Daily Bible Reading Companion
24-Jeremiah 39

Jeremiah 39 - The Fall of Jerusalem and the Faithfulness of God
1. The Siege and the Fulfillment of God’s Word (Jeremiah 39:1-2)

“In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
and all his army came against Jerusalem and besieged it. In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the
fourth month, on the ninth day of the month, the city was penetrated.” (Jeremiah 39:1-2)

After sixteen long, desperate months, Jerusalem fell. The Babylonian army surrounded the city,
cutting off food and water. Famine, pestilence, and disease ravaged the people. Those who survived
were weak, terrified, and hopeless.

The Word of the Lord spoken through Jeremiah for more than forty years was now being fulfilled.
Every warning that Judah ignored had come to pass exactly as God had said.

Practical application:

When God speaks, His Word never fails. His promises of blessing are certain, and His warnings are
sure. The fall of Jerusalem was not because God was unfaithful—but because the people refused to
listen.

God’s Word is not given to destroy us but to turn us back to Him before destruction comes. He still
calls people today through His Word, through His Spirit, and through the truth of the gospel—“that
all should come to repentance” (Second Peter 3:9).

2. Zedekiah’s Flight and Capture (Jeremiah 39:3-7)

“So it was, when Zedekiah the king of Judah and all the men of war saw them, that they fled and went
out of the city by night... But the Chaldean army pursued them and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of
Jericho.” (Jeremiah 39:4-5)

King Zedekiah had every opportunity to repent. Jeremiah had warned him repeatedly that if he
surrendered to Babylon, both he and the city would be spared. But pride and fear won out.

When Babylon’s princes entered the city, Zedekiah tried to escape by night. Yet, he could not outrun
the judgment of God. He was captured, brought before Nebuchadnezzar, and forced to witness the
slaughter of his sons before his eyes were put out.

“Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and bound him with bronze fetters to carry him to Babylon.”
(Jeremiah 39:7)

He went to Babylon—ijust as the prophet had said—but he never saw it, for he was blind.

Practical application:
How tragic it is when people hear God’s Word yet continue to resist. Zedekiah’s downfall was not
sudden—it was the result of years of ignoring God’s warnings.

Sin blinds us before it binds us. When we continually reject God’s truth, we eventually lose the
ability to see the truth at all.
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“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.” (Galatians
6:7)

But the opposite is also true—when we humble ourselves and turn to the Lord, He restores what sin
has stolen. Where judgment fell on Zedekiah, mercy flows from the cross for all who turn to Jesus
Christ.

3. The City in Flames (Jeremiah 39:8-10)

“And the Chaldeans burned the king’s house and the houses of the people with fire, and broke down
the walls of Jerusalem.” (Jeremiah 39:8)

Jerusalem’s proud walls, once thought unshakable, lay in ruins. The palaces of kings, the homes of
the wealthy, and even the temple itself were destroyed. The Babylonians left only the poor of the
land to tend the vineyards and fields (Jeremiah 39:10).

Centuries later, archaeologists would uncover layers of ash and charred remains in the ruins of
ancient Jerusalem—physical proof of the truth of Scripture. In those burned houses, idols were
found—tiny gods of clay and stone, the very abominations that brought God’s judgment.

Practical application:
The ruins of Jerusalem stand as a warning: whatever replaces God in your life will eventually be
destroyed. Whether it is wealth, pleasure, position, or pride, idols cannot save—they only deceive.

“Little children, keep yourselves from idols.” (First John 5:21)

The fire that consumed Jerusalem’s idols is the same fire that will one day consume every false
hope. The only foundation that endures is Jesus Christ—the Rock of our salvation (First Corinthians
3:11).

4. Jeremiah’s Preservation (Jeremiah 39:11-14)

“Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah... “Take him and look after
him, and do him no harm; but do to him just as he says to you.’” (Jeremiah 39:11-12)

Even in judgment, God remembered His faithful servant. Jeremiah had been imprisoned, mocked,
and rejected by his own people, but now God used a pagan king to protect him.

