Daily Bible Reading Companion
24-Jeremiah 40

Jeremiah 40 - Grace for the Remnant
1. Jeremiah Released and Vindicated (Jeremiah 40:1-4)

“The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, after Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had let
him go from Ramah, when he had taken him bound in chains among all who were carried away
captive...” (Jeremiah 40:1)

This is amazing: Jeremiah—the one prophet who told the truth, who said, “Surrender and you will
live”—was chained up with the captives and marched as a prisoner. Sometimes the faithful suffer
right alongside the unfaithful. But God has not forgotten him.

Nebuzaradan, the Babylonian commander, says something that Judah itself refused to say:

“The Lord your God has pronounced this doom on this place. Now the Lord has brought it, and has
done just as He said. Because you have sinned against the Lord, and not obeyed His voice, therefore
this thing has come upon you.” (Jeremiah 40:2-3)

Think about that: a pagan general understood the judgment of God better than God’s own people.
He said, “God did this—because you did not obey Him.” That is still true today: disobedience always
has consequences. God had not failed Israel; Israel had failed God.

Then comes a remarkable act of grace:

“I free you this day from the chains that were on your hand... See, all the land is before you; wherever
it seems good and convenient for you to go, go there.” (Jeremiah 40:4)

Jeremiah, who was imprisoned by his own people, is now honored by their conquerors. God has a
way of vindicating those who stand for truth.

Practical application:
e Sometimes the world understands that God is just, while religious people make excuses.
¢ God may allow His servants to suffer, but He will not forget them.

e Obedience to God may cost you in the short term, but in the long term, God always
vindicates faithfulness.

2. A Free Choice: Babylon or the Land (Jeremiah 40:4-6)
Nebuzaradan gives Jeremiah an unheard-of privilege:

“If it seems good to you to come with me to Babylon, come, and | will look after you... But if it seems
wrong for you to come with me to Babylon, remain here.” (Jeremiah 40:4)

This was generous. Babylon was safer, richer, and more comfortable than the devastated land of
Judah. But Jeremiah chose to stay with the remnant—the poor, broken people left in the land.

“Then Jeremiah went to Gedaliah... to Mizpah, and dwelt with him among the people who were left in
the land.” (Jeremiah 40:6)

Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 Copyright © 2025-2026 by
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide
This teaching is provided freely to all.

Itis illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.

“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)

01



Daily Bible Reading Companion
24-Jeremiah 40

This is the heart of a true shepherd: he chose the hard place because that is where God’s people
were.

Practical application:

e Sometimes God gives you more than one good option. The real question is, “Where can |
best serve the people God has called me to?”

e Ministry is often choosing the ruins over the palace, the remnant over the crowd, the calling
over the comfort.

3. Gedaliah the Governor and a New Beginning (Jeremiah 40:7-12)

Babylon appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam as governor over the remnant. Gedaliah was from a
godly family (his father Ahikam had protected Jeremiah earlier). He urged the people:

“Do not be afraid to serve the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land, serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be
well with you.” (Jeremiah 40:9)

This was the same message Jeremiah had been preaching for years: Stop fighting God'’s discipline.
Submit, settle, and live. It was not compromise—it was obedience to what God had said.

And look what happened:
“So they gathered wine and summer fruitin abundance.” (Jeremiah 40:12)

Even after judgment, God allowed a harvest. Even after the city was burned, even after people were
carried away, there was still fruit for those who obeyed.

Practical application:
e God can restore fruitfulness even after seasons of loss—if we submit to His dealings.

e Sometimes the blessing of God is found not in resisting our circumstances, but in accepting
what God has allowed.

e Obedience after judgment is still obedience—and God honors it.
4. A Warning Ignored (Jeremiah 40:13-16)

Not everyone wanted peace.
Johanan, one of the Jewish military leaders who had survived in the fields, came to Gedaliah with a
warning:

“Do you certainly know that Baalis the king of the Ammonites has sent Ishmael... to murder you?”
(Jeremiah 40:14)

It was a credible warning: Ishmael was of royal blood and was working with Ammon to assassinate
Gedaliah and destabilize what little order was left.
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Johanan even offered to quietly remove the threat so the remnant would not be scattered again
(Jeremiah 40:15). But Gedaliah refused to believe it:

“But Gedaliah... said to Johanan... ‘You shall not do this thing, for you speak falsely concerning
Ishmael.”” (Jeremiah 40:16)

Sadly, in the next chapter, we learn the warning was true. Gedaliah’s goodness without discernment
became a disaster for the remnant.

Practical application:
e Love must walk with wisdom.
e We should not be paranoid, but neither should we be naive.

o (God often warns us through others—wise believers, godly friends, pastors. Ignoring those
warnings can undo years of obedience.

e Discerning the voice of God includes listening to godly counsel (Proverbs 11:14).
A Challenge for Believers
Jeremiah 40 calls us to three things:

1. Hear God even after failure.
Judah had failed, Jerusalem had fallen, but God kept speaking. Your past does not disqualify
you from hearing God today.

2. Submitto God’s dealings.
Gedaliah said, “Do not be afraid... serve... and it shall be well with you.” Sometimes God’s
willis not to take us out of hardship, but to teach us how to live faithfully in it.

3. Stay with the remnant.
Jeremiah could have chosen ease in Babylon, but he stayed with God’s people. Believer, stay
engaged. Stay with the church. Stay with the wounded. Stay with the work.

“Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.” (First Corinthians 4:2)
Faithfulness in the ruins is as precious to God as faithfulness in revival.

An Invitation to Non-Believers

The whole reason Judah was judged is stated plainly:

“Because you have sinned against the Lord, and have not obeyed His voice, therefore this thing has
come upon you.” (Jeremiah 40:3)

That is not just Judah’s story—that is our story.
The Bible says:

e “Forall have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)
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e “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 6:23)

But here is the good news:

Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross to bear the judgment your sins deserve.

He rose from the dead to prove that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

What Judah lost through disobedience, you can gain through faith in Christ—forgiveness,
restoration, and a future.

If you have never surrendered to Jesus, you can do so right now. Pray from your heart:

“Lord Jesus, | believe You died on the cross for my sins and rose again. | turn from my sin and |
surrender my life to You. Please forgive me, cleanse me, and make me new. | confess that You are my
Savior and my Lord. Help me to follow You from this day forward. Amen.”

If you prayed that in sincerity, the Lord has heard you. He delights to forgive. He loves to restore. And
He will walk with you, even if you are standing in the ruins of past mistakes.

Closing Encouragement

Jeremiah 40 shows us that God keeps speaking even after judgment.

He does not abandon the remnant.

He does not forget the faithful.

He does not despise small beginnings, wounded survivors, or broken nations.

So:
e Listen for His voice.
e Obey quickly.
e Stay with God’s people.

e And keep your eyes on Jesus—the One who died for our sins and rose again, the One who
will one day make all things new.
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