living God with 
idols: 

“The Lord is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting King… The Portion of Jacob is not 
like them, for He is the Maker of all things.” (Jeremiah 51:15, Jeremiah 51:19, New King James 
Version) 

Practical application: 
God may use a nation, a person, or even a system for a time, but that does not mean He approves of 
its pride. The moment an instrument exalts itself against the One who sent it, it is on its way down. 
That is true of empires, churches, ministries, and individuals. 
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If you belong to Jesus Christ, you may be disciplined, but you are not forsaken. The cross proves 
that. The resurrection proves that the One who disciplines you is the same One who can restore you. 

2. God Uses Other Nations to Break Babylon (Jeremiah 51:20–37) 

In verses 20–23, God speaks to the nation He will use to break Babylon—most likely the Medo-
Persian power: 

“You are My battle-ax and weapons of war: for with you I will break the nation in pieces…” (Jeremiah 
51:20, New King James Version) 

Babylon had been God’s hammer (Jeremiah 50:23), but now God takes up another hammer. That 
tells us: no human power is final. Only God is. 

Verse 24 shifts briefly to comfort Judah—God will “repay Babylon and all the inhabitants of Chaldea 
for all the evil they have done in Zion” (Jeremiah 51:24, New King James Version). Babylon touched 
God’s temple; now God will touch Babylon. 

Then the image changes. Babylon is called: 

“O destroying mountain… I will stretch out My hand against you, roll you down from the rocks, and 
make you a burnt mountain.” (Jeremiah 51:25, New King James Version) 

This “mountain” once dominated the landscape; now it will be nothing but a heap. God says it will be 
“a desolation forever” (Jeremiah 51:26). 

Later in the section (Jeremiah 51:34–35), we hear the voice of God’s people: Babylon had devoured 
them, crushed them, and thrown them away. So they appeal to the Lord: “Let the violence done to 
me and my flesh be upon Babylon.” God hears that cry. 

Practical application: 
God does not overlook what has been done to His people. Maybe you were sinned against, 
exploited, or misled. Maybe it looked like the wicked got away with it. This chapter says, “No, they 
did not.” God may not pay every account on Friday, but He always pays. 

Balanced truth: 
This is not fatalism—“God will do whatever, and we cannot respond.” Nor is it human-centered—
“Everything depends on us.” It is this: God rules, and we must respond. Judah still had to repent. The 
captives still had to leave the city when God said, “Leave.” Responsibility and sovereignty walk 
together. 

3. The Feast Ends and the Sea Rises (Jeremiah 51:38–44) 

“They shall roar together like lions… In their heat I will make their feasts, and I will make them drunk, 
that they may rejoice, and sleep a perpetual sleep and not awake.” (Jeremiah 51:38–39, New King 
James Version) 
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This pictures Babylon at ease—feasting, drunk, self-satisfied (compare Daniel 5). Right there, God 
says, “I will make them drunk”—not with wine, but with judgment. Pride makes people dull to 
coming judgment. 

Then the Lord says He will “bring judgment on Bel in Babylon, and I will bring out of his mouth what 
he has swallowed” (Jeremiah 51:44, New King James Version). Babylon swallowed nations; God will 
make her spit them out. 

Practical application: 
Judgment often comes when people are most convinced it will not. That is why Jesus said, 
“Therefore you also be ready” (Matthew 24:44). The safest life is not the most comfortable life, but 
the surrendered life. 

4. “My People, Come Out” (Jeremiah 51:45–51) 

“My people, go out of the midst of her! And let everyone deliver himself from the fierce anger of the 
Lord.” (Jeremiah 51:45, New King James Version) 

God warns the Jewish captives: when this judgment falls, do not stay in Babylon. Leave. Return. Do 
not attach yourself to a system God is about to bring down. 

They are told, “Do not let your heart faint, and do not fear the rumor that will be heard in the land” 
(Jeremiah 51:46). In other words, “You are going to hear a lot of frightening things—do not panic. I am 
the One doing this.” 