The Babylonian commander, Nebuzaradan, released Jeremiah from prison and allowed him to live
wherever he desired. God had kept His promise:

“l am with you to deliver you,” the Lord had said (Jeremiah 1:19)—and He did.

Practical application:
When we are faithful to God, He is faithful to us. His servants may be mistreated by men, but they
are never forgotten by God.

No earthly power can hinder God’s protection over those who trust Him. He can use anyone—even a
foreign king—to accomplish His will and care for His children.
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“The Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one.” (Second Thessalonians
3:3)

5. God’s Reward for Ebed-Melech (Jeremiah 39:15-18)

“Go and speak to Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts... Behold, | will
bring My words upon this city for adversity... But | will deliver you in that day... because you have put
your trust in Me,’ says the Lord.” (Jeremiah 39:16-18)

While Jeremiah was still confined, God gave him a message for Ebed-Melech, the Ethiopian eunuch
who had rescued him from the muddy pit in chapter 38. God promised to protect Ebed-Melech when
Jerusalem fell—not because of his position, but because of his faith.

He trusted in the Lord when others mocked or doubted. His courage and compassion in rescuing
God’s prophet did not go unnoticed by Heaven.

Practical application:

God always honors simple faith.

Ebed-Melech was not an Israelite, a priest, or a noble—he was an outsider. Yet God saw his heart
and promised him life.

This shows us that salvation is not earned by race, heritage, or status—but by faith in the living God.
As Hebrews 11:6 declares:

“Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and
that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”

Ebed-Melech’s story reminds us that trusting God in dark times brings light to the soul. His life was
spared not because he was strong, but because he believed.

A Challenge for Believers

Jeremiah 39 asks every believer an important question:
Will you trust and obey God even when His Word is unpopular, uncomfortable, or costly?

o Zedekiah heard God’s truth but feared men more than God.

e Jeremiah obeyed God, even when it led to prison.

o Ebed-Melech acted courageously, even when it risked his life.
Which one do you resemble?

Faithful obedience does not always bring comfort, but it always brings peace. God calls us to be
people of truth in a world of compromise—to stand on His Word when others bow to fear.

“Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not
in vain in the Lord.” (First Corinthians 15:58)
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An Invitation to Non-Believers
This chapter also speaks directly to you.

Zedekiah’s story is a warning of what happens when we reject God’s Word. The king heard the truth
but delayed obedience until it was too late. He lost everything because he refused to surrender to
God’s will.

But Ebed-Melech’s story is a picture of grace. He trusted God and was saved.

The same choice is before you today.
God is not against you—He loves you. But your sin has separated you from Him. The Bible says:

e  “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)

o “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 6:23)

Jesus Christ came to take the judgment we deserve. He shed His blood on the cross to pay for your
sin. He rose from the dead to prove that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

He now invites you to surrender—not to Babylon, but to Him—and find life, peace, and forgiveness.
You can pray right now:

“Lord Jesus, | believe You died for my sins and rose again. | turn from my sin and surrender to You.
Please forgive me, cleanse me, and make me new. | confess that You are my Savior and my Lord.
Help me to follow You all the days of my life. Amen.”

If you prayed that sincerely, the Lord has heard you, and you are His.
Conclusion: The Faithfulness of God Endures

Jeremiah 39 reveals both the certainty of God’s judgment and the steadfastness of His mercy. The
same God who brought down Jerusalem for its rebellion also protected His faithful servants and
rewarded those who trusted in Him.

God’s Word will always come to pass—whether in judgment or in grace.
So let us be people who listen, obey, and trust.

Because the same Lord who judged Judah has also provided salvation for the world through Jesus
Christ, the One who died for our sins and rose again to give us life.

“The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knows those who trust in Him.” (Nahum
1:7)
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