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Jeremiah chapter 41 is a sober reminder that even after judgment, even after God’s word has been 
fulfilled, people can still harden their hearts, ignore warnings, and create even more chaos. This 
chapter shows how one man’s ambition and another man’s lack of discernment nearly destroyed 
the small remnant that God had mercifully allowed to remain in the land. 

Jeremiah 41 – When We Ignore God’s Warnings 

1. A Murder at Mizpah (Jeremiah 41:1–3) 

“Now it came to pass in the seventh month that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, 
of the royal family… came with ten men to Gedaliah… at Mizpah. And they ate bread together in 
Mizpah. Then Ishmael… arose and struck Gedaliah the son of Ahikam… and killed him…” (Jeremiah 
41:1–2) 

This happens only about three months after the fall of Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar had left Gedaliah 
as governor over the remnant. Jeremiah had chosen to stay with that remnant. God was giving Judah 
a chance to live quietly in the land under Babylonian rule. 

But Johanan had warned Gedaliah in the previous chapter that Ishmael, a man of royal blood and 
backed by the king of the Ammonites, was planning to assassinate him (Jeremiah 40:13–14). 
Gedaliah refused to believe it. He thought it was slander. He chose optimism over discernment. 

So Ishmael came “to eat bread”—a sign of friendship—and killed him at the table. 

Practical application: 

• Not every smiling person is sent by God. 

• A good heart still needs a wise ear. 

• Ignoring godly warnings can undo years of God’s restoring work. 

• Sometimes the danger to the people of God does not come from open pagans, but from 
ambitious insiders. 

This is why Proverbs says, “A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, but the simple pass on 
and are punished.” (Proverbs 22:3) 

2. A Slaughter to Hide the Crime (Jeremiah 41:3–9) 

“Ishmael also struck down all the Jews who were with him, that is, with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the 
Chaldeans who were found there, the men of war.” (Jeremiah 41:3) 

Ishmael was not just avenging royal blood—he was rebelling against God’s discipline. God had said 
through Jeremiah, “Submit to Babylon and you will live.” Ishmael said, “No. I will take matters into my 
own hands.” 

The next day, eighty men from Shechem, Shiloh, and Samaria came with offerings, torn clothes, and 
shaved beards (Jeremiah 41:5). They were coming to worship. Perhaps they were going toward the 
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ruins of Jerusalem to seek the Lord. Ishmael lured them in with the words, “Come to Gedaliah” 
(Jeremiah 41:6)—even though Gedaliah was already dead. 

Then he killed them and threw their bodies into a large pit King Asa had once dug (Jeremiah 41:7–9). 

Only ten of them escaped death because they offered “treasures in the field”—hidden food stores of 
barley, wheat, oil, and honey (Jeremiah 41:8). Ishmael spared them for gain. 

Practical application: 

• Sin always tries to cover its tracks. Ishmael kept killing to keep people from finding out what 
he had done. 

• Once we step into rebellion, it rarely stops with one act—it often pulls in more lies, more 
violence, more compromise. 

• Be very careful of any decision that forces you to hide, control information, or silence 
people. That is rarely the Spirit of God. 

• God hates violence done in the name of religion. These men came to worship, and Ishmael 
killed them. God sees such treachery. 

3. Kidnapping the Remnant (Jeremiah 41:10) 

“Then Ishmael carried away captive all the rest of the people who were in Mizpah… and departed to 
go over to the Ammonites.” (Jeremiah 41:10) 

Now it gets worse. Ishmael not only killed the governor and the Babylonian soldiers, he took the 
remnant hostage, including the king’s daughters. He was dragging them east toward the Ammonites. 

This is tragic, because God had just allowed a tiny sprout of restoration in Judah—poor people in the 
land, vineyards growing, summer fruit gathered (Jeremiah 40:12). And now, through one man’s 
ambition and Gedaliah’s lack of discernment, the remnant is almost lost. 

Practical application: 

• One person’s disobedience can endanger many innocent people. 

• Leaders must listen to godly warnings because their decisions affect others. 

• It is possible to survive God’s judgment and then mess it up afterward through pride, 
presumption, or fear. 

