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Jeremiah 34 — The Broken Covenant 

Introduction: Promises Made, Promises Broken 

Few things reveal our heart like how we handle promises. In Jeremiah 34, God confronts Judah not 
for idolatry this time—but for breaking a promise they made to Him. It’s one thing to fail in ignorance; 
it’s another to vow obedience and then deliberately turn away. 

The scene unfolds during the final days of Jerusalem’s resistance against Babylon. The enemy is at 
the gates, and fear drives King Zedekiah to make a spiritual decision that appears noble on the 
surface—but soon proves empty. 

God uses this moment to expose the nation’s hypocrisy, disobedience, and lack of faithfulness, and 
to remind them—and us—that He takes our commitments seriously. 

1. God’s Word to Zedekiah: Truth in a Time of Crisis (Jeremiah 34:1–7) 

“The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his 
army… fought against Jerusalem… Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: ‘Go and speak to Zedekiah 
king of Judah and tell him, Thus says the Lord: Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of 
Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire.’” (Jeremiah 34:1–2) 

Jeremiah delivers a message no king wants to hear: the city will fall, the palace will burn, and 
Zedekiah himself will face the Babylonian king eye to eye. 

This prophecy enraged Zedekiah, who had Jeremiah thrown into prison for speaking the truth. Yet 
even in judgment, God showed mercy: 

“Yet hear the word of the Lord, O Zedekiah… you shall not die by the sword, but you shall die in 
peace.” (Jeremiah 34:4–5) 

Even while announcing destruction, God assures Zedekiah of a peaceful death and an honorable 
burial. This reveals a profound truth: God’s justice never cancels His mercy. 

Application: 
When we face consequences for our choices, we often think God has abandoned us. But even in 
discipline, His mercy is present. Like Zedekiah, we may face the results of our sin, but God’s heart 
still seeks to redeem, not destroy. 

2. The Broken Covenant of Liberty (Jeremiah 34:8–11) 

“This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, after King Zedekiah had made a covenant 
with all the people… to proclaim liberty to them: that every man should set free his male and female 
slave—a Hebrew man or woman…” (Jeremiah 34:8–9) 

Under pressure, Zedekiah leads a national reform. He commands every Israelite to free their Hebrew 
servants in obedience to God’s command in Exodus 21:2—“If you buy a Hebrew servant, he shall 
serve six years, and in the seventh he shall go out free.” 
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For a brief moment, the people obeyed. They set their servants free. But once the threat of Babylon 
seemed to lessen, they took them back into bondage again (Jeremiah 34:11). 

Their obedience was temporary—motivated by fear, not love. 

Application: 
Partial obedience is disobedience in disguise. God desires a heart transformed, not just behavior 
modified by circumstance. 
How many times have we made promises to God in crisis—“Lord, if You get me through this, I’ll 
serve You”—only to return to old habits once the storm passes? 

God is not impressed by vows made under pressure; He delights in a heart that follows through in 
faith. 

3. God’s Response: Liberty to the Sword (Jeremiah 34:12–22) 

“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: ‘I made a covenant with your fathers… saying, At the end of 
seven years let every man set free his Hebrew brother… But your fathers did not obey Me… And you 
turned around and profaned My name… Therefore… I proclaim liberty to you,’ says the Lord, ‘to the 
sword, to pestilence, and to famine.’” (Jeremiah 34:13–17) 

The people broke covenant not only with their servants but with God Himself. They had made a 
solemn covenant ceremony—cutting a calf in two and walking between the pieces (Jeremiah 34:18–
19). This act meant, “May what happened to this animal happen to us if we break this covenant.” 

But they broke it anyway. So God says, “I now proclaim liberty for you—to the sword, to famine, and 
to pestilence.” Their false liberty became judgment. 

What a sobering picture of divine justice. God will not be mocked; when we break our word, we 
dishonor His name. 

Application: 
Faithfulness matters deeply to God because His own nature is faithful. Our word should reflect His 
character. When we make commitments—to God, to family, to one another—He expects us to honor 
them. Jesus said, “Let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’” (Matthew 5:37) 

Believers today are called to live with integrity. The covenant of grace we have in Christ is infinitely 
greater than the covenant Israel broke. Jesus sealed that covenant not by the blood of animals, but 
by His own blood on the cross. 

4. The Covenant We Can Trust 

Where Israel failed, Jesus fulfilled. 
God’s people could not keep the law perfectly, but Jesus did. He took our covenant-breaking upon 
Himself and bore its penalty on the cross. His blood established a new and everlasting covenant, 
one written not on stone tablets but upon human hearts. 
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When we place our faith in Christ, we enter into that covenant of grace. We are no longer slaves to 
sin but freed by His grace and love. 

“Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36) 

Practical Application: 

• Let your freedom in Christ lead to obedience, not complacency. 

• Let your promises to God reflect gratitude, not fear. 

• And let your life demonstrate that true liberty is found only in surrender to Jesus Christ. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Believer, have you made commitments to God that you’ve neglected or broken? Maybe a promise to 
forgive someone, to walk in purity, or to serve faithfully. The good news is that God calls us not to 
shame but to restoration. 

Just as Jeremiah called the people to repent, the Spirit calls us to renew our covenant of faithfulness 
today. 
God desires not perfection but surrender—a heart fully yielded to Him. 

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.” 
(Hebrews 10:23) 

Challenge: 
Ask the Holy Spirit to search your heart for areas where you’ve returned to old patterns. Let Him 
renew your commitment to obedience—not out of duty, but out of love for the One who gave Himself 
for you. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

If you have never trusted in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, understand this: every person is 
born into spiritual bondage to sin. Like the Hebrews under slavery, we cannot free ourselves. But 
God sent His Son to set captives free. 

When Jesus shed His blood on the cross, He paid the full price for your redemption. His resurrection 
three days later declared once and for all that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

Through Him, you can have forgiveness, peace with God, and a new life founded on His truth. 

If you are ready to surrender to Him, you can pray something like this from your heart: 

“Lord Jesus, I believe You died for my sins and rose again. I turn from my sin and ask You to forgive 
me. Come into my life, be my Savior and Lord, and help me to walk in Your truth. Amen.” 
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Conclusion: Faithfulness That Reflects God’s Heart 

Jeremiah 34 reminds us that God takes covenants seriously—not because He’s harsh, but because 
He is holy and faithful. He desires His people to mirror His faithfulness in their words, relationships, 
and worship. 

The tragedy of Judah’s broken promise warns us of the cost of unfaithfulness—but the grace of Jesus 
Christ offers us hope. He is the covenant-keeper who never fails, the Redeemer who sets us free, 
and the Lord who calls us to walk in truth. 

Let us live in that freedom, honoring every word we speak, and trusting the One whose every 
promise is sure. 

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” 
(Second Corinthians 1:20) 