Then the exiles confess: 

“We are ashamed, because we have heard reproach. Shame has covered our faces, for strangers 
have come into the sanctuaries of the Lord’s house.” (Jeremiah 51:51, New King James Version) 

They finally see the real issue: sin had opened the door for Babylon to enter the temple. Now, having 
learned, they are to go back and rebuild what had been lost. 

Practical application: 
When God shows you something is under judgment, get out of it. That may be a sinful relationship, a 
corrupt ministry, a dishonest business, or a compromise in your own life. God does not tell His 
people, “Stay and get crushed.” He says, “Come out.” 

Challenge for believers: 
Have you gotten too comfortable in “Babylon”—in a way of life, a set of values, a circle of 
compromise—that you know God has already spoken against? Obedience means moving when God 
says, “Move.” 

5. The Fall of a Proud City (Jeremiah 51:52–58) 

“Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “that I will bring judgment on her carved 
images… Though Babylon were to mount up to heaven, and though she were to fortify the height of 
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her strength, yet from Me plunderers would come to her.” (Jeremiah 51:52–53, New King James 
Version) 

Babylon’s pride is the constant theme. She thought she was above judgment. God says, “Even if you 
build to heaven, I can reach you.” 

Then this powerful line: 

“Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken, and her high gates 
shall be burned with fire; the people will labor in vain, and the nations, because of the fire, and they 
shall be weary.’” (Jeremiah 51:58, New King James Version) 

Human effort without obedience is “labor in vain.” Nations can exhaust themselves building what 
God intends to burn. 

Practical application: 
Before you pour your life into building something, ask, “Is God in this?” Because whatever is not 
rooted in righteousness will not stand. Jesus said, “Every plant which My heavenly Father has not 
planted will be uprooted” (Matthew 15:13). 

6. The Prophecy Is Thrown into the River (Jeremiah 51:59–64) 

The chapter ends with a dramatic acted-out prophecy. 

Jeremiah gives Seraiah a written scroll of all the words against Babylon and tells him to read it aloud 
when he gets to Babylon. Then he is to tie a stone to it and throw it into the Euphrates and say: 

“Thus Babylon shall sink and not rise from the catastrophe that I will bring upon her.” (Jeremiah 
51:64, New King James Version) 

That is God’s final word: Babylon will sink. Human pride will sink. Idols will sink. Oppression will 
sink. But God’s people—pardoned, restored, responding—will stand. 

A Challenge for Believers 

1. Do not flirt with systems God will judge. If the Lord says, “Come out,” then come out. 
Holiness sometimes looks like distance. 

2. Do not mistake God’s patience for His approval. Babylon lived high until the day it was 
brought low. God is patient so that we may repent. 

3. Do not despise God’s discipline. “Israel is not forsaken, nor Judah, by his God” (Jeremiah 
51:5). If you are being corrected, it means you are still loved. 

4. Do not lose heart when evil looks strong. God can topple entrenched powers in a day. Your 
Redeemer is still strong. 
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An Invitation to Non-Believers 

This chapter is a warning, but it is also an invitation. Babylon fell because it “rose against” the Lord. 
That is what sin is: living as if we are the center and God is not. But the same God who judged 
Babylon sent His Son to bear our judgment. 

Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross to pay for your sins. He took the wrath that should have 
fallen on you. And when God raised Him from the dead, His resurrection declared that He is God, 
Savior, and Lord. That means He is able to forgive you, cleanse you, and bring you out of your own 
“Babylon.” 

You can turn to Him today: 

• Acknowledge your sin and pride before God. 

• Believe that Jesus died for you and rose again. 

• Call on Him as Lord. 

“For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13, New King James 
Version) 

Closing 

Jeremiah 51 ends with a scroll sinking in the Euphrates, but the Bible does not end there. The Bible 
ends with the Lord reigning, His people gathered, and His enemies silenced. Empires sink; the Word 
of God does not. Babylon falls; those who trust in the Lord remain. 

So let us not rise against the Lord. Let us rise to Him. Let us live clean in an unclean world, hopeful in 
a proud world, and surrendered in a rebellious world—until the day we see the risen Lord Jesus 
Christ return. 


