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Hope with a Deed in Your Hand 

1) The Setup: Truth in a Hard Place (Jeremiah 32:1–5) 

Jerusalem is surrounded by Babylon. Jeremiah is imprisoned in the royal court for speaking God’s 
uncomfortable truth: the city will fall and King Zedekiah will be captured. 

“Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it… though you 
fight with the Chaldeans, you shall not prosper.” (Jeremiah 32:3–5) 

Takeaway: God’s word is not treason; it is reality. Judgment is imminent, but it is not God’s last 
word. 

2) The Sign You Can Hold: Buying a Field during a Siege (Jeremiah 32:6–15) 

God tells Jeremiah his cousin will offer him a family field in Anathoth to redeem. The land is already 
under enemy control. Still, Jeremiah obeys: he weighs the silver, signs the deed, seals the 
documents, gathers witnesses, and orders the deeds stored in a clay jar for safekeeping. 

“For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Houses and fields and vineyards shall be 
possessed again in this land.’” (Jeremiah 32:15) 

Meaning: God commands a public, costly act of hope. The purchase is a sermon you can touch—
exile will not be the end. 

3) Jeremiah’s Prayer: Creed before Complaint (Jeremiah 32:16–25) 

Jeremiah prays his trust in God before he presents his tension. 

“Ah, Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and 
outstretched arm. There is nothing too hard for You.” (Jeremiah 32:17) 
(See also the remembrance of the exodus and Israel’s unfaithfulness in Jeremiah 32:18–23.) 

Only then does he say what troubles him: 

“And You have said to me, O Lord God, ‘Buy the field for money…’—yet the city has been given into 
the hand of the Chaldeans.” (Jeremiah 32:25) 

Lesson: When life feels contradictory, start prayer with who God is; then speak honestly about what 
you cannot reconcile. 

4) God’s Answer: Holy Judgment, Undying Mercy (Jeremiah 32:26–44) 

A. God’s power and the present judgment 

“Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me?” (Jeremiah 32:27) 

Jerusalem will burn because the people persistently defiled worship, ignored instruction, and even 
practiced child sacrifice (Jeremiah 32:28–35). God’s holiness faces human evil without flinching. 
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B. God’s promised restoration and inner renewal 

Judgment is not the final chapter. 

“Behold, I will gather them out of all countries where I have driven them… I will bring them back to 
this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely. They shall be My people, and I will be their God.” 
(Jeremiah 32:37–38) 

This restoration is inside-out: 

“Then I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever… And I will make an 
everlasting covenant with them… I will put My fear in their hearts so that they will not depart from 
Me.” (Jeremiah 32:39–40) 

And it is concrete: 

“Men shall buy fields for money, sign deeds and seal them, and take witnesses… for I will cause their 
captives to return, says the Lord.” (Jeremiah 32:44) 

Summary: God vindicates His holiness in judgment and His steadfast love in renewal. He promises 
both a changed people and a healed place. 

5) How This Points to Jesus without System-Forcing 

Jeremiah’s “everlasting covenant” and “one heart” anticipate the new-covenant work Jesus 
accomplished. On the night He was betrayed, Jesus said: 

“This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.” (Luke 22:20) 

Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the cross—bearing our judgment so we could be forgiven 
and reconciled to God. His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord (Romans 1:4). In 
Him, God writes His ways on our hearts (Jeremiah 31:33–34; Hebrews 8:6–12). The “field purchase” 
becomes a living parable of the cross: what looked like loss was actually the down payment of 
restoration. 

This Christ-centered reading honors the text’s hope without requiring a speculative timeline. The 
emphasis is God’s faithful character revealed fully in Jesus Christ. 

6) Practical Application 

1. Do something hopeful and costly. Jeremiah did not just say “God will restore”; he bought a 
field. Choose one concrete step that embodies hope in God—reconcile with someone, begin 
a long-term act of service, or invest time in a work that outlasts today’s headlines. 

2. Pray your faith and trust in God. Begin your next prayer with Jeremiah 32:17. Let God’s power 
and faithfulness steady you before you name your confusion. 

3. Confess specifically. God names Judah’s sins clearly (Jeremiah 32:30–35). Name yours 
without excuses. Confession is the door to renewal. 
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4. Seek inner formation, not just outer fixes. Ask God for “one heart and one way” (Jeremiah 
32:39). Invite the Spirit to align your desires with God’s ways at home, at work, and online. 

5. Practice long obedience. “Put the deeds in a jar” in your life—habits and commitments 
designed to last: Scripture, gathered worship, generosity, hospitality, and faithfulness in 
small things. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Where are you waiting for circumstances to change before you obey? Follow Jeremiah’s pattern and 
stake something real on God’s promise. Take one measurable step of obedience this week that 
costs you—time, comfort, or resources—and let your life preach, “There is nothing too hard for the 
Lord” (Jeremiah 32:17; Jeremiah 32:27). 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

The God who judged Judah’s sin is the God who keeps His everlasting mercy. He kept it by sending 
His Son. Jesus shed His blood on the cross to save you, and His resurrection declares that He is 
God, Savior, and Lord. He offers you forgiveness, a new heart, and a restored life with Him. 

You can respond now: 

“Lord Jesus, I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. Forgive me, make me new, and 
write Your ways on my heart. I receive You as my Savior and submit to You as my Lord. Help me to 
follow You. Amen.” 

If you prayed sincerely, begin reading the Gospels, be baptized in water, and join a Bible-study group 
so you can grow in this new-covenant life. 

Closing Thought: Jeremiah held a deed while walls fell around him. Do the same: hold fast to God’s 
character, act in hope, and look to Jesus—crucified for our sins, risen in power, reigning as Lord. 


