Daily Bible Reading Companion
24-Jeremiah 31

Everlasting Love, a New Covenant, and a People Made New
1) Context and Big Idea (Jeremiah 31:1)

Jeremiah 30-33 is often called the “Book of Consolation.” Judgment for covenant unfaithfulness is
real, but not final. God pledges restoration:

“At the same time,” says the Lord, “l will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be My
people.” (Jeremiah 31:1)

God’s faithfulness is the anchor of this chapter.
2) Grace in the Wilderness, Everlasting Love (Jeremiah 31:2-6)
God remembers a people battered by exile and promises rest:

“The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness—Israel, when | went to give him
rest.” (Jeremiah 31:2)

At the heart stands a stunning confession:

“Yes, | have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness | have drawn you.”
(Jeremiah 31:3)

Restoration looks like rebuilding, joy, and worship (Jeremiah 31:4-6). God’s love precedes and
empowers their return; it is not a reward for perfection but a pledge of mercy.

Christ-centered horizon: In Jesus, the Father’s everlasting love takes flesh and blood. He draws us
not by coercion but by love—steadfast love—revealed supremely at the cross.

3) Gathering, Shepherding, and Joy (Jeremiah 31:7-14)
The Lord promises a homecoming for the scattered—weak and strong alike:

“l will gather them from the ends of the earth... the blind and the lame, the woman with child... a
great throng shall return.” (Jeremiah 31:8)

The journey is marked by weeping and supplication (Jeremiah 31:9), but God leads them by “rivers of
waters in a straight way.” The result is communal flourishing—grain, new wine, oil, and songs of
thanksgiving (Jeremiah 31:12-14).

In Christ: Jesus is the Good Shepherd who gathers both Israel and the nations into one flock (John
10:16). The home He prepares is ultimately life with God—now by the Spirit, and fully in the age to
come.

4) Rachel’s Tears and God’s Hope (Jeremiah 31:15-17)

Jeremiah hears Rachel weeping for her children (symbolic of the northern tribes). Matthew applies
this to the slaughter in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:16-18), showing how Israel’s long sorrows culminate
around the birth of the true King. Yet God answers lament with hope:
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“Refrain your voice from weeping... your work shall be rewarded... they shall come back from the
land of the enemy... there is hope in your future.” (Jeremiah 31:16-17)

God’s consolation does not deny grief; it overcomes it.
5) Discipline, Turning, and Mercy (Jeremiah 31:18-22)

Ephraim confesses, “You chastised me... Turn me back, and | shall be restored” (Jeremiah 31:18).
God replies with tender intensity:

“Is Ephraim My dear son?... My heart yearns for him; | will surely have mercy on him.” (Jeremiah
31:20)

Divine discipline is not the last word; mercy is. True restoration is God-initiated and heart-deep.
6) Replanting and Personal Responsibility (Jeremiah 31:23-30)

God promises renewed blessing in Judah’s towns (Jeremiah 31:23-26) and vows to watch over His
people “to build and to plant” (Jeremiah 31:28). Acommon proverb—“The fathers have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”—is set aside. Each person is responsible before
God:

“Everyone shall die for his own iniquity.” (Jeremiah 31:30)

This clears the way for a covenant that changes people from the inside out.
7) The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

The chapter’s summit:

“Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “when | will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and with the house of Judah—not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers...
My covenant which they broke... But this is the covenant...: | will put My law in their minds, and write
it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be My people.” (Jeremiah 31:31-33)

Key features:
o New interiority: God inscribes His ways on the heart, not merely on stone.
e |Immediate knowledge of God: “They shall all know Me” (Jeremiah 31:34).

e Full forgiveness: “l will forgive their iniquity, and their sin | will remember no more.” (Jeremiah
31:34)

Fulfilment in Christ: At the Last Supper, Jesus said, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood”
(Luke 22:20). Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the cross, taking away our guilt and giving
us His Spirit so the law is written within. His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord
(Romans 1:4). In Him, the new covenant embraces both Israel and the nations, forming one renewed
people without erasing Israel’s story or God’s faithfulness.
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8) Creation’s Witness and the City Made Holy (Jeremiah 31:35-40)
God stakes His promise on the stability of sun, moon, and stars:

“If those ordinances depart... then the seed of Israel shall also cease from being a nation before Me
forever.” (Jeremiah 31:36)

God’s faithfulness is non-negotiable. The chapter closes with a vision of Jerusalem enlarged and
holy (Jeremiah 31:38-40). Restoration is comprehensive—spiritual and communal, worshipful and
just.

Practical Application

1. Receive everlasting love. Let Jeremiah 31:3 dismantle the lie that God is done with you. His
love is prior, persistent, and personal.

2. Return with tears and trust. God leads weeping people by “rivers of waters” (Jeremiah 31:9).
Bring honest lament—and keep walking.

3. Own your story before God. No more “sour grapes” (Jeremiah 31:29-30). Confess whatis
yours to confess; release what is not.

4. Live the new-covenant life. Ask the Spirit to write God’s ways on your heart—habits of prayer,
Scripture meditation, reconciled relationships, and active mercy.

5. Practice communaljoy. The restored people sing, feast, share, and serve (Jeremiah 31:12-
14). Make gratitude visible in your home and Bible study group.

A Challenge for Believers

Are you trying to live a new-covenant life with old-covenant power? Stop relying on willpower alone.
Ask the Spirit to internalize God’s ways in you today. Choose one concrete act of obedience that
aligns with what He is writing on your heart—seek reconciliation, tell the truth, practice generosity,
and guard your tongue. Let Jeremiah 31:33-34 shape your week.

An Invitation to Non-Believers

God promises a new covenant—forgiveness with sin remembered no more, and a heart made new.
This is possible because Jesus shed His blood on the cross to save you, and His resurrection
declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. He invites you into His family today.

You can respond now:

“Lord Jesus, | believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. Forgive me and make me new.
Write Your ways on my heart. | receive You as my Savior and my Lord. Help me follow You. Amen.”

If you prayed sincerely, begin reading the Gospels, be baptized in water, and commit to a Bible-
teaching study group so you can grow in this new-covenant life.
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Jeremiah 31 moves from exile to embrace, from law on stone to law on the heart, from Rachel’s tears
to songs of joy. In Jesus Christ, the promise is alive: “I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”

(Jeremiah 31:33)
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