4. Johanan Rescues the Captives (Jeremiah 41:11–15) 

“But when Johanan… and all the captains… heard of all the evil that Ishmael had done, they took all 
the men and went to fight with Ishmael… So it was, when all the people who were with Ishmael saw 
Johanan… they were glad. Then all the people whom Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah 
turned around and came back…” (Jeremiah 41:11–14) 
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Johanan—the same man whose warning had been ignored—now steps up to rescue the people. He 
intercepts Ishmael near the great waters of Gibeon. When the captives see Johanan, they gladly 
return to him. Ishmael escapes with eight men to Ammon. 

God, in His mercy, did not let Ishmael succeed. He preserved the remnant again. 

Practical application: 

• Even when leaders fail, God can raise up others to protect His people. 

• Do not be discouraged when your earlier warnings were rejected—God may still use you 
later. 

• God always keeps a faithful few who will act righteously when others act selfishly. 

5. A Fearful Turn Toward Egypt (Jeremiah 41:16–18) 

“Then Johanan… and all the captains… took from Mizpah all the rest of the people whom he had 
recovered from Ishmael… and they departed and dwelt in the habitation of Chimham, which is near 
Bethlehem, because they were afraid of the Chaldeans…” (Jeremiah 41:16–18) 

Here is the tragic setup for the next chapters: even though Johanan rescued the people, they are 
now afraid. They think, “Nebuchadnezzar will blame us for Gedaliah’s death.” So they start heading 
south—toward Egypt. 

That was not God’s will. God had told them, again and again, “Stay in the land, submit, live.” But fear 
of man began to guide their decisions. Fear, not faith, was now leading the remnant. 

They were standing near Bethlehem—near the very place where, centuries later, Jesus would be 
born—and instead of trusting God in the land, they were plotting to go back to Egypt, the very place 
God had once delivered them from. 

Practical application: 

• Fear is a terrible counselor. 

• If we let fear of people, governments, or circumstances guide us, we will often walk away 
from the place of God’s blessing. 

• We must learn to make decisions by seeking the Lord, not by reacting to threats. 

• God can protect us even when we are under the power of others—if we obey His voice. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Jeremiah 41 confronts us with three challenges: 

1. Listen when God warns. 
Gedaliah was not an evil man—he was a trusting man. But he ignored a true warning. 
Believer, do you have room in your life to be corrected? Are you willing to listen when a 
brother or sister says, “Be careful—that person is not safe,” or “That decision is not wise”? 
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2. Do not let one person’s sin push you outside of God’s will. 
Ishmael’s treachery frightened the people so much that they wanted to flee to Egypt. 
Sometimes a bad experience in church, or with a leader, makes people withdraw from the 
people of God. Do not let someone else’s disobedience become your excuse to disobey. 

3. Stay where God planted you. 
God told the remnant, “Stay in the land and it will be well.” Fear said, “Run to Egypt.” Faith 
stays; fear flees. Ask yourself: Am I moving because God said so, or because I am afraid? 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding.” (Proverbs 3:5) 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

This chapter is full of violence, betrayal, and fear—but underneath it is a simple truth: this all started 
because God’s people did not listen to His Word. That is the story of sin. 

The Bible says: 

• “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) 

• “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 
6:23) 

Sin always leads to ruin. Rebellion always leads to captivity. But God has provided a way of 
escape—not through Babylon or Egypt, but through Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross to pay for your sins. He took the judgment you deserve. 
Then He rose from the dead, declaring that He is God, Savior, and Lord. He now calls you, not to run 
from judgment like Johanan and the remnant, but to run to Him for mercy. 

If you have never surrendered to Jesus, you can do that right now. Pray from your heart: 

“Lord Jesus, I believe that You died on the cross for my sins and that You rose again. I turn from my 
sin and I surrender my life to You. Please forgive me, cleanse me, and make me new. I confess that 
You are my Savior and my Lord. Help me to follow You all my days. Amen.” 

If you prayed that sincerely, God has heard you. He delights to save. 

Closing 

Jeremiah 41 shows us that the greatest danger after judgment is not Babylon—it is our own hearts. 
Pride, ambition, and fear can still lead us astray even after God has been merciful. 

So let us be people who: 

• listen to God’s warnings, 
• walk in discernment, 
• refuse to be driven by fear, and 
• keep our eyes on Jesus, the One who died for us and rose again, and who alone can keep 

us steady in chaotic times. 


