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Jeremiah 47:1–7 — “When God Draws the Sword” 

Introduction: When God’s Judgment Rolls Like a Flood 

Few sounds strike fear like the roar of an approaching army—the pounding hooves, the grinding 
chariot wheels, the earth trembling beneath the advance of power. In Jeremiah 47, God uses that 
imagery to describe His coming judgment on the Philistines. The prophecy portrays a flood rising 
from the north—Babylon’s army—sweeping across the land to destroy everything in its path. 

The Philistines were ancient enemies of Israel. For generations they had resisted God’s people, 
mocked His name, and trusted in their own strength. Now, God declares that their season of 
rebellion is over. The sword of the Lord will not rest until His purposes are fulfilled. 

This chapter reminds us that God’s patience, though great, is not endless. His mercy invites 
repentance, but His justice demands accountability. 

1. The Rising Flood of Judgment (Jeremiah 47:1–4) 

“The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet against the Philistines, before Pharaoh 
struck Gaza: Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, waters rise out of the north, and shall be an overflowing 
flood; they shall overflow the land and all that is in it, the city and those who dwell within; then the 
men shall cry, and all the inhabitants of the land shall wail.’” (Jeremiah 47:1–2) 

The “waters out of the north” symbolize the invading armies of Babylon, God’s chosen instrument of 
judgment. The flood image is powerful—it conveys both inevitability and totality. When the 
floodwaters of divine judgment rise, no one can escape by strength or speed. 

The Philistines, a coastal people who had long oppressed Israel, would now face the wrath they had 
once delivered to others. The Lord would “cut off from Tyre and Sidon every helper that remains,” 
isolating them completely (Jeremiah 47:4). Even Egypt, their occasional ally, could not save them. 

The text names Gaza and Ashkelon—two of the five major Philistine cities—both marked for 
destruction. The nation’s pride, its idols, its armies—all would fall under the overflowing flood of 
Babylon’s conquest. 

Practical Application: 
God’s judgment is never arbitrary. It is the final response to persistent rebellion. The Philistines had 
centuries of opportunity to turn to the God of Israel, but they refused. Today, we are reminded that 
ignoring God’s warnings leads to devastation, not peace. When the Word of the Lord exposes sin, it 
is an act of mercy—an opportunity to turn before the flood comes. 

2. The Sword of the Lord (Jeremiah 47:5–7) 

“O you sword of the Lord, how long until you are quiet? Put yourself into your scabbard, rest and be 
still! How can it be quiet, seeing the Lord has given it a charge against Ashkelon and against the 
seashore? There He has appointed it.” (Jeremiah 47:6–7) 
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Here Jeremiah personifies the “sword of the Lord”—a symbol of divine judgment. The prophet cries 
out, longing for the violence to stop. His heart aches as he witnesses the devastation that sin brings. 
But the sword cannot rest because God’s justice must be carried out. 

This shows us a vital truth: God does not delight in destruction. Even His prophets weep over the 
consequences of sin. Yet once God has spoken, His Word must be fulfilled. His righteousness 
demands that evil be confronted and corrected. 

Practical Application: 
When we see sin and injustice in the world, we often echo Jeremiah’s cry: “How long, Lord?” But we 
must remember—God’s timing is perfect. His judgments are righteous. He will not overlook evil 
forever, but He also delays judgment to give room for repentance (see 2 Peter 3:9). For believers, this 
calls us to pray for mercy while standing firm in righteousness. For unbelievers, it is a warning to turn 
before the sword falls. 

3. The End of the Philistines and the Faithfulness of God 

History confirms that the Philistines were utterly destroyed, their cities reduced to ruins. The name 
“Philistine” would fade into history, though the land they occupied later became known as 
“Palestine,” a name derived from them. 

This total collapse stands as a solemn reminder that any people or individual who persistently 
resists God will eventually face the same end. Yet behind the scene of judgment stands the 
unchanging faithfulness of God. His justice is not cruel—it is consistent with His holiness. The same 
God who judged the Philistines also offers mercy through the cross of Jesus Christ. 

At Calvary, the sword of divine justice fell—not upon sinners, but upon the sinless Son of God. Jesus 
shed His blood to satisfy the penalty of our sin once and for all. And when He rose from the dead, 
His resurrection declared that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

Through the cross, God’s justice and mercy met perfectly. The flood of wrath that once swept over 
nations was poured out upon Christ, so that all who believe in Him may be rescued from judgment. 

A Challenge for Believers 

As followers of Christ, we are called to live as witnesses of God’s truth in a rebellious world. Do we 
still tremble at the Word of the Lord? Do we warn others of coming judgment, not in anger but in 
love? Jeremiah wept as he delivered God’s message—may we carry the same compassion. 

Examine your heart. Are there areas where pride or compromise have crept in? Have you become 
comfortable in a world that ignores God’s authority? Remember, judgment begins with the 
household of God (see 1 Peter 4:17). Stand firm in holiness and proclaim the mercy of Jesus while 
there is still time. 
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An Invitation to Non-Believers 

If you have not yet surrendered your life to Jesus Christ, this chapter is a solemn warning. The flood 
of judgment is coming—not by Babylon’s army, but by the righteous judgment of God. No one can 
stand before Him on their own merit. 

But there is hope. The same Lord who wielded the sword of justice has also offered the gift of 
salvation. Jesus died in your place, shedding His blood to cleanse your sin. His resurrection proved 
His victory over death. 

He now invites you to come to Him in faith. Turn from sin, call upon His name, and receive eternal 
life. “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). 

Conclusion: The Sword and the Cross 

In Jeremiah 47, the sword of the Lord brings destruction upon a rebellious nation. But at the cross, 
that same sword fell upon Jesus to bring salvation to all who believe. The question for every soul is 
this: will you meet God’s sword in judgment, or will you meet His mercy at the cross? 

The flood of judgment is real—but so is the river of grace. Run to Jesus, the only refuge from wrath 
and the only source of eternal peace. 